
Is your birthday celebration affected by having
to stay at home now?
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We’re not spreading Covid19. We’re
reflecting on our daily habits. 

By Adrienne Rubin

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES,
March 21, 2020 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Today is my husband’s birthday.  Spring
is here, the birds outside are chirping,
and we’re celebrating quietly at home.
Family and friends are not coming
over. We are not going out for our
traditional family birthday dinner at
Spago in Beverly Hills.  

There is no unnecessary shopping, and
no special birthday gifts were
purchased before Covid19 took over
our lives.  Watchful waiting and
patience are the virtues we are
practicing now.  We must do our part to stay safe and keep others safe as well.  

As an importer of fine jewelry from Italy, I know many Italians whose lives have been
endangered, and I worry.  Too many have already succumbed to Covid19. That’s why today,
when I received advice from a prominent Italian businessman, I decided to pass it on.  Umberto
Vega, exporter of high fashion Italian watches, asks us to reflect on our daily habits.  His missive
in the online newsletter, The Talk, written Friday, March 20, 2020, by Lorenza Scalisi, is reprinted
below.  

I want to be positive and, as an initial input on the extreme situation we are experiencing, I
would like to report the words of a colleague in Hong Kong: it seems that, in the last week, since
stores re-opened, the turnover was that of an entire month. My opinion, then, is that, once this
dramatic quarantine chapter is over, let’s say, towards the end of April – unfortunately, I think
that the date of 3 April set in the decree, is a deadline that will be prolonged – everything will re-
start very quickly, even faster than we can imagine at the moment. I don’t think our way of doing
business will change because the luxury sector follows out-of-the-ordinary routes and will
certainly not be attacked by this type of crisis. However, I think that retailers will be more
attentive to favouring local customers. It is the hard lesson that this desperate experience is
teaching us: look more to those nearby rather than wait and wish for something from afar. If, in
fact, it was the foreigner who was considered as the new “eldorado”, brought here by an extreme
and total globalization, after the crisis, this will no longer be the case. On the contrary, also
because it will not be so easy to travel for one or two years. The coronavirus will definitely leave
us with new habits, let’s say, in terms of respect for others and hygiene: in stores, it will be
normal to wear masks or offer the customer hand sanitizer after a handshake. In short, we will
pay more attention to inter-personal behavior. 

http://www.einpresswire.com


My real concern, at least the initial one, is not the lost turnover. Of course, we have to account
for a total block of at least two months’ takings, which I hope we can recoup in August, as long as
the cities do not empty. The lack of Rolex or Patek Philippe sales is not what worries me. What
will be felt is the impoverishment of some sectors, the first price ones, like, for example, the
catering industry, hotels, clothing, which are particularly suffering and that, for sure, will also
mean fewer customers for us. For example, the taxi-driver who, in these two months, has not
even had a fare, will never recoup it and, obviously, will have to go without a purchase, perhaps
that watch he has had his eyes on for ages. Despite everything, we are optimists, we must be! A
“positive” effect will be that, finally, at least this is my experience, inter-personal relationships will
change because we are beginning to understand what it means not to have simple contact with
each other and this is something we were not ready for. Now some simple things that we were
used to are missing as a result of globalization. 

In these days, in the few moments that I grant myself a walk with my dog, I look at my Milan,
empty and silent, and I ask myself why we have never investigated into how to avoid numerous
deaths due to asthma, pneumonia or tumors caused by pollution. This forced lockdown has
considerably improved the air in our cities and this has made me think: a little effort from each
of us, the art of managing by ourselves, of being obliged to do without something, is benefitting
everyone. Who knows, perhaps this extremization will make us stop and think from now on and,
by giving up just one of our habits or commodities, we can do something good for everyone. 

A recipe for coming out of the tunnel?  Banks should be the first to do their duty. They must help
the small entrepreneurs who will find things difficult immediately. If this does not happen, these
people will not be able to re-start and a whole sector of consumers, and businessmen, will
disappear. The Cura Italia decree is definitely not enough. After the initial confusion and lack of
real decision-making in taking strong initiatives, I must say that the Government has been able to
manage the situation, reacting quite quickly with some very unpopular provisions, but, from an
economic point of view, further courage is needed. And Europe has lost a great chance to show
that it is united and strong.

---------------------------------------------------

Adrienne Rubin
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“Diamonds and Scoundrels” is a memoir that follows Adrienne Rubin as she first begins in the
jewelry business. When Adrienne Rubin enters into the jewelry business in 1970s Los Angeles,
she is a maverick in a world dominated by men. She soon meets a young hotshot salesman who
doesn’t seem to struggle at all, and when he asks her to be his partner, she is excited to join him.
She doesn’t know him well, but she does know his father, and she believes he is as trustworthy
as the day is long.

“Diamonds and Scoundrels” shows us how a woman in a man’s world, with tenacity and sheer
determination, can earn respect and obtain a true sense of accomplishment. Following Rubin’s
experiences in the jewelry industry through the ’70s, ’80s, and ’90s—with the ups and downs,
good guys and bad—this is a tale of personal growth, of how to overcome challenges with
courage and resilience. It’s a story for the woman today who, in addition to a rich family life,
seeks a self-realized, fulfilling path toward a life well lived.

“Diamonds & Scoundrels is an incredible story of a woman who seemingly had it all but craved
purpose. Through determination, boldness, entrepreneurial spirit and sheer will, she built a
flourishing business, smashed barriers and proved that no dream is out of reach if you simply
refuse to quit,” states Matt Iseman host of American Ninja Warrior. It seems that this memoir
from Adrienne Rubin is one you don’t want to miss out on.
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