
American Drone Manufacturing Plant Takes
Root in Connecticut

Stephanie Hernandez of East Hartford is

one of 25 newly hired production

technicians assembling American-made

drones at Aquiline Drones in Hartford,

Conn

Aquiline Drones Begins Production of "MADE IN

AMERICA" Cloud-Connected Drones

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, UNITED STATES,

February 10, 2021 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Aquiline

Drones (AD) meets the increasing demand for "Made

in America" drones by opening the first drone

manufacturing and assembly plant in Connecticut.

The Hartford-based aviation cloud solutions provider

and commercial drone manufacturer now produces

Drone Volt's Altura Zenith and Hercules 2 drones –

re-branded by AD as the Spartacus line of drones:

Spartacus MACKS and Spartacus HURRICANE.

Last year, AD signed exclusive U.S. manufacturing,

sales and distribution licensing agreements with

Drone Volt (ALDRV.PA), a French drone manufacturer

of professional civilian drones. AD also entered into

a strategic partnership agreement with Drone Volt

and Aerialtronics through a 10% stock/equity swap

with these entities. Under the terms of a five-year

deal with Drone Volt, Aquiline Drones becomes the

sole manufacturer of the Pensar smart camera - a

multispectral sensor, complete with artificial

intelligence and edge computing capabilities, along

with manufacturing the above-mentioned drones.

"Growing data security concerns over foreign-manufactured technology, mainly from China, has

created an immediate need for increased drone production capacity in the United States," said

Barry Alexander, Chairman & CEO of Aquiline Drones. "Our goal is to not only position our

country as a leader in the multi-billion-dollar global drone industry, but also, to reestablish

America's manufacturing dominance.  This is in perfect harmony with our company’s powerful

strategic vision of making Connecticut the drone capital of the nation.”

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.aquilinedrones.com/
http://www.aquilinedrones.com/


Alexander notes that AD now has a

team of twenty-five technicians

working in its new 7,000 square foot,

state-of-the-art, drone manufacturing

and assembly lab. This manufacturing

team projects to double in the coming

weeks to address the rapidly

accelerating market demand for

American-made drones.   

Amid the pandemic, AD has employed

several of its new manufacturing

employees with the support of Capital

Workforce Partners (CWP), a Hartford-

based workforce organization with a

statewide reach dedicated to helping

businesses find, retain and grow the

most qualified talent. CWP helps adults

develop skills necessary to thrive in the

state's job market and directs them to

employers seeking those talents. 

Another highly effective platform utilized in identifying new employees was CT Hires, an online

employment service hosted by the State of Connecticut Department of Labor. Besides receiving
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in-bound applications and resumes, CWP and CT Hires

have been essential tools for AD's hiring efforts. According

to Alexander, "we are only as successful as the community

which sustains us, and while we are in the process of

changing the drone landscape on a global level, we are

particularly committed to efforts supportive of our local

community in whatever capacity necessary."

 

AD occupies 15,000 square feet in the Stark Building, a

historic architectural landmark located in Hartford's

financial district. The company is now constructing a

street-level showroom and retail store for drones and

sensors, as well as maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) of various drone models.  To

address the economy's growing demand for commercial drone technologies, ADs company-wide

manufacturing expansion plans include:

•	Adding a second shift of production workers

•	Moving into a larger facility in Bridgeport, Conn



•	Sourcing of specific components from American-only suppliers.

"To quickly scale our commercial drone production capacity, our team decided to consolidate all

manufacturing operations at our downtown Hartford headquarters to avoid the logistical

challenges of managing a separate facility," explained Alexander. "Safety and performance are

key areas of focus in the UAV industry and this process enables us to maintain stringent quality

control throughout the production cycle."

Igniting the spark to build a new drone manufacturing ecosystem in the U.S. was The American

Security Drone Act of 2019/2020, legislation co-authored by Connecticut Senators Richard

Blumenthal and Chris Murphy. This development paves the way for U.S.-based drone

manufacturers - such as Aquiline Drones - to enter a red-hot industry growing at 13.8% annually.

According to the FAA, drones represent the fastest-growing segment in the entire transportation

sector.

AD’s new venture also comes on the heels of the U.S. Department of Justice's (DOJ's)

announcement on October 9, 2020, officially banning the use of DOJ funds to purchase or

operate any drone from 'covered foreign' countries. China is estimated to originate more than

70% of the global share of commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) drones. 

"We are delighted to be establishing ourselves as the domestic manufacturer in this terrific

industry - building an entire drone ecosystem, pushing the limits of technology development and

delivering useful capabilities, previously imagined, but never before seen," said Alexander.    

About Aquiline Drones

Aquiline Drones (AD) is an American drone and cloud solutions company located in the financial

district of Hartford, Connecticut. Founded by highly experienced aviators, systems engineers, IT

gurus, and business strategists, AD delivers a vertically integrated blend of products and

services. Its ecosystem includes a hybrid aviation cloud with edge capabilities for commercial

drones, US-based drone manufacturing, 'maintenance-repair-overhaul' services, unmanned

aerial systems (UAS) solutions for large enterprises and governments. 

Complimenting the company's technology is its superior line of Spartacus AI drone products, a

robust UAS training academy, and the country's first 'drone-on-demand' service, enabling

customers to order drone services through a proprietary mobile app. AD's full-spectrum of

technological solutions are widely applicable across industries and environments for superior,

real-time data processing, modeling, and insight. Visit www.aquilinedrones.com for more

information.
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