
Open Letter to President-elect Trump about
Post-Election Violence
Conflict resolution experts ask President-elect Trump and other government officials at all levels to
take a stand to reduce post-election violence

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES, December 2, 2016 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Hundreds of post-

This election has presented
us with a crisis containing
danger and opportunity: we
can go further down the
dangerous path of division, or
seek the radical path of
treating our neighbors as
ourselves.

The Rev. Ken Howard -
Executive Director, The

FaithX Project

election reports of vandalism, beatings and threats since the
US election have prompted dozens of leading experts in
conflict resolution to urge Donald Trump and government
officials at all levels to take an urgent, public stand against
post-election acts of discrimination, harassment and violence
across the US with significant spillover into Canada.

In an open letter to Trump, members of Congress,State
Governors and other officials sent today, dozens of conflict
resolution academics and practitioners from across the US,
Canada and other countries are asking Trump and other
officials to "to use their leadership positions to ensure public
understanding that no elected or appointed leaders will
condone violence or discriminatory acts or speech."

The letter advocates that government leaders make "urgent and firm public statements that
emphasize the rule of law and the US Constitution, including the First Amendment that guarantees
peoples' rights to freedoms of religion, speech, the press and peaceful assembly." The experts also
seek concrete steps to prevent acts hatred and to foster mutual understanding, respect and civility
within the USA.

For the full text of the letter, click here:
http://peacemakers.ca/USAOpenLetterNov2016.html

Signatories' quotes:

Barbara Coloroso, internationally recognized speaker and best-selling author of The Bully, The
Bullied, and The Not-So-innocent Bystander and Extraordinary Evil: A Brief History of Genocide...and
Why It Matters warned, "It is a short walk from hateful rhetoric to hate crimes to crimes against
humanity. 'History doesn't repeat itself, but it often rhymes,' Mark Twain once said. We are on the
precipice of a new stanza." Contact Barbara Coloroso at info.kidsareworthit[at]gmail.com; phone (+1)
303-478-8253.

Dr. Michael Loadenthal, Executive Director, Peace and Justice Studies Association, stated: "As
academics, activists, and educators committed to advancing peace and justice in our world, we are
concerned that without an explicit, loud and recurring condemnation of recent hate crimes by the
incoming administration, their silence will only encourage more acts of violent hatred." Contact
Michael Loadenthal at info[at]peacejusticestudies.org; phone (+1) 202-681-2057.

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://peacemakers.ca/USAOpenLetterNov2016.html


Dr. Julie Macfarlane, Distinguished University Professor and professor of law at the University of
Windsor in Canada, and author of The New Lawyer: How Settlement is Transforming the Practice of
Law commented: "It is not the unique insight of the conflict resolution community that there are
profound fault lines of difference and privilege in American, and Canadian, society - differences of
race, gender, ethnicity and even opinion. The election rhetoric and result, rightly or wrongly, has
empowered those who exploit these differences in a hateful and aggressive way. These acts must be
called out, and we expect the state - in both Canada and the US - to act to protect us all from
harassment, threats and abuse." Contact Julie Macfarlane at Julie.Macfarlane[at]uwindsor.ca: phone
(+1) 519-733-3327.

The Rev. Ken Howard, Executive Director of The FaithX Project and author of Paradoxy: Beyond Us
and Them said: "This election has presented us with a crisis containing both danger and opportunity:
we can go further down the dangerous path of destructive, us/them, friend/enemy, left/right divisions,
or we can seize this time as an opportunity to seek the radical middle path of transcending our
differences by treating all our neighbors as we would like to be treated. I vote for the latter." Contact
Ken Howard at ken@faithx.net; phone (+1). 301-704-3290.

Professor Kevin Clements, Foundation Director of the National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies
at the University of Otago, New Zealand "urges the incoming administration to do all in its power to
put an end to the divisive environment in which we are seeing racism, intolerance and challenges to
taken-for-granted constitutional rights. The consequences are global. Here in New Zealand, which
prides itself on harmonious race relations, new groups have emerged since the election that are
stirring up hatred against indigenous peoples and Asian migrants to New Zealand. For the sake of
American and global harmony, all leaders in the US must now work to put a stop to rhetoric that fuels
prejudice and discrimination." Contact Kevin Clements at kevin.clements[at]otago.ac.nz or phone
(+64) 3 4794546, DDI (+64) 3 4799468, mobile (+64) (0) 212471103 or Skype kevinpclements.

For more information on Peacemakers Trust, click here:  http://peacemakers.ca
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