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Hundreds of award-winning artists and students of
the Planet Symphony Orchestra were recognised for
their collective efforts to highlight the environmental
emergency by the City of Middleton, USA which
declared 22 June every year as Planet Symphony
Day.  Their recording of the 8-minute, 12-part, 72-
scale Climatrix Symphony, launched on World
Environment Day (5 June, 2019) is the worldÕs largest
multinational, multicultural artistic call for climate
action.  

The biggest war, ever: ÒThe Planet Symphony is
deeply appreciative of the City of MiddletonÕs
gesture. But we are all acutely aware that plenty
needs to be done all around and are keen to create
a platform for the same, since the most extreme
scientific estimates  give us barely five years to save
ourselves from an environmental meltdownÓ, said Chitravina N Ravikiran, initiator of the Planet
Symphony movement, which has members from 65 countries.  ÒThe climate crisis is bigger than
every war mankind has seen so far, as weÕre combating both climate and time. The only solution
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is for Governments to agree to work as one and allocate
huge chunks from the US$1.6 trillion that is their combined
defence budgets now to defend the planet by eliminating
the excess CO! by natural and technological meansÓ. 

The allocation would be sufficient at $150 per tonne to
remove CO! provided that emissions do not go up post-
2020 and reforestation enables trees to lock away at least
100/700 gigatonnes of CO! by 2100. If we reduce
emissions by 6% every year from 2020, we will only need to
remove about 150 gigatonnes of carbon, which can

significantly bring down both cost and effort. But when scientists give only up to 2025 (or even
2030), everything has to be fast-forwarded exponentially. 
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