
Watchdog Warns of 2020 Brave New World
Australian and US Mental Health Agenda

Children are being evaluated based on subjective,
rather than scientific-based questions or medical
tests. The push is also to predict the onset of
emerging disorders and potentially drug the child for
"prevention."

Behavioral screening of 0-5 year olds,
psychotropic drugging of children, pre-
drugging kids to “prevent” mental
disorders form a dangerous agenda,
CCHR cautions

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, UNITED
STATES, December 18, 2019
/EINPresswire.com/ -- While the United
States unfortunately leads the world in
labeling its children with mental
disorders and drugging them, Australia
seems determined to take over the
dishonorable title, according to mental
health watchdog, Citizens Commission
on Human Rights International (CCHR).
IQVia reports that in the U.S. 2.1 million
0-17 year olds are prescribed
antidepressants and another 1.1
million are on antipsychotics.[1]
Australia has the fourth highest rate of
antidepressant use in the world and
the number of children and teens taking these have increased by almost 60% in the past five
years.[2] This is despite warnings that the drugs can induce suicide in the young.

Mental health screenings
spell disaster for toddlers,
children and youth. CCHR
campaigns for such abuses
to be exposed and for
workable, accountable
programs that help
individuals.”

Jan Eastgate, President CCHR
International

According to CCHR, this Brave New World scenario is about
to get worse with efforts to screen infants and children for
signs of “at risk” behavior and emotions.[3] CCHR’s
international president, Jan Eastgate says, “Children are
being evaluated based on subjective, rather than scientific-
based questions or medical tests. The push is also to
predict the onset of emerging disorders and potentially
drug the child for ‘prevention.’” 

The Australia government’s Productivity Commission
investigating mental health policy recently proposed that
1.25 million children ages 0-3 be screened for “mental
illness” or “emerging mental illness.”[4] Further, teachers
should be trained to recognize mental health “risks.”[5] It

also recommends universal screening for perinatal “mental illness,”[6] which could mean that
before children are born they may be damaged from antidepressants or electroshock treatment
prescribed pregnant women.[7]  

“At risk” has become a highly contagious and commercial term, Eastgate says. “It is used to justify
‘early intervention,’ theorizing that pre-drugging a person can prevent mental disorders, one of
which was called Psychosis Risk Syndrome (PRS).” She compared this to the 1932 novel, Brave
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New World, in which Aldous Huxley
depicted a utopian but controlled
civilization, using the “technique of
suggestion—through infant
conditioning and, later, with the aid of
drugs.”[8] Psychiatric drug sales have
now reached more than $80 billion a
year.

Championing PRS was Australian
psychiatrist, Patrick McGorry, who
currently endorses all Australians being
taxed a mental health levy to pay for
psychiatric services. The State of
Victoria is set to implement this next
year,[9] despite improvement failures
of a similar tax in California. In
California, millionaires are taxed some
$2 billion a year to contribute to the
state’s mental health budget.[10] Yet
an estimated 1.5 million California
children are prescribed psychotropic
drugs.[11] One in nine high school girls
attempted suicide in 2015.[12] A recent
Los Angeles Times investigation found
records of 100 deaths in California
psychiatric hospitals, of which 50 were
suicides.[13]

McGorry’s program, “Headspace: Youth Mental Health,” will likely benefit from the tax. Already,
between October 2018 and January 2019, the Australian government invested AU$208 million
(US $143m) in Headspace.[14]  

McGorry speaks at U.S. and international psychiatric conferences[15] about his programs. Yet,
Professor Alan Francis, chairman of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for Mental Health
(DSM-IV) Taskforce, condemned PRS, pointing to a Cochrane review that discredited McGorry’s
extravagant claims for early intervention. The rigorous review of the scientific literature
concluded “there was insufficient scientific evidence to support McGorry’s grand assertions that
early intervention programs promote enduring change and can reduce the lifelong burden and
cost of illness.”[16]

PRS was dropped by the DSM5 Committee in 2013 because it would have led to large numbers
of young people being drugged, according to The Australian.[17] Mental health specialists also
said the focus on early intervention for adolescents and young adults was “massively
oversold.”[18]

An independent evaluation of headspace in 2015 revealed that of the 26,058 evaluated 12-25-
year-olds, only 13% had a “clinically significant improvement,” 29% had no change and an
unacceptable 24% either declined or significantly worsened.[19]  

An audit of the medical records of another program, Orygen Youth Health in 2012, found a
majority of depressed 15 to 25-year-olds were given antidepressants before they had received
adequate counselling and fewer than half were followed up to see whether their symptoms had
improved or to check for side effects, which includes increased risk of suicide.[20]

“Mental health screenings spell disaster for toddlers, children and youth,” Eastgate warns.



“CCHR campaigns for such abuses to be exposed and for workable, accountable programs that
help individuals and do not harm them.”  Click here to report psychiatric abuse.

CCHR is the mental health watchdog responsible for more than 180 laws that now protect
patients from damaging practices. DONATE to support its work.
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