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Musculoskeletal Drugs Manufacturers'
Strategies Keep Their Market Growing Rapidly
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Hoffman La Roche’s strategy aims at developing new products by investing in R&D and strategic
collaborations and agreements. GSK aims to strengthen its pipeline of products by increasing
investments in R&D. The company has regulatory filings in Europe and the USA for a
subcutaneous formulation of Benlysta, a treatment for systemic lupus disease, and for
sirukumab, an investigational IL-6 treatment for rheumatoid arthritis. In 2016, the company
invested 3.6 billion pounds in R&D. Pfizer aims to strengthen its Innovative Health (IH)
biopharmaceutical segment by developing innovative and patent-protected products and
continuing investments in highly differentiated product candidates. In 2016, the company
acquired the small molecule antibiotics business from AstraZeneca, to further improve its
product portfolio. In addition, the acquisitions of Anacor and Medivation also expanded Pfizer's
pipeline in high priority therapeutic areas of inflammation and immunology and oncology.

Other strategies that are helping the musculoskeletal drugs market keep growing well are the
development of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (nsaids) for acute musculoskeletal pain,
the launch of intrathecal pumps to deliver muscle relaxants such as baclofen directly into the
spinal cord to provide instant relief, and intra-articular drug delivery systems to administer
medicines to treat arthritis, and getting approval from the concerned departments to market
muscle relaxants for new indications such as fibromyalgia, muscle cramps and strains.
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