
ADIFF 2016 Closing Weekend features Strong
Films!

Spirit of Rebellion filmmakers

The African Diaspora International Film
Festival - which runs until Dec. 11 - will
close with quite a few very strong and
exciting New York and US Premieres!

NEW YORK, NY, USA, December 7,
2016 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The African
Diaspora International Film Festival runs
until Dec. 11 and will present quite a few
very exciting New York and US
Premieres over the next few days at
Teachers College, Columbia University,
Cinepolis Chelsea Cinemas and MIST
Harlem.

ADIFF Closes with Zeinabu Irene Davis,
filmmaker of the “L.A. Rebellion”
One of the very significant films in ADIFF
2016 is Zeinabu Irene Davis’ Closing Night film "Spirits of Rebellion: Black Cinema From UCLA". The
need to have an alternative voice is the aim of this documentary that tells the story of a small group of
critically acclaimed, but relatively unknown black filmmakers who wanted to change the black film

Diversity in the dance world is
a necessity. "Black Ballerina"
is an important documentary
that asks important questions
about this traditional and
beloved art form.”
John Soltes of the Hollywood

Soapbox

narrative in the USA. They were named by historians the
filmmakers of the Los Angeles Rebellion. All of the filmmakers
associated with this movement – including Zeinabu –
attended UCLA between the “Watts riots” of 1965 and the
“urban uprising” in LA that followed the Rodney King verdict in
1992. 

Headlined by Julie Dash, Charles Burnett, Jamaa Fanaka,
Haile Gerima, Billy Woodberry, Barbara McCullough, Ben
Caldwell, Alile Sharon Larkin and Larry Clark, the LA
Rebellion filmmakers collectively imagined and created a
black cinema against the conventions of Hollywood and

Blaxploitation films. They are the first sustained movement in the United States by a collective of
minority filmmakers who reimagined the production process to represent, reflect and enrich the daily
lives of people in their own communities.

As part of this movement, and as a scholar of cinema herself, Zeinabu brings viewers into the lives
and work of these makers with both intimacy and context. The project includes compelling and
demonstrative examples of their work, and interviews with most of the makers, scholars, and critics.
Younger, contemporary makers of “New Black Cinema” speak about the lasting influence of these
creators. And we see them today as Zeinabu captures their continued activism, collective artistic
production, and continued struggle.

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://nyadiff.org/compensation-adiff-closing-night/


GURUMBÉ. AFRO-ANDALUSIAN MEMORIES

While We Live - ADIFF GALA screening

On Sunday, December 11, Zeinabu Irene
Davis silent film "Compensation" will
screen prior to the Closing Night NY
Premiere screening of "Spirits of
Rebellion: Black Cinema From UCLA" to
be followed by a Q&A with director
Zeinabu Davis and a catered reception.
The event will be held at Teachers
College, Columbia University, 525 West
120th Street starting at 4:30pm.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS ON ADIFF 2016
CLOSING WEEKEND

ADIFF Gala Screening "While We Live"
Sweden based Burkinabe filmmaker Dani
Kouyaté ("Keita, The Heritage of the
Griot," "Sia, The Dream of the Python")
will present his latest fiction film While
We Live, an entertaining and thoughtful
family drama that travels between
Sweden and Gambia to explores issues
of family dynamics and identity.

USA/Cuban documentary "Ghostown to
Havana"
There is much talk about Cuba lately. However, the films coming out of this new interaction between
Cuba and the USA are still limited and often plagued by clichés.  Not so with "Ghostown to Havana"
by Eugene Corr, an incredible social commentary that explore through the game of baseball how both
Cuba and the USA nurture their youths.  Mr. Corr will be on hand to discuss his film during the
festival.

"Black Ballerina" selection in the DANCING WHILE BLACK double feature program
The trouble and tribulation of Black aspiring ballerinas is the content of the film "Black Ballerina" by
Frances McElroy, a very rich work of historic footage, interviews and reflection on the conditions of
race relations and art in the United States of America. “Diversity in the dance world is a necessity”
writes John Soltes of the Hollywood Soapbox, “"Black Ballerina" is an important documentary that
asks important questions about this traditional and beloved art form.”  

Slavery in Spain is unveiled in "Gurumbe: Afro-Andalusian Memories"
the African presence in Spain and Portugal and the state of affairs of race relations in Spain. Well
documented with a great intellectual rigor, "Gurumbe: Afro-Andalusian Memories" by M. Angel
Rosales describes the African influences on the development of Flamenco and goes into areas of
Spanish culture – including the practice of slavery in Spain - seldom covered in Spanish films.

Other films not to be missed this closing weekend include Khaled El Hagar’s "Sins of the Flesh," a
love story set in the backdrop of the Egyptian Revolution; Opening Night Film "Everything But a Man"
by Nnegest Likké about a successful African-American career woman who has a life-changing
romance with a mysterious, French-speaking black man from another culture; "The Naked Poet" by
Jason Barrett is the story of a Poet called Lazarus that explores the relationships between his friends,
family and lovers; Jawad Rhalib "Rebel / Insoumise" about a young woman seeking social justice in

http://nyadiff.org/sia-where-we-live-nyadiff-2016-gala/
http://nyadiff.org/gurumbe-afro-andalusian-memories-nyadiff-2016/


Morocco and Belgium; the identity documentary "Invisible Roots: Afro-Mexicans in Southern
California" by Tiffany Walton and "Montreal White City" by Bachir Bensaddek about an Algerian taxi
driver in Montreal who picks up a former pop star whom he thought was dead.

For more information about the 24th Annual African Diaspora International Film Festival, to receive
the complete line up, screeners and high resolution images please contact Diarah N’Daw-Spech at
(212) 864-1760/ fax (212) 316-6020 or e-mail pr@nyadiff.org. Festival web site: www.nyadiff.org.   

The African Diaspora International Film Festival is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization.

The 24th Annual New York African Diaspora International Film Festival is made possible thanks to the
support of the following institutions and individuals: ArtMattan Productions; the Office of the Vice
President for Diversity and Community Affairs, Teachers College, Columbia University; the New York
City Council in the Arts; The Organization International of La Francophonie New York; New York City
Council Member Inez E. Dickens; the French Cultural Services; The Guadeloupe Islands Tourist
Board, The Délégation générale du Québec à New York, The Australian Consulate-General, New
York, TV5 Monde, The Urban Movie Chanel (UMC), WBAI and public funds from the New York State
Council on the Arts, a state agency.  ADIFF is a proud member of the Harlem Arts Alliance.
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