
Animal Wellness Applauds Agreement to
Phase Out Greyhound Racing in Arkansas
AWA had been urging Delaware North,
the parent company to Southland Casino
Racing in Arkansas, 
to get out of the business of running
dogs

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, USA, October
17, 2019 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Animal
Wellness Action, a national
organization promoting legal standards
against cruelty, applauded an
announcement made today by key
stakeholders that live greyhound racing
will end in Arkansas, one of the last
states to stage this archaic form of
animal competition. The agreement,
approved by the state racing
commission, promises to end dog racing by 2022.

“We applaud Southland and its parent company Delaware North for getting this deal over the
finish line,” said Wayne Pacelle, founder of Animal Wellness Action.  AWA and the Center for a

This is a short phase-out,
and it’s good for dogs and
for Southland and its
reputation.”

Wayne Pacelle

Humane Economy, working with GREY2K USA Worldwide,
have been urging the Buffalo-based gambling and food
service company that owns Southland Casino Racing in
West Memphis, Ark. to develop a plan to end racing. “This
is a short phase-out, and it’s good for dogs and for
Southland and its reputation.”

Commercial dog racing is illegal in 41 states, and less than
a year ago, Florida voters approved Amendment 13 to

phase out the practice there by the end of 2020.  Already, 6 of the 12 tracks in the state have
been shuttered since the landslide vote last December.

Outside of Florida, there are a handful of tracks operating in the U.S. with tracks in Alabama,
Iowa, and Texas barely hanging on. Delaware North owns two tracks in West Virginia, and the
agreement in Arkansas should be an indicator that the company wants out of this business in
order to emphasize other gaming activities.

“It is our hope that Delaware North works out a similar agreement with greyhound breeders and
other key stakeholders in West Virginia,” added Pacelle. “West Virginia does not want to be the
last place in the United States with regular racing that put greyhounds at risk.”

Most tracks don’t make money, but gambling interests that own the tracks are being obligated by
the states to subsidize the operations and to require that the tracks run dogs even when it’s a
money-loser. The states shouldn’t force businesses to conduct operations that they don’t want to

http://www.einpresswire.com


do and that lose money. 
At the few tracks that remain, the dogs often perform in front of nearly empty arenas. Instead of
cleaning up their act, the industry has fought reform efforts. Dogs play an important role in our
lives, and they deserve to be protected from unpopular spectacles that put them at risk. 

The Animal Wellness Foundation (Foundation) is a Los Angeles-based private charitable
organization with a mission of helping animals by making veterinary care available to everyone
with a pet, regardless of economic ability. We organize rescue efforts and medical services for
dogs and cats in need and help homeless pets find a loving caregiver. We are advocates for
getting veterinarians to the front lines of the animal welfare movement; promoting responsible
pet ownership; and vaccinating animals against infectious diseases such as distemper. We also
support policies that prevent animal cruelty and that alleviate suffering. We believe helping
animals helps us all.

Animal Wellness Action (Action) is a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)(4) organization with a mission
of helping animals by promoting legal standards forbidding cruelty. We champion causes that
alleviate the suffering of companion animals, farm animals, and wildlife. We advocate for policies
to stop dogfighting and cockfighting and other forms of malicious cruelty and to confront factory
farming and other systemic forms of animal exploitation. To prevent cruelty, we promote
enacting good public policies and we work to enforce those policies. To enact good laws, we
must elect good lawmakers, and that’s why we remind voters which candidates care about our
issues and which ones don’t. We believe helping animals helps us all.
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