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Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation Sees Great Promise in New
Research Lab

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, USA, November 9, 2016 /EINPresswire.com/
-- With the opening of the Saha Laboratory for Liver Cancer
Translational Research, a giant step forward has been made in the
study of cholangiocarcinoma, a highly lethal malignancy of the liver
bile ducts. Supryia Saha, MD PhD, has joined world-class scientists in
Seattle at the Fred Hutch Cancer Research Center - the home of three
Nobel laureates - to revolutionize prevention, detection and treatment
for cholangiocarcinoma.

Liver cancer is one of the fastest growing cancers in the United States
and world-wide both in incidence and mortality. Intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma (ICC) is the second
most common sub-type of liver cancer and has almost tripled in incidence in the last 40 years (Saha,
et al. The Oncologist, 2016). Researchers in the Saha Lab will use a series of unique model systems
including genetically engineered mouse models, patient-derived xenografts and cell lines to

The Cholangiocarcinoma
Foundation deserves
enormous credit for shining a
light on this devastating
disease, which is just now
beginning to get the attention
it deserves and so clearly
needs.
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understand the fundamental pathogenic mechanisms of liver
carcinogenesis and to identify new targeted therapies for
specific genetic subsets of this disease. 

The long-term goal is to transform the standard of care in
cholangiocarcinoma from combination chemotherapy for all
patients to ‘precision medicine’ with a specific targeted
therapy regimen designed for each patient’s molecular profile.

As a medical oncology Fellow at Mass General Cancer
Center, Dr. Saha’s work on cholangiocarcinoma has been
recognized for publication in major scientific journals,
including Nature, and by the National Institutes of Health

(NIH), in the form of a Mentored Clinical Scientist Career Development Award. This Award will provide
>$800,000 in support for cholangiocarcinoma research. He was also the recipient of a Conquer
Cancer Foundation Young Investigator Award supported by the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation
(CCF).

According to Dr. Saha, “With the tremendous support of the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation and
outstanding mentorship from Drs. Nabeel Bardeesy and Andrew Zhu, our team at MGH was able to
develop a state-of-the-art cholangiocarcinoma basic and translational research program. Beyond the
Award, the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation invited us every year to an outstanding conference,
bringing together cholangiocarcinoma researchers, physicians and patients from around the world.
There I was able to form lasting collaborations that have allowed me to explore novel targeted
therapies in the disease and work together to generate a novel human cell line panel as a critical
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resource for the field.”

Dr. Nabeel Bardeesy, Principal Investigator at the Bardeesy Lab at MGH also shared his perspective
on this momentous development in the field of cholangiocarcinoma research; “I am very grateful to
the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation for supporting Dr. Supriya Saha through the Young Investigator
Award. Dr. Saha has recently completed a highly successful postdoctoral fellowship in my laboratory
at MGH where he made important advances in understanding the genetic underpinnings of
cholangiocarcinoma and in establishing essential model systems for further studies of this cancer
type. I am very pleased that he has chosen to maintain a strong focus on this understudied disease,
and I am confident that his laboratory will make major contributions to elucidating its basic
mechanisms and to improving its treatment. The Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation’s support and the
research community that it has fostered were central to Dr. Saha’s development as an outstanding
physician-scientist.” 

To learn more visit:
http://www.cholangiocarcinoma.org
http://research.fhcrc.org/saha/en.html
Email: sksaha@fredhutch.org

About the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation (CCF)                                                               
Founded in 2006, the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation is a global 501(c) (3) non-profit organization
whose mission is to find a cure and improve the quality of life for those affected by bile duct cancer. 

As a rare and lethal disease, cholangiocarcinoma lacks attention and sufficient resources. There is a
vast, unmet need for education about cholangiocarcinoma across the entire disease spectrum - from
bench to bedside. For that reason, the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation continues its efforts to raise
awareness of all stakeholders in the cholangiocarcinoma community through advocacy, education,
collaboration and research. More information is available at www.cholangiocarcinoma.org.

About Cholangiocarcinoma
Cholangiocarcinoma is a “silent” form of cancer that originates from the cells lining the bile ducts. It is
classified as a heterogeneous group of three anatomically distinct cancers grouped according to the
location from which they arise: within the bile ducts (intrahepatic), outside the bile ducts
(extrahepatic), and in between where the bile ducts exit the liver (perihilar). 

The incidence and mortality of cholangiocarcinoma in North America and Europe has increased
dramatically in the past few decades. In the U.S., there are now approximately 6,000 new cases
diagnosed each year. Rates are highest among Hispanics and Asians, and men appear to have a
slightly greater mortality from the disease than women. The highest incidence rates are observed in
Eastern and South-Eastern Asia, with a peak registered in Thailand (33.4 per 100,000 in men, and
12.3 per 100,000 in women).

Because patients commonly present with symptoms that mimic those of other ailments, and there is
no validated method of early detection, the majority of patients are diagnosed when the cancer is far
too advanced to be removed by surgery. In these cases, chemotherapy and radiation therapy are the
mainstay of treatment. The dismal 5-year survival rate for intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma is
estimated at 2-15%.
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