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The Rev. Jay Lawlor continues his series
on America's Goals. He looks at looks at
Goal 4 Empowering People Over Special
Interests and how Jesus confronted fear.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN, US, March 12, 2018
/EINPresswire.com/ -- The Rev. Jay
Lawlor continues his series on America's
Goals for 2030. In his fourth blog post he
looks at Goal 4 Empowering People Over
Special Interests. Following is the Rev.
Lawlor's post.

We know what is wrong with politics
today: big corporate money drowns out
voters, and politicians choose special interests over regular people.  Too many politicians vote for
corporate tax breaks, subsidies, and bailouts for the rich and powerful that most people oppose.  And
they implement voting procedures  designed to make it harder to register and vote. It sometimes
seems that corporate special interests control everything—and even threaten our private online data.

Jesus was God entering into
the world for the purpose of
transformation. A
transformation which turns
evil on its head and replaces
injustice, hatred, and violence
with justice, love, and peace.”

The Rev. Jay Lawlor

It’s time to break the political grip of corporate interests and
empower people in politics and society. (Source: America's
Goals)

4. Empowering People Over Special Interests
4.a Limit corporate special interest spending in politics
4.b At least 70% voter participation and fair legislative districts
4.c Personal control for everyone over their private online data

Jesus Confronting Fear, Money, Power, and Control

Special interests are ruled by the desire for money, power, and control (an unholy trinity). We see this
manifest in various types of oppression. Fear itself is used as a primary weapon of special interests.
Create constant states of fear helps them in raising money, buying politicians, and maintaining control.
All at the expense of true democracy of the people, by the people, for the people.

Jesus' day was no stranger to tactics of fear and oppression. Rome used fear for control. The desire
for money, power, and control were at play then too. But Jesus proclaimed something different. Jesus
called for transformation of society into a beloved community where fear and oppression were not the
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controlling factors of life.

Jesus addressed the fear he saw directly. Fear of the “other”; fear of change; fear of love over hate;
fear of peace over violence; fear of justice over the oppression of control. At the heart is a fear of
trusting in God’s beloved community over a desire for unrelenting privilege and power. Evil wants us
to be afraid. As long as we are afraid we are silent. And when we are silent, evil has the upper hand.

It can be a difficult task. As Richard Rohr observes, the price for real transformation is high. It means
that we have to change our loyalties from power, success, money, ego, and control to the imitation of
a Vulnerable God where servanthood, surrender, and simplicity reign. 

Jesus is the incursion of God in the world. He is one with the authority and reign of God. And Jesus’
first act of public ministry in Mark’s Gospel is to teach. In so doing he calls out evil and invites
transformation. It is there, as evil knows, where fear is broken and evil destroyed.

Jesus as the incursion of God was doing something new in the world. Jesus was God entering into
the world for the purpose of transformation. A transformation which turns evil on its head and replaces
injustice, hatred, and violence with justice, love, and peace. 

The original article is available at https://www.therevjaylawlor.com/americas-goals-goal-4-
empowering-people-special-interests/
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