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Understanding Your Diagnosis of Pleural
Mesothelioma

/EINPresswire.com/ Receiving a diagnosis of mesothelioma can be heart-rending for you and
your loved ones. Once you are diagnosed with mesothelioma it is important to understand and
know what type of mesothelioma you have.

Pleural is the most common type of mesothelioma. Around 50 to 70 percent of cases reported
are of this type. The pleura is a tissue-thin lining around the lungs and other organs in the upper
part of the body. Epithelial cells provide important functions such as filtration, secretion,
protection, and absorption for certain organs within the pleura. Pleural mesothelioma is a cancer
that attacks these cells and the connective tissue that can be found in the inner surface of the
lungs.

The latency period is the same for other types of mesothelioma. Most cases of pleural
mesothelioma are diagnosed later in life because it can take as long as 20 to 50 years between
asbestos exposure and the onset of symptoms. It is imperative to stay up to date with your
doctor if you are feeling the following symptoms: severe chest pain, pleural effusions (fluid build-
up), rapid weight loss, shortness of breath, fatigue, weakness, persistent dry cough and loss of
appetite.

Once you are diagnosed with pleural mesothelioma, the prognosis can be quite daunting. The
survival rates are usually very low, a few months to a few years after diagnosis depending on
your overall health (age, weight, disease history, etc.). However, this particular type of
mesothelioma is more likely to respond to treatment, which can vary depending on your stage of
cancer. Once you are diagnosed, most doctors will use an aggressive form of treatment such as,
surgery (to remove the tumor or relieve fluid build-up), radiation and/or chemotherapy.

The expenses for all types of mesothelioma treatment can be costly and very overwhelming. It is
important to review your insurance plan, and Medicare options; research government and VA
benefits that you may qualify for. Consider a consultation with an attorney to discuss even more
options on how to protect you and your loved ones.

For a free legal consultation anywhere in the United States, contact the national mesothelioma
firm of Cooney & Conway. For more than 50-years we have been fighting for the rights of
mesothelioma victims.


http://www.cooneyconway.com/mesothelioma.html
http://www.cooneyconway.com/treating-mesothelioma/treating-mesothelioma.html
http://www.cooneyconway.com
http://www.cooneyconway.com
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