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Animal Wellness Action Celebrates China’s
New Policy Banning the Dog Meat Trade

Policy Action Triggered by the Inescapable
Conclusion Most People Treat Dogs as
Companions, Growing Public Health &
Reputational Concerns, & the COVID-19
Crisis

WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, UNITED STATES, May 30, \ @
2020 /EINPresswire.com/ -- In what can £ " | g welingss
only be described as one of the biggest = : )
contemporary gains for animals Dog Meat
globally, China has removed dogs from

its National Catal f Livestock and - 1
its Nationa .a alogue of Livestock an animal anlma]_
Poultry, clearing the way for the

shutdown of dog meat sales, including wellness Wﬁlll}@SS
dog meat festivals such as the action
infamous one conducted in Yulin. Dogs

in China have long been raised and

collected by the millions annually and Animal Wellness Brands Logo

butchered for human consumption,

and this new policy is a prescription for

ending the entire trade. Only a minority of Chinese consume dog meat, and the younger
generation by and large steers clear of it.

The proposed national policy was elucidated in April, just months after the COVID-19 crisis
started in Wuhan. “With the progress of human civilization and the public’'s concern and

preference for animal protection, dogs have been ‘specialized’ from traditional domestic animals
to companion animals,” wrote a spokesperson from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
in April in the original expression of the proposed policy change.”

“The dog meat trade in China and other nations has triggered investigations, protest, and
outrage even within nations where this industry operates,” noted Wayne Pacelle, President of
Animal Wellness Action. “As pet keeping continued to rise and became the dominant form of
interacting with dogs, the dog meat industry was a contradictory behavior that could endure for
long. The COVID-19 was a catalyst for the evolution in social thinking about dogs.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.foxnews.com/science/china-reclassifying-dogs-as-pets-coronavirus-pandemic

Animals Asia, which has been on the ground in China
“ fighting for animals for over 30 years, sent this dispatch to
Animal Wellness Action: “Although the legislation is not an
outright ban on consumption, the regulation bans the
selling of live dogs and dog meat for food. This means all
the dog restaurants, markets and slaughterhouses
countrywide selling dogs for food are now illegal, sending a
message to the industry that dog meat consumption is not
supported by the government. The protection also extends
to cats.”

The dog meat trade in China
and other nations has
triggered investigations,
protest, and outrage even
within nations where this
industry operates.”

Wayne Pacelle, President of

Animal Wellness Action

The decision follows actions earlier this year by the cities of Shenzhen and Zhuhai to ban the
eating of dogs and cats. It also comes more than a year after the United States banned the trade
domestically, partly as a signal of moral leadership sent to China. AWA helped lead the fight to
pass that law in Congress.

“We expect this decision to end the horrific treatment of millions of dogs who are terrorized,
slaughtered, and skinned as part of the meat trade in China each year,” said Jennifer Skiff,
Director of International Programs for Animal Wellness Action. “But be assured, the battle is far
from over. The ability to enforce is always an issue once a law is created - and that's not China
specific. Still, this action is far-reaching and those who follow the law will walk away from the
trade and their action will create monumental change.”

Skiff, who last year spoke to animal advocates in Beijing about the trade and the global
movement to end it, said, “Today is a day to rejoice for the good people of China who have been
desperate to see this change. Sadly, investigative reports by Animals Asia have shown that the
majority of dogs in the trade are stolen companion animals. This is just the beginning of the end
of the trade.”

“The COVID-19 crisis exposed live animal markets as barbaric and as serious threats to public
health, and the government of China acted responsibility by ordering its closure,” said Odessa
Gunn, Northern California Director for Animal Wellness Action and an investigator who been to
dozens of dog meat markets in China and told the story of the callous and horrifying treatment
of the animals. “It's a celebratory moment for the people of China and for people throughout the
world and with the possible shutdown of live wildlife sales for food, it heralds a new era in the
treatment of animals in China.”

Dogs are still farmed in South Korea and eaten in other Southeast Asian countries. It's hoped
China’s decision will be followed by its neighbors, whose authorities sanction the farming and
tolerate theft of pets and collection of animals for the trade. The stories of those dogs, along
with the photos of them stuffed into wire cages, and on trucks heading to China have fueled the
global movement that can claim part of this week’s decision by China to stop the sale of dogs for



food.

Animal Wellness Action ushered to passage the Dog and Cat Meat Trade Prohibition Act that was
signed into law in December 2018 forbidding the dog and cat meat trade in the United States.

The Animal Wellness Foundation (Foundation) is a Los Angeles-based private charitable
organization with a mission of helping animals by making veterinary care available to everyone
with a pet, regardless of economic ability. We organize rescue efforts and medical services for
dogs and cats in need and help homeless pets find a loving caregiver. We are advocates for
getting veterinarians to the front lines of the animal welfare movement; promoting responsible
pet ownership; and vaccinating animals against infectious diseases such as distemper. We also
support policies that prevent animal cruelty and that alleviate suffering. We believe helping
animals helps us all.

Animal Wellness Action (Action) is a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)(4) organization with a mission
of helping animals by promoting legal standards forbidding cruelty. We champion causes that
alleviate the suffering of companion animals, farm animals, and wildlife. We advocate for policies
to stop dogfighting and cockfighting and other forms of malicious cruelty and to confront factory
farming and other systemic forms of animal exploitation. To prevent cruelty, we promote
enacting good public policies and we work to enforce those policies. To enact good laws, we
must elect good lawmakers, and that's why we remind voters which candidates care about our
issues and which ones don't. We believe helping animals helps us all.
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