
'Mobilizing Student Veterans For Mission
Success' Featured At CAEL International
Conference

New Track Discusses Best Practices for Linking Learning and

Work for Veterans

CHICAGO, IL, USA, July 3, 2014 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

Council for Adult and Experiential Learning (CAEL) will be

highlighting best practices for serving student veterans in

a special new track of its 2014 International Conference

CAEL CEO and President Pamela Tate announced today.

The track, "Mobilizing Student Veterans for Mission

Success," will focus on strengthening the link between learning and meaningful careers for

veterans.  

"As we celebrate those who have selflessly served our country we also need to offer pathways

for them to succeed when they return to the civilian world.  We have collected some of the most

knowledgeable leaders in the field to discuss everything from innovative support strategies for

veterans in and outside of the classroom to Prior Learning Assessment (PLA), which recognizes

college-level military learning for academic credit," said Tate.

The special track will be offered at CAEL's International conference, "Mobilize Learners,

Revolutionize Assessment" November 12-14 at the Sheraton Chicago and will feature guest

speakers, workshops, roundtable sessions, networking opportunities and social events all

designed to determine how to best help student veterans.

Added Tate, "Attendees will also be interested in a general session we are hosting featuring some

of the best minds in the field.  D. Wayne Robinson, President and CEO of Student Veterans of

America, Erica Borggren, Director of Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs, Dr. Nivine Megahed,

President, National Louis University and Michael Daniels, a student veteran, will also share their

unique insights on this important issue."

The preliminary agenda includes:

Military PLA: A Systems Approach

Presented by Donna Ekal, Ph.D., Associate Provost, University of Texas – El Paso and Apurva Naik,

http://www.einpresswire.com
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http://www.cael.org/Events/CAEL-International-Conference/Mobilizing-Student-Veterans-for-Mission-Success
http://www.cael.org/Events/CAEL-International-Conference/Agenda


Program Manager, College Credit for Heroes, Texas Workforce Commission

PLA for Veterans: Evaluating Military Experience and Educations for Academic Credit

Presented by Christy Sugarman, Director for Alternative Studies and Educational Testing, North

Shore Community College and Michael Monagle, Assessment Officer – Military Transcripts

Specialist, North Shore Community College

Strategies to Support Student Veterans Outside the Classroom

Presented by Haraz Ghanberi, Military Liaison, University of Toledo and Scott Stratton, Military

Liaison and Senior Executive Advisor, DeVry University – Addison Campus

Strategies to Support Veterans in the Classroom

Presented by Justin Smith, Student Veteran Resource Center Coordinator and Author on Veteran

Issues, University of South Dakota; Loren O’Connor, Ph.D., Director of Americans with Disabilities

Services, Brandman University and Lydia Wilkes, Ph.D. Candidate, Assistant Director of Rhetoric

and Composition, Indiana University

Linking Learning to Work for Student Veterans

Presented by Izzy Abbass, founder and Advisory Council Member, Boots to Suits Program,

University of Colorado Denver and Shelly Mencacci, Veterans and Military Personnel Student

Services Coordinator, College of DuPage

Many veterans can face challenges after leaving service, and according to the May 2014 Bureau

of Labor Statistics some 538,000 veterans are unemployed. Education and training can make the

difference between a bright future and a dead end for these veterans. Colleges and universities

often struggle to address the diverse needs of the recent influx of student veterans to maximize

their success. In addition, college-level learning gained while in the military is not always

recognized for college credit, especially if it is not part of formal training. Veterans need to find

practical ways to transfer their prior professional experience and skills learned outside the

classroom or training program to college course credit to help them complete their degrees.  

Follow CAEL on Twitter at www.twitter.com/CAELnews or like us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/CAELnews .

###

For four decades, CAEL has demonstrated expertise in adult learning and career advancement,

with its particular focus on non-traditional learners. As the many thousands of veterans return to

school with support from the GI Bill, CAEL is uniquely positioned to offer programs and services

that will help to build capacity in the workforce and educational systems to serve veterans, who

-- with their unique circumstances, challenges and opportunities -- may be the most non-

traditional of non-traditional students.. CAEL is working with these key stakeholders to promote

supportive practices and increase educational and career opportunities for veterans.  In

addition, CAEL has assisted colleges and universities to develop programs that evaluate adults’

http://www.twitter.com/CAELnews
http://www.facebook.com/CAELnews


non-collegiate learning for college credit. CAEL is the recognized national expert on a method

known as portfolio assessment, and its Ten Standards for Assessing Learning are used by

colleges and universities, as well as accrediting organizations, across the country. More

information is available at www.cael.org. 

Follow CAEL on Twitter at www.twitter.com/CAELnews or like us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/CAELnews.
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