@ PRESSWIRE

Bahamas Junkanoo: What is it? Where iIs it?
And Is it as much fun as it sounds?

Get Ready for Holidays in The Bahamas

NASSAU, THE BAHAMAS, December 1,
2015 /EINPresswire.com/ -- NASSAU,
The Bahamas — Just the word
“Junkanoo” has a fun sound to it, and it is
every bit as much fun as it sounds. It is
an extravagant street parade filled with
elaborately themed colorful costumes,
music and dance that takes place in The
Bahamas on Boxing Day (December 26)
and New Year’s Day. The liveliest and
largest of the sensational Bahamas
Junkanoo party celebrations is in
Nassau, but you can also experience the
intoxicating carnival atmosphere on

Grand Bahama Island, Eleuthera/Harbour Island, Bimini, The Exumas and The Abacos.
The history of The Bahamas Junkanoo

Everyone seems to have a different take on how The Bahamas Junkanoo tradition originated. The
most popular belief, however, is that it developed from the days of slavery. The influx of Loyalists in
the late 18th Century brought many enslaved people who were given three days off at Christmas,
which they celebrated by singing and dancing in colorful masks, travelling from house to house, often
on stilts. Junkanoo nearly vanished after slavery was abolished but the revival of the festival in The
Bahamas now provides entertainment for many thousands.

What happens at Junkanoo

Long before the spectacular 'rush-out’, the exuberant Junkanoo dance troupes -- groups of up to
1,000 -- will have been busy for months designing their costumes and rehearsing their dazzling
routines. The musicians will have perfected the hypnotic rhythms they'll perform day and night on a
cacophony of goatskin drums, cowbells, whistles and horns, and the imaginative costume designers
will have worked non-stop to weave their own special magic with beautifully colored crepe paper,
beads, feathers and cardboard.

As the Junkanoo parade moves through the streets of downtown Nassau in the early hours of the
morning on December 26, the energy of the dancers and the beat of the music has the crowds
moving in their seats, on their feet, in the trees, or on balconies - wherever they have found a spot
from which to watch this soul-stirring festival! At the end of the procession, judges award cash prizes
for the best music, best costume and best overall group presentation. The same carnival procession
and festivities is repeated a week later on New Year’s Day.


http://www.einpresswire.com

Travelers looking for a good time need look no further than Junkanoo. Now is the time to book a
fabulous vacation in The Bahamas to usher in the New Year, Junkanoo-style.

About The Islands Of The Bahamas

The Islands Of The Bahamas have a place in the sun for everyone from Nassau and Paradise Island
to Grand Bahama to The Abaco Islands, The Exuma Islands, Harbour Island, Long Island and others.
Each island has its own personality and attractions for a variety of vacation styles with some of the
world’s best scuba diving, fishing, sailing, boating, as well as, shopping and dining. The destination
offers an easily accessible tropical getaway and provides convenience for travelers with preclearance
through U.S. customs and immigration, and the Bahamian dollar is on par with the U.S. dollar. Do
everything or do nothing, just remember It's Better in The Bahamas.

For more information on travel packages, activities and accommodations, call 1-800-Bahamas or visit
www.Bahamas.com

Look for The Bahamas on the web on:

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bahamas/108113092544199
Twitter - https://twitter.com/visitthebahamas
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/user/VisittheBahamas
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