
President’s Advisory Council on Doing Business
in Africa Visits Ethiopian Airlines
Results in Closer U.S. - Ethiopian Business Partnerships

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, UNITED STATES, June 25, 2018 /EINPresswire.com/ -- U.S. Under
Secretary of Commerce Gilbert Kaplan led a large delegation of U.S. businesses and officials from
across the U.S. government on a visit to Ethiopian Airlines. Under Secretary Kaplan met with
Ethiopian Airlines CEO Tewolde Gebremariam, to discuss potential ways for U.S. companies to
partner with Ethiopian Airlines to achieve even greater growth, including in the construction and
operation of new airports. The rest of the group toured Ethiopian Airlines’ impressive aviation
academy and cargo facilities. 

During the visit, Ethiopian Airlines announced deals with General Electric (GE) and Honeywell and a
training grant from the U.S. Trade Development Agency (USTDA). USTDA is partnering with the
Sabre Corporation to provide an Airline Solutions Training Program Technical Assistance grant for
Ethiopian Airlines Enterprise, which could leverage up to $21.2 million in financing to support the
procurement of airline information technology solutions, consulting services, and industry best
practices. Ethiopian Airlines is procuring twelve General Electric engines valued at $444 million, as
well as a separate $473.5 million 10-year maintenance contract. Ethiopian Airlines has also signed
two contracts with Honeywell – a $10.2 million deal for the Bole Airport expansion and a $7.2 million
Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) service contract. 

“Ethiopian Airlines is a great partner for the U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S. business
community,” said Undersecretary Kaplan. "This is evidenced by their close collaboration with several
U.S. firms including Boeing, whose aircraft make up roughly seventy percent of its fleet, and General
Electric, which we just announced will provide Ethiopian Airlines with nearly a billion dollars’ worth of
aircraft engines and maintenance services. I am visiting Addis Ababa with members of the President’s
Advisory Council on Doing Business in Africa to meet with Ethiopian government and business
leaders to explore ways to deepen commercial engagement between the United States and Ethiopia.”

Regarding the deal, Group CEO Ethiopian Airlines, Mr. Tewolde GebreMariam said, “Ethiopian is the
most significant source of US –Ethiopia business relations. These relations cover the full spectrum of
commercial aviation sector, ranging from aircraft, engines, navigation to flight tracking systems. These
latest deals further solidify the commercial relations between U.S. firms and Ethiopian Airlines Group
and amount to billions of U.S. dollars in business and thousands of jobs. With Ethiopian Vision 2025,
fast growth, more business collaborations lie in the years ahead.”

Ethiopian Airlines’ fast, profitable and sustainable growth and outstanding leadership sets a powerful
example of the economic potential in Ethiopia – one of the world’s fastest growing economies.  For
over 70 years since the Airline’s founding, American companies and the U.S. government have
enjoyed successful partnerships with Ethiopian Airlines, demonstrating the incredible potential of
cooperation between our countries.

The President’s Advisory Council on Doing Business in Africa (PAC-DBIA), composed of 23 U.S.
companies across a variety of sectors, is visiting Ethiopia, Kenya, Côte d’Ivoire, and Ghana to gather
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insight into market opportunities and challenges faced by U.S. businesses, which will inform their
subsequent recommendations to President Trump on how to strengthen bilateral trade and
investment with these countries.   

About Ethiopian

Ethiopian Airlines (Ethiopian) is the fastest growing Airline in Africa. In its seventy plus years of
operation, Ethiopian has become one of the continent’s leading carriers, unrivalled in efficiency and
operational success.

Ethiopian commands the lion’s share of the pan-African passenger and cargo network operating the
youngest and most modern fleet to more than 110 international passenger and cargo destinations
across five continents. Ethiopian fleet includes ultra-modern and environmentally friendly aircraft such
as Airbus A350, Boeing 787-8, Boeing 787-9, Boeing 777-300ER, Boeing 777-200LR, Boeing 777-
200 Freighter, Bombardier Q-400 double cabin with an average fleet age of five years. In fact,
Ethiopian is the first airline in Africa to own and operate these aircraft.

Ethiopian is currently implementing a 15-year strategic plan called Vision 2025 that will see it become
the leading aviation group in Africa with eight business centers: Ethiopian Regional Services;
Ethiopian International Services; Ethiopian Cargo & Logistics Services; Ethiopian MRO Services;
Ethiopian Aviation Academy; Ethiopian In-flight Catering; Ethiopian Ground Services and Ethiopian
Airports Services. Ethiopian is a multi-award winning airline registering an average growth of 25% in
the past seven years. 
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