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Policy Recommendations for Remote
Education in the Bronx

How do we expect children to learn in a remote setting
in a system that at its core has grave inequities that THE THINK TANK

disadvantages Bronx youth?
@ THE THINKUBATOR

BRONX, NEW YORK, UNITED STATES, December 1,
2020 /EINPresswire.com/ -- “Since | was a kid
attending Bronx public schools in the 1980s radical
education reform was needed in my community,
this continues to be the same thirty-plus years
later” - Dr. Edward Summers

Bronx, New York: The Think Tank at The

Thinkubator under the leadership of Dr. Lessie

Branch released a policy brief on remote education

in the Bronx. The report examines the inherent

inequities and challenges of remote learning in the O
The

borough. In particular it highlights the digital divide
and lack of accessibility to technology that allows
students to learn, diversity and educators
preparedness for teaching remotely, economic and
food insecurity impact, and the social-emotional
impact of COVID-19's sickness and death on
students’ learning. A key question for The Thinkubator is how do we expect children to learnin a
remote setting in a system that at its core has grave inequities that disadvantages Bronx youth?
These issues are critically important to address as the City of New York continues to contemplate
how to address the impact of COVID-19. Recently, the mayor of the City of New York rescinded
his previous policy position on the physical closure of public schools announcing that school
buildings will reopen on December 7 despite the increase in COVID-19 infections.

Student using wireless technology for
remote learning by Canva.

The Think Tank at The Thinkubator puts forth four policy positions that must been examined as
New York City opens school buildings to those students that select to attend in person and those
that attend remotely. 1) Upon reopening K-12 schools, establish precautions for COVID-19 virus
escalation; 2) Operationalize access to at-home technology and instructional materials; 3)
Facilitate individualized services for vulnerable student populations; 4) Develop systems to


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://thethinkubator.org

collect feedback from families and students. The report thoroughly outlines these policy
positions. “Since | was a kid attending Bronx public schools in the 1980s radical education reform
was needed in my community to address the grave inequities, this continues to be the same
thirty plus years later” States Dr. Edward Summers, President and CEO, The Thinkubator.

A theme often associated with addressing inequities is the allocation of resources. Dr. Lessie
Branch, Director of The Think Tank at The Thinkubator states that “resources are an excellent
start! But resources in the absence of context or a plan for how they can be leveraged to gain
maximum efficacy renders resources ineffective!” The Think Tank puts forth a plan that begins
to address the inequalities that exist for Bronx students to fully participate in their learnings
online. Of note, remote education is a moving target as COVID-19 ravages the United States and
communities like the Bronx and leaders are forced to balance their responses to the demands
and voices of parents and the safety concerns for students, teachers, and administrators. The
Think Tank at The Thinkubator plans on updating policy briefs on this topic as it continues to
evolve.

More about The Think Tank at The Thinkubator:

The Think Tank at The Thinkubator, launched by Dr. Lessie Branch, Associate Professor of
Business at Metropolitan College of New York (MCNY), serves as a hub for rigorous academic,
scholarly, and professional research that supports the documentation and evaluation of The
Thinkubator activities. The Think Tank seeks to understand The Bronx as a contested, complex
urban form, and addresses narratives of marginalized - Black, Brown, Female, and low-income
communities. The Think Tank conducts research and analysis, provides youth with a platform to
conduct and produce research, and produces policy briefs and reports for public discourse.

More about The Thinkubator

The Thinkubator exists to train, educate, and connect Bronx youth to work-based learning
experiences, employment, and educational opportunities. Youth are connected to businesses,
nonprofits, elected officials, and government to partake in our US democracy and impact
change. We seek to prepare diverse, low-income youth from the Bronx to succeed in the
workplace and the world. The Thinkubator aspires to a world where young people from the
Bronx are trained, educated, and powered to bring their voice to business, organizational,
societal, and world challenges.
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