
Jessup's Institute for Biodiversity and the
Environment Announces Owl Nesting Success
Using Artificial Burrows

Fledgling owls born at artificial nest study sites on Placer Land Trust's Swainson's Preserve

ROCKLIN, CALIFORNIA, USA, August 6, 2020 /EINPresswire.com/ -- William Jessup University’s

Institute for Biodiversity and the Environment (IBE) is pleased to announce the birth of fledgling

burrowing owls at one of the IBE’s artificial nest study sites on Placer Land Trust’s Swainson’s

Preserve, just outside of Lincoln, California. Swainson's Preserve is part of a network of preserve

lands in Placer County. In addition to demonstrating nesting success by the owls with the use of

artificial burrows, this study is helping recover this species locally in Placer County. 

“Burrowing Owls have been experiencing population declines throughout California and are of

conservation interest to the State of California and to the County of Placer. They are a "covered

species" in the Placer County Conservation Program,” says Dr. Michael McGrann, Chairman of

Jessup’s IBE.

The above-ground burrowing owl artificial nest study project, overseen by IBE Advisor and field

biologist, Ed Pandolfino and Jessup undergraduate research assistant and science honor

student, Tyler Rehrer documented, with the use of camera “traps”, at least five fledgling

burrowing owls at this location. Tyler continues to closely monitor the burrows weekly, making

observations and servicing the camera “traps”.

“While nesting success with above-ground artificial burrows often has negative results, one

advantage of this type of burrow is that it can be used on vernal pool grasslands,” says

Pandolfino. “These habitats often include state and federally-listed plants and animals so they

are more likely to be preserved than other types of grassland.”

In addition to a $5,300 grant awarded to the IBE earlier this year from the Sierra Foothills

Audubon Society, IBE has received another $5,580 grant from SFAS to continue the research on

the use of artificial burrows into next field season. IBE hopes to expand with additional study

sites at Doty Preserve and Placer Land Trust lands. The IBE is also collaborating with the Placer

County Conservation Program on a number of projects. 

About the Institute for Biodiversity and the Environment

The Institute for Biodiversity and the Environment exists to inform and motivate the

http://www.einpresswire.com
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https://jessup.edu/academics/institutes/institute-for-biodiversity/
https://placerlandtrust.org/


conservation, preservation, and restoration of biodiversity, and the environment upon which it

depends, through research, education, and the dissemination of knowledge.

About William Jessup University

As an exceptional Christian college near Sacramento, CA, William Jessup University seeks to

develop the whole person by developing skills in communication, quantitative reasoning, and

critical thinking and by exposing students to a broad cross-section of knowledge in science,

social science, and the humanities.
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