
Auto/Mate Developers Win Hack Tech Valley
Competition
ALBANY, NY, UNITED STATES, February 19, 2018
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Auto/Mate Dealership Systems today
announced that a team of five of its software developers
placed first in the Hack Tech Valley
(http://hacktechvalley.com) hackathon competition. The
event was held at Schenectady County Community College
in New York on February 10-11. Sixteen teams competed in the Hackathon, which gave coders 24
hours to come up with an innovative software application.


“Winning this competition shows our strength as a professional team,” said Tom Haley, software

I am so proud of our
developers for winning the
first-ever Hack Tech Valley.
Auto/Mate was proud to be a
sponsor.”

David Druzynski, Human
Resources Director,

Auto/Mate

development manager and one of Auto/Mate’s five team
members. “At Auto/Mate, we already know what a good user
interface (UI) looks like without having to do a bunch of
iterations and tinkering.” 


The task was to develop an application that would improve the
efficiency of the Schenectady Sanitation System. Teams were
given GPS data for the fleet of garbage trucks along with
instructions to solve one or more of these five challenges:


•	Provide greater visibility of the fleet to the community

•	Improve efficiency of the fleet


•	Allow city officials to project future maintenance needs and/or placement of resources

•	Highlight areas of the community for potential business development

•	Make it easy for community members to find locations and times for local events


Auto/Mate’s development team tackled the first three challenges by developing an application they
called “Trashfinder.” The finished application lets people know what time the garbage truck will arrive
at their address and allows them to request a large item pickup, so the trucks don’t have to roam the
streets looking for large items on the curb. 


Additionally, the app allows city officials to identify duplicate stops on multiple routes and see service
requests and the garbage fleet displayed in real time on Google Maps.


Auto/Mate’s team presented “Trashfinder” to a panel of judges at the end of the 24 hours given to
them.


“Our application was chosen because they really liked our UI and we made our app very user friendly,
geared towards the city officials and the community,” Haley said. “Compared to other applications, our
solution was pretty polished and every feature worked perfectly during the presentation, which was
one of the criteria for a higher rating.”


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://hacktechvalley.com
http://www.automate.com/dms/why-were-different/
http://www.automate.com/dms/why-were-different/


Auto/Mate’s team took home the grand prize of $3,000, which they split between the five developers.
Most of them plan to use the extra money for home improvements.


“I am so proud of our developers for winning the first-ever Hack Tech Valley. Auto/Mate was proud to
be a sponsor and the Transfinder team did a great job of organizing and managing the event,” said
David Druzynski, Auto/Mate’s human resources director. “This was a fun opportunity to bring the local
development community together, both professionals and students, to network and showcase some of
the amazing technical talent that we have right here in the Capital Region.”


The winning “Trashfinder” app can be viewed at https://trashfinder.co/


For information about software development and other careers at Auto/Mate, visit
www.automate.com/careers.


About Auto/Mate


Auto/Mate Dealership Systems is a leading provider of dealership management system software to
retail automotive dealerships, typically saving dealers thousands of dollars per month from their
current provider. AMPS® is a user-friendly, feature-rich DMS in use by more than 1,350 auto dealers
nationwide. Auto/Mate has received consecutive DrivingSales Dealer Satisfaction Awards.


Auto/Mate’s employees have more than 1,200 years of combined experience working in franchised
auto dealerships, the foundation of its By Car People, For Car People™ slogan. Auto/Mate is
committed to winning its customers’ business each and every month with no long-term contracts and
free software upgrades.
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