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Jacksonville lawyer Janet P. Reed publishes
article on manual research for legal issues,
particularly state law

While the internet can be a good start to
identify where records may be located,
manual research may be necessary in
many cases, writes Janet Reed, Esq.

JACKSONVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA,
UNITED STATES, January 25, 2019
/EINPresswire.com/ -- It is hard to
believe, but manual research is still
required of lawyers, especially in the
realm of state law, including family law,
expunction, driver’s license restoration,
and similar issues. Janet Reed, in her
newest published article, provides
advice on traditional (or “manual”)
research for family law and other
issues. The complete article is available
on the blog of Ms. Reed at

https://janetreedesqg.blogspot.com/ R
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There is no doubt, conducting legal

research can be extremely difficult regardless of the sources that you might have access to.
There are a number of different aspects that need to be taken into consideration when
conducting legal research. This is because there are a lot of different directions that you can take
with legal research, and it is absolutely imperative for you to take all factors and aspects into
consideration when you're dealing with legal documents and cases since even the slightest
discrepancy can amount to a lot.

Needless to say, legal research requires a lot more concentration and diligence than other types
of research due to the different conclusions that are possible with minor tweaking. What's more,
since there’s a lot more material that you need to go through when it comes to legal research,
you need to be absolutely certain that your sources are not only credible and authoritative, but
also relevant to the problem at hand.

Another common problem that researchers and people interested in legal issues encounter is


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://janetreedesq.blogspot.com/
https://janetreedesq.blogspot.com/

that of contradictory information

Janet Pittman Reed has been licensed for 30 years and handles cases in Divorce & Separation. This attorney works

aVa | Ia ble O n | | ne, Ad d |t|0 n a I |y, | n m Ost in Jacksonville, NC and attended University of Florida, Fredric G. Levin College of Law. She was admitted in North

Carolina in 1997.

cases, credible information online
comes with a literal price to pay. What
thlS means 15 that mOSt Onll.ne Family Law attorney Janet Pittman Reed starts legal blog
platforms that contain credible Iegal and commentary on Family Law matters to inform families
information expect you to pay a fee to II=ES

be granted access or authority to view
the content.

Monday, November 12, 2018

Interested in learning more about how
you can go about conducting legal
research the right way? Read on to find
out as we tell you all about the R L e
different steps that you should take to

conduct legal research the traditional
way without relying on online sources

for best results.

Blog of Janet Pittman Reed, NC Lawyer

Yes, Law Libraries still do exist. For many of us, including lawyers, it is hard to believe that there
are still law libraries out there. In fact, they are highly
“ useful and often allow you to do research free of charge.

Manual research as well as So here is my first piece of advice: ask a librarian before
checking records and files at ~ wasting time searching through a library yourself - In the
a courthouse or a repository past, to do research, a law student would head over to the

such as recorder of deeds is law library and ask a Librarian for help. Today, that might
still necessary for many strike many lawyers as, well, outdated. The fact is that
State law issues.” librarians know the library better than anybody, and if you

Janet Pittman Reed, lawyer in ~ are looking for something specific, a simple question to a
North Caroling  librarian may save you hours of wasted time.

Contrary to popular belief, the path you follow for legal research will be based on a number of
different factors. What this means that there is no single, absolute path that's that must be
followed in case you need to conduct legal research.

While there are certain common and extremely popular steps that are generally followed by
anyone who wishes to conduct legal research, it's important to note that these steps may or may
not be followed in a sequential fashion for each scenario. This essentially means that while
certain scenarios may require you to follow the steps listed below in the exact order, you may
choose to play around for other cases - and that will not affect the results of your research.

Before you start conducting legal research, it's important for you to know that you will be
expected to revisit certain sources of information for increased clarity. What's more, you might
even be expected to check certain sources of information a number of times due to exceptions.
Even in the case of exceptions, you will have to double-check whether the conditions of the
exception apply to your particular case, and if there is any way that the exception can be worked
around for your particular scenario.

Here are some of the steps that you are advised to follow when conducting legal research
without the use of the internet:

Have you identified the exact issue? The number one reason why people are unable to conduct
thorough research is the fact that they do not pay enough attention to the initial phase of the
process. It goes without saying that identifying the problem and its scope is of key importance



when you're interested in conducting
legal research as doing so will
essentially set the precedent and give
you an idea of how thorough your
research must be.

When you're trying to identify the
problem and its scope, it's also
important to ask questions that are
highly specific and will give you a clear
understanding of the jurisdiction,
search terms, and time period that is
applicable or relevant to the problem.
By doing so, instead of being confused
by all of the options that you have
available, it will be possible for you to
get a better sense of direction to start
taking the most appropriate path for
conducting your research.

Have you checked other sources of
information? Unlike primary sources,
secondary law or sources of
information are bound to help you
understand how your specific scenario
is also relevant for a much broader
context. What’s more, once you start
browsing through secondary sources
of information, it will be far easier for
you to visit primary sources that are
relevant to your particular scenario
and can help you gain greater
understanding for the scope in
guestion.

By consulting secondary sources of
information, it will also be possible for
you to get references to citations and
statutes that will help you gain the
right information regarding your legal
research.

What is the “relevant” information
here? Once you have done your fair
share of research through secondary
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sources, it will be far easier for you to identify relevant statutes that will help you in gaining the
information that you need for your legal research of a particular scope, question, or scenario. By
identifying relevant statutes, you can get into greater detail and start browsing through to find
other sections that may be relevant or could potentially add value to your legal research.

In addition to finding the right statutes for the legal research of your particular scenario, you can
also browse through cases in digests and find ones that may contain relevant information to
ensure that all aspects of research are covered.

Make sure to write down important facts. Keeping track of all of the documents that you have
already been through is extremely essential to ensure that you do not have to resort to the same



cases and documents over and over again. It's also important to note that you must do so
regardless of whether or not you have retrieved any relevant information from the source.

Now that you are familiar with all of the steps that you need to follow to conduct research the
traditional way, it will be easy for you to figure out how you want to proceed with looking for the
legal information you need.

About Janet Pittman Reed

lanet P. Reed is an attorney in Jacksonville, North Carolina, and handles Family Law cases such as
Divorce & Separation, Personal Injury, Traffic, Criminal Law, Driver’s License Restoration Services,
and Civil Litigation cases.
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