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Late on January 5th, the Illinois General

Assembly filed a 611-page bill that

eliminates law enforcement as we know it

from every community in the State.

CHICAGO, IL, USA, January 10, 2021

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Late on January

5th, the Illinois General Assembly filed

a 611-page bill that eliminates law

enforcement as we know it from every

community in the State.  The Illinois

G.A. has until January 13th to pass

legislation before the next duly elected

General Assembly takes office.  Senate

Amendment Number Two to House Bill

163 radically changes law enforcement,

victim services, criminal proceedings

and the protections of every law

enforcement officer in the State,

regardless of employment as a peace

officer, deputy, trooper, university

police officer, corrections officer, court

security officer or other law

enforcement.

Through 611 pages, HB 163 eliminates

all protections from law enforcement

officers.  It eliminates officer’s ability to

pursue their job without civil liability, it

eliminates the ability of officers to

pursue collective bargaining

agreements, it invalidates the

constitutionally protected due process
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of officers and it substantially increases

the costs for employers of law

enforcement officers.  Specifically, SB

163 does the following:

•	Eliminates Qualified Immunity for

police officers, making them civilly

liable to siren chasing trial lawyers

•	Eliminates Officer’s rights to

Collectively Bargain, creating a “special

class” of public employee who does not

have these rights in Illinois

•	Eliminates impartial arbitration over

burdensome residency requirements

•	Allows for unrestricted and

ungoverned disciplinary policies of law

enforcement officers

•	Prohibits departments from taking

advantage of cost saving federal

surplus programs

•	Allows officers to be punished or

fired based on anonymous and

unsubstantiated or unverifiable complaints

•	Mandates that those unsubstantiated and unverified complaints be kept, to be used against

officers, forever, with no destruction and no limits on how they can be utilized to inflict harm on

officers

•	Substantially increases both initial and ongoing education requirements with no money to pay

for the increased costs and no assurances that the courses will even be offered

•	Mandates the use of body cameras by all departments for every officer with no money to pay

for the cost of those cameras

•	Defunds any department that does not comply 100% with the draconian requirements of the

legislation

•	Eliminates funding for law enforcement agencies

•	Eliminates Cash Bail

•	Enacts multiple benefits for felons

•	Prohibits use of force in almost all situations, and makes officers criminally liable for virtually

any use of force

•	Removes prohibitions against obstructing police officers

•	Charges officers with Official Misconduct, a class 3 felony, for trivial and incidental issues

The fight over this bill is a fight to save law enforcement.  If we lose this fight, it might as well be a

crime to be a law enforcement officer in Illinois.  This is not police reform. This is an attack on the

law enforcement profession which will not only destroy your livelihood, but also endangers the

safety of the citizens throughout Illinois. Sit back, remain quiet and do nothing and your career in



law enforcement, as you know it, will come to an end. We are asking you to fight for your

livelihood, fight for the safety of you and your families by contacting your Senator and

Representative to implore that they do not hand this state over to the felons while criminalizing

our profession.  Included are some simple instructions to help you, your friends, your coworkers

and your family members in helping to save Illinois from this destructive agenda.  We are all

counting on you… we are all counting on each other. 

1.	 Find your local elected officials by going to the Illinois State Board of Elections.  You can get

there with this link:

Illinois State Board of Elections

If you live somewhere other than you work, please consider contacting the elected officials for

both locations.  You can use your work address on the State Board of Election’s website just like a

home address.  You can always say “I work in Springfield…” or “I live in Decatur…” 

2.	 Go to www.ILGA.gov to find the contact information for your legislators.  Click the “Members”

text under the House or the Senate columns to pull up the list and then just click on your

legislator’s name.  It will list the various contact details for your legislator and you can pick how

you want to contact them.  You can email them, or call their district office or their Springfield

office.  Choose whatever one you want, they all work.  If you decide to call, you may have to leave

a message on a machine or with staff.  Do not worry, and it is not important that the legislator

call you back.  Just be sure to leave in your message that you need them to vote no on HB 163 or

bills that eliminate law enforcement from their (and your) community.  Do not be stressed about

it, it is very easy to do.

3.	Some advice on being the most effective advocate you can be includes:

a.	Be respectful of their time, long calls and long messages are not necessary.  Remember, these

individuals work for you, so the most important thing is to let them know how they can do the

best job for you.

b.	Be professional.  Do not assume they are against you or supportive of the bill.  Let them know

what you think and what you want, but do not blame them or accuse them.

c.	If they disagree with you there is probably nothing you can do to change their mind.  That is

ok, but please remember how they handled your concerns when it is time to re-up their

employment contract.

d.	If they do not respond to you, do not feel ignored.  They are getting hundreds of calls and

emails.  They will read every email and listen to every message.  Your voice is being heard.

e.	Feel free to include personal or local information.  We all care about our community the most,

and that is true of legislators.  Feel free to share how this would hurt you, your family and your

community.  Be a neighbor first, a law enforcement officer second and a willing partner third.
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