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Washington State Referendum 74-Same Sex Marriage Law

SEATTLE, WA, USA, May 20, 2014 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Referendum Measure Number 74 affects

a large number of people in Washington State. As of June 30, 2014, when the measure goes into

effect, it will significantly impact the lives of those couples in the State currently registered as

Domestic Partners. Specifically, the eligibility requirements that must be met in order to become

a Registered Domestic Partner are about to change.

The Affects on Marriage

Under previous laws, "marriage" in Washington State was defined as a union between a man and

a woman over 18 years of age. Due to Referendum Measure Number 74, the restriction against

same sex marriages is effectively removed, as marriage between same sex couples will be

considered valid. Eagle Law Offices, P.S., an experienced family law attorney in Seattle, celebrates

this as a positive step towards recognizing the equal rights of same sex couples. The issue many

people have, however, stems from other adjustments to Washington State laws that are being

made simultaneously. 

State Registered Domestic Partnerships

Under Referendum Measure Number 74, only two (2) types of couples may enter into a state

registered domestic partnership after June 30, 2014.  This includes only opposite sex couples in

which at least one person is 62 years of age or older and same sex couples. Registered Domestic

Partnership status will no longer be available to couples who do not meet these requirements.

What Happens To Existing Domestic Partnerships?

Another significant change is what happens to existing state Registered Domestic Partnerships in

which the parties are the same sex. As of June 30, 2014 all State Registered Domestic

Partnerships in which neither party is under the age of 62 and of the same sex will be merged

into a civil marriage.  This will occur automatically unless the parties marry or commence

dissolution proceedings of their domestic partnerships prior to the June 30, 2014 date. 

Civil Unions from Other States

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.eaglelawoffices.com/
http://www.eaglelawoffices.com/family-law-attorney-seattle/
http://www.eaglelawoffices.com/eagle-law-offices-p-s-proudly-serves-gay-bisexual-transgender-and-same-sex-relationship-communities-with-experienced-dignified-and-skilled-representation/


Even for those who didn't register for a Domestic Partnership in Washington State, Referendum

Measure Number 74 still has the potential to affect them. According to law, any legal union

besides a marriage that was formed validly in another jurisdiction will be recognized as a

Registered Domestic Partnership if that legal union is equivalent. This means that for those who

entered into an official relationship with a same sex partner in another state and moved to

Washington where they now hold permanent legal residency, and may find the relationship

automatically converted into a marriage as of June 30 as well.

To learn more about Washington State Referendum 74 and how to prevent the automatic status

change prior to June 30, 2014, contact Eagle Law Offices, P.S. at (206)426-6961.

About Eagle Law Offices, P.S.

With decades of experience, Eagle Law Offices, P.S. approaches each case knowing that every

circumstance is equally traumatic to the client, regardless of the severity (or leniency) of the

situation.
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