
McDonald's Lags Behind on Animal Welfare
According to Findings of New Chicken Breed
Study
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chicken farm, a known supplier to McDonald’s

Major Companies Are Committing to

Move Away From Fast-growing Breeds,

While McDonald’s Continues to Ignore

Calls for Change.

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES,

September 9, 2020 /EINPresswire.com/

-- Global Animal Partnership (GAP) has

released the first multi-disciplinary

study of its kind with the University of

Guelph looking into the animal welfare

concerns for modern chickens. The

results argue a clear motivation for

moving away from fast-growing

chicken breeds. 

It is the first study to focus on chicken welfare indicators including tests of behavior, physiology,

McDonald’s has been

stalling for far too long and

will continue to fall behind

its competitors until it

commits to higher chicken

welfare.”

Dane Charbeneau, Campaign

Manager for Animal Equality

immunology, production, and meat quality together into

one research project. The study, which included 7,500 birds

from 16 different strains and took two years to complete,

reported serious physical abnormalities and mobility

problems associated with rapid growth.

Results for faster-growing breeds compared to slower-

growing breeds showed:

- they suffered from a higher incidence of painful footpad

dermatitis and hock burn lesions; 

- greater cellular damage to the muscle tissues and

disproportionate cardiovascular development, suggesting a poorer level of health;

- an inability to stand as long and a reduced capability to move and access vital resources (feed &

water);

- a higher incidence of both wooden breast (WB) and white striping (WS), two breast meat

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://globalanimalpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Better_Chicken_Project_Summary_Report_Global_Animal_Partnership.pdf
https://globalanimalpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Better_Chicken_Project_Summary_Report_Global_Animal_Partnership.pdf
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myopathies that not only represent

meat quality defects but also

negatively impact bird welfare.

Unlike McDonald’s, over 350 leading

food brands around the globe have

already acknowledged the long-known

suffering of fast-growing chickens and

have plans to make changes to move

to higher welfare chicken breeds.

Companies including Burger King,

Subway, and Popeye’s have all signed

on to the Better Chicken Commitment,

a set of standards that addresses the

key animal welfare issues in the

chicken industry.

Last month, Animal Equality UK

released an investigation of 12 chicken

farms from a known McDonald’s

supplier. The troubling footage showed

chickens bred to grow so big, so

quickly, that they suffer from

excruciating leg injuries and are unable

to carry the weight of their own

oversized bodies.

Animal Equality’s Campaign Manager, Dane Charbeneau, says, “This study proves what we

already know—valuing profit over social responsibility means painful consequences for animals.

McDonald’s has been stalling for far too long and will continue to fall behind its competitors until

it commits to higher chicken welfare.” 

For more than two years, a coalition of animal protection organizations has been calling on

McDonald’s to make changes in its chicken supply chain. Hundreds of demonstrations involving

activists such as actor Eddie Falco have taken place outside of McDonald’s restaurants, at its

Chicago headquarters, and at shareholders meetings. Tactics such as aerial banners, a billboard

in Times Square and one near the New York Times building, countless online actions, and over

300,000 petition signatures have been used to urge the company to change. After all these

protests and actions, McDonald’s still continues to put animal welfare on the backburner.

The science-based standards Animal Equality is asking McDonald’s to adopt for its suppliers have

been determined by leading veterinarians and animal welfare experts, and are now backed by

the new GAP study. Companies must phase out the use of fast-growing chicken breeds, and as

https://animalequality.org/news/investigation-abuse-found-on-known-chicken-supplier-to-mcdonalds/?utm_source=PR&amp;utm_medium=CTA&amp;utm_campaign=GAP_study&amp;utm_term=mcdonalds&amp;utm_content=200909
https://animalequality.org/news/investigation-abuse-found-on-known-chicken-supplier-to-mcdonalds/?utm_source=PR&amp;utm_medium=CTA&amp;utm_campaign=GAP_study&amp;utm_term=mcdonalds&amp;utm_content=200909
https://animalequality.org/news/investigation-abuse-found-on-known-chicken-supplier-to-mcdonalds/?utm_source=PR&amp;utm_medium=CTA&amp;utm_campaign=GAP_study&amp;utm_term=mcdonalds&amp;utm_content=200909


one of the most recognizable brands in the world, McDonald’s has the power to improve the

lives of the hundreds of millions of birds who are bred each year for its menu items by making

this change.  

To learn more and sign the petition to McDonald’s, visit McChickenCruelty.com. 

ABOUT ANIMAL EQUALITY

Animal Equality is an international organization working with society, governments, and

companies to end cruelty to farmed animals. Animal Equality has offices in the United Kingdom,

United States, Germany, Italy, Spain, Mexico, Brazil, and India.

ABOUT GLOBAL ANIMAL PARTNERSHIP

GAP is one of the largest animal welfare standards and labeling organizations in North America.

Established in 2008, GAP impacts the welfare of over 416 million animals each year through

third-party certification of more than 3,800 farms, supplying products to over 5,000 outlets. GAP

believes that meaningful label claims, validated by third-party audits on every farm, are key to

influencing the industry, raising consumer expectations, and creating long-lasting change for

farm animals.

Note: The specific farms in the investigation mentioned may not supply to McDonald's, but Moy

Park is a known supplier that McDonald's works with.
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Animal Equality
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