
Sedus and Kapsch develop the smart office
WALDSHUT, BADEN-WüRTTEMBERG,
GERMANY, September 18, 2018
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Building
technology is becoming increasingly
sophisticated and the outstanding
examples of smart buildings are an
impressive demonstration of what is
possible with the technology of today.
Lighting, heating, ventilation, signage,
security and access control systems,
and even connected information and
communication technology – there is
almost nothing that cannot be
electronically activated, controlled,
digitally recorded, and evaluated.
Naturally, facility managers are also
highly interested in everything
surrounding the use of space right
now. 

Companies are moving away from fixed workplaces and rigid office structures and increasingly
turning towards smart working concepts. The freedom to work from any workspace we choose,
according to the task at hand and our personal preferences, fundamentally changes the way we
work. This in turn has a substantial influence not just on worker efficiency, but also fosters
greater creativity and job satisfaction. 

Sedus first presented the se:connects system at Orgatec 2016. This was the first digital analysis
tool to support optimal utilisation of offices and workplaces available on the open market. Now
se:connects has been further developed and new functions have been added in recent months
thanks to a collaboration with experts from Kapsch BusinessCom AG. 

The innovative solution is based around a mobile app and intelligent IoT sensors and is designed
to make it easy to use and manage workspaces in smart working environments. Employees
choose a workplace based on their current task and/or preferences. Desks and office chairs
record the presence of users via sensors, and facility managers receive anonymised but very
valuable data that can be leveraged to plan and use available space more efficiently.

Holger Jahnke, Sedus Stoll AG speaker of the board: “Our se:connects mobile app is an important
cornerstone of modern building technology. I am convinced that in the near future there will
only be ‘one app for everything’. In Kapsch we have found a strong and innovative partner able
to offer manufacturer- and system-independent solutions. Large international customers in
particular often have extremely convoluted and complex IT structures, but they expect simple
IoT solutions that work without a hitch. At our stand at Orgatec we will therefore be taking the
opportunity to demonstrate how applications, media technology, and video conferencing
systems can be integrated in a user-friendly way.”

Jochen Borenich, Kapsch BusinessCom AG Executive Board: “We are delighted to work with
Sedus to make the vision of a smart office a reality. We were able to win over decision-makers
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with our end-to-end digitalisation concept. Everything from the sensors on chairs and tables
through to the IoT gateway modules, cloud platform, and data analysis tools, including the
dashboard interface and mobile application, is supplied by Kapsch.

Kapsch and Sedus share a similarly long heritage. Back when Sedus was developing the first
office chairs more than 125 years ago, Kapsch was involved in transmission technology – in the
form of Morse transmitters and receivers. In the digital era, we are now combining the expertise
of these two long-standing German-speaking companies with se:connects and the smart
connected office.

Any companies that fail to offer smart IoT solutions will miss out on the opportunities it offers.
This is clear to all players active in the field. The distinctions between segments such as
hardware, software, and services are losing their meaning, and the individual branches of ICT are
increasingly merging into one. Digitalisation, the internet of things, and big data are trends that
affect all businesses and their technologies. Experienced IoT users are convinced that artificial
intelligence is required to make sense of the high complexity of IT environments and the
amounts of associated data created by Cisco, Microsoft, HP, and their peers.

Holger Jahnke: “The IoT market will continue to develop apace and bring us closer and closer
together. What some might think sounds like ‘big brother’ will bring many benefits and
advantages to the majority. I believe smart networking will become a core function of certain
products and services such as usage-based billing models. 

Incidentally, the term artificial intelligence was coined 15 years before the first manned mission
to the moon. When Neil Armstrong became the first person to ever set foot on the moon,
nobody really knew what he should do there. But that was not the point – it was to prove that it
was technically possible. In a related sense, we at Sedus and Kapsch are embarking on a mission
to Mars, metaphorically speaking, and our goal is to prove the feasibility of the smart office. A
stopover is planned for Orgatec in Cologne, Hall 8, Stand B50.”

Additional information:

Kapsch BusinessCom AG is a subsidiary of the Kapsch Group and is based in Austria. As a leading
digitalisation partner, Kapsch works with companies to improve business performance and
develop new business models. Kapsch acts as a consultant, system supplier, and service
provider. The extensive portfolio comprises technology solutions for intelligent and above all
secure ICT infrastructure, smart building, media, and security technology, and outsourcing
services. 

Kapsch BusinessCom AG generated revenue of more than €318 million in the 2017/2018
financial year and employs around 1,200 people.

Sedus Stoll AG, based in Dogern, Germany, is a leading supplier of office equipment and
innovative workplace concepts. Sedus develops and manufactures its high-quality products in
Germany and distributes worldwide. As office furniture specialists and technological pioneers,
Sedus has continually raised the bar throughout its 145-year history – particularly in the areas of
ergonomics, design, and sustainability. In the process, Sedus has developed industry standards
that have gained worldwide recognition. 

The Sedus Stoll Group generated revenue of more than €191 million in 2017 and employs
around 900 people.
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