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Contemporary Vanities exhibition at Lights of

Soho Gallery in London

'‘Contemporary Vanities' at Lights of Soho, curated
by Lee Sharrock, Director of Global Creative PR at
Saatchi & Saatchi

LONDON, LONDON, UK, May 16, 2016
/IEINPresswire.com/ -- LIGHTS OF SOHO
PRESENTS CONTEMPORARY VANITAS
CURATED BY LEE SHARROCK

London’s leading light art gallery is pleased to
announce their next show in collaboration with Lee
Sharrock, Contemporary Vanitas, a look at vanity
and mortality. Featuring 16 contemporary artists,
the exhibition, which launches 26th May, will
showcase the artists own interpretations of the
Vanitas and features iconic memento mori symbols
such as skulls, butterflies, and fruit, as well as more
abstract interpretations in the form of celebrity
portraiture and the written word in the form of neon.

Contemporary Vanitas will feature new artists and
Lights of Soho favourites including: Alexander
James, Alt-Ego, Derrick Santini, Hannah Matthews,
Jeroen Gordijn, Jimmy Galvin, Kalliopi Lemos,
Lauren Baker, Nancy Fouts, Paul Broomfield, Pure
Evil, Rebecca Mason, Sara Pope, Soozy Lipsey,
Tom Lewis and Toni Gallagher.

Playing on the Latin word for vanity, Vanitas is a
metaphor for the meaninglessness of earthly life
and transient nature of earthly goods and pursuits.
Vanitas artworks were common in the 16th and
17th Century Dutch and Flemish still life painting,
and were often created as metaphors for human
achievements, as well as serving as reminders of
human mortality. Memento Mori symbols of death,
materialism, spirituality, earthly pleasure,
temptations and corporality often featured.

CONTEMPORARY VANITAS

Nancy Fouts

Curator Lee Sharrock states, “I've always had a macabre fascination with the Vanitas paintings of the
16th and 17th century, and was intrigued to see how contemporary artists would interpret the

enduring themes of mortality and vanity.”


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.lightsofsoho.com

Each artist’s contribution provides an individual
interpretation of the Vanitas theme; Alexander
James’ beautiful C-Type print evokes Old Master
Vanitas still life paintings; Alt-Ego has created a
bespoke skulls series reflecting upon mortality and
vanity, whilst Jimmy Galvin’s witty ‘Death Disco’
features a skull and disco ball in a contemporary
reworking of the traditional Skull memento mori.

Nancy Fouts’ ‘Exit Jesus’ features the reincarnated
figure of Jesus embracing the cross of the X’ in
Exit; Fouts states: “Vanity of Vanities, saith the
preacher, all is vanity” quoting Ecclesiastes 12:8.
She continues, “My EXxit sight represents corporality
and the idea of Jesus being reincarnated in a
modern era of neon signs and overwhelmingly
constant communication.”

Pure Evil's new ‘Angels Never Die’ portraits of
departed screen idols crowned with neon halos is
inspired by Marle Dietrich. Pure Evil commented:
“After 1945, Marlene Dietrich's attitude towards her
native Germany remained shaky and it was not until

after the fall of the Berlin Wall that she began to warm again to her homeland and especially her
home town, Berlin. Shortly before her death, she expressed her desire to be buried in Berlin, in the
very same cemetery as her mother. Her funeral, on 16 May, 1992, broadcast live on German
television, was attended by thousands of fans. Her grave overflowed with flowers and wreaths from
fans and admirers from all over the world. One of these wreaths, given by Wim Wenders, the director
of Wings of Desire read, "Angels Never Die”.

The show, curated by Lee Sharrock and Lights of Soho founder and curator Hamish Jenkinson, will
bring together their two different eyes for art in a singular show which narrates the vanity which has
overtaken our digital world.

“It's great to work closely again with Lee, whom is a great friend to myself and the gallery, and bring
together this new show which will certainly impress members and guests,” states Hamish Jenkinson.
He continues, “The show will be a fun play on today’s society who are embracing their own vanity with
selfies, social media and the art of oversharing.”

Contemporary Vanitas will be on from 26th May — 18th June at Lights of Soho.

For further information visit: https://www.LightsofSoho.com
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