
AOAC INTERNATIONAL activates accelerated
program to evaluate test kits for detecting
coronavirus on surfaces

Emergency Response Validation Project will streamline expert review

of SARS-CoV-2 Virus Test Kits

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND, USA, May 18, 2020 /EINPresswire.com/

-- AOAC INTERNATIONAL today announced the launch of a

project to evaluate and certify the performance of test kits that

detect the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, the causative agent of

COVID-19 illness, on environmental surfaces. 

The project will employ the Emergency Response Validation

option of the AOAC Research Institute’s Performance Tested Methods Program. This option

allows for evaluation and review of multiple test kit models simultaneously, to accelerate the

availability and variety of certified test kits. The AOAC Research Institute is a division of AOAC

INTERNATIONAL.

The Performance Tested Methods program provides independent third-party expert review and

certification for proprietary test method performance. The certification mark assures users that

an independent assessment found that test method performance meets an appropriate

standard for its intended use. 

Environmental surface test kits are designed to be used on-site by a layman, and may include

sample collection swabs, safety equipment such as gloves and alcohol wipes, and shipping

materials for sending collected samples to a laboratory. 

Environmental monitoring is already common in the food industry to monitor facilities for

pathogens and allergens and to determine if sanitation programs are being effective. Reliable

tests for detecting coronavirus on environmental surfaces are critical to food supply chain and

retail businesses concerned with protecting workers and consumers as public health restrictions

are relaxed. 

While the primary path of coronavirus transmission is through person-to-person contact, virus-

carrying respiratory droplets can remain on surfaces and transmission can also occur through

contact with these surfaces. Research published in the New England Journal of Medicine in April

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.aoac.org
https://www.aoac.org/scientific-solutions/research-institute-ptm/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2004973


indicates that viable coronavirus can remain for up to 72 hours on plastic and stainless steel, 24

hours on cardboard, and four hours on copper.

The AOAC INTERNATIONAL Emergency Response Validation Project is projected to be underway

on or about June 15, 2020.  For more information contact Scott Coates at scoates@aoac.org or

301-924-7077 ext. 137.

###

About AOAC INTERNATIONAL

AOAC INTERNATIONAL is a globally recognized, 501(c)(3), independent, third party, not-for-profit

association and voluntary consensus standards developing organization founded in 1884. When

analytical needs arise within a community or industry, AOAC INTERNATIONAL is the forum for

finding appropriate science-based solutions through the development of microbiological and

chemical standards. The AOAC Official Methods of Analysis database is used by food scientists

around the world to facilitate public health and safety and to promote trade. For more

information please visit www.AOAC.org.
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