
Where Does Your Rep Rank on Civil Liberties?

21Freedom releases its 2013 mid-year FREEDOM SCORECARD for Illinois Representatives

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, USA, August 12, 2013 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The non-partisan civil liberties

organization 21Freedom released its latest ranking of Illinois representatives. Halfway through

the legislative session, 2013 is shaping up to be a major year in regards to civil liberties. Crucial

votes have already taken place on internet freedom, indefinite detention, and more recently,

NSA domestic surveillance. Only two Illinois representatives, Bobby Rush (IL-1, D) and Danny

Davis (IL-7, D), have achieved a 100% score for protecting the freedoms of Illinois residents, while

three Republicans, Peter Roskam (IL-6, R), Adam Kinzinger (IL-16, R), and Aaron Schock (IL-18, R)

have scored a 0%. 

Unlike many actions of the 113th Congress, major civil liberties legislation has seen both

bipartisan support and opposition. “What we’re seeing this year is a number of bills where the

battle is between the Washington establishment and independent representatives, rather than

Democrat versus Republican,” said Dr. Dave Grabaskas, the director of 21Freedom. “There have

been efforts led by members of both parties against the wishes of their leadership, such as we

saw with the Amash amendment to reign in the NSA,” says Dr. Grabaskas, referencing the recent

contentious vote to limit NSA funding for domestic surveillance.

21Freedom hopes that the scorecard will call attention to those representatives who consistently

take, what they call, “anti-civil liberties” positions. The full scorecard is available at

www.21freedom.org/scorecard/. In total, there were seven major civil liberties votes in the U.S.

house in the first half of the year. The topics included cybersecurity, indefinite detention, the

transferring of Guantanamo Bay detainees, and restrictions on domestic intelligence gathering.
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EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
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we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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