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/EINPresswire.com/ Russia is investing huge sums in new

ski resorts aimed at western holidaymakers as much as

wealthy Muscovites.

Russia rarely features high on a list of likely ski or

snowboarding resorts. The Alps or North America are

usually favourite destinations, while Bulgaria frequently

tops cheap-ski league tables. Yet Russia is investing huge

sums in new ski resorts aimed at western holidaymakers

as much as wealthy Muscovites, according to the ski

insurance experts at Direct Travel.

And there is in fact historical logic to this – if we go a long

way back. The first skis, believing to date to 8,000 years

ago, were found in Russian bogs. 

Before what we would recognise as proper skis were used, ancient people fashioned their

version of skis from large animal bones. They used leather strips to fix these to rudimentary

boots.

Why did they go to this effort? Because, rather than being a leisure pursuit, skiing was a

necessity: a means of transport and even survival. (Now, of course, winter sports travel insurance

provides reassurance that skiers will be covered for luggage, equipment, delays and medical

emergencies if things go wrong.)

Some large-scale projects are currently underway in Russia. The 2014 Winter Olympics will be

held in Sochi in the Caucasus region, and one of the competition resorts is Krasnaya Polyana.

Another popular destination in the area is Dombay.

New development plans include even more ambitious schemes.

Investment of £10 billion has been earmarked for five new resorts in the Caucasus, with

proposals for 803 km of tracks in total. The Russians hope to rival popular resorts in the West. 

As skiers and snowboarders prepare for the 2012–13 season, the Bulgarian resort of Bansko has

http://www.direct-travel.co.uk/


come out as best-value resort for the third year in a row in a survey. Six days' ski pass, boot hire

and ski school cost £252, with extras such as drinks and lunch adding another £63 for the week.

Winter sports fans can find cheap ski insurance and winter sports insurance from £6.48, with

worldwide cover, annual multi-trip ski travel insurance and policies for different budgets also

available.

Established in late 1992 and trading since 1993, Direct Travel Insurance specialises in travel

insurance for individual travellers, couples and families up to the age of 75. Direct Travel

Insurance offers a range of cover options and added benefits including cover for over 100 sports

and activities enabling customers to tailor their policies for single trip, annual multi trip,

backpacking and winter sports.

All travel insurance policies are underwritten by AIG Europe Limited. Direct Travel Insurance is a

trading name of UNAT Direct Insurance Management Limited, which is authorised and regulated

by the Financial Services Authority (FSA Number 312350). AIG Europe Limited is also authorised

and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (FSA Number 202628).
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