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During COVID, California’s Toxic Trespass
Grows Have Returned to Pre-legalization
Levels

As enforcement efforts ebb, organizations like CROP are raising awareness and funds to reclaim the
public wilderness

VANCOUVER, BC, CANADA, February 12, 2021 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Activists working in
California’s public wilderness to remove illicit cannabis grows — hundreds of which use
carbofuran, a pesticide banned in the United States for its high toxicity — have seen the number
of sites increase for the first time in 15 years.

As the pandemic constrained already struggling enforcement efforts, illicit operators have seized
on the opportunity to ramp up cultivation and sales to the profitable, multistate black market.

And they're not the mix of hippies and rednecks that popularized growing weed in Californian
forests. Experts estimate that more than 95 per cent of the sites are run by Mexican cartels that
care little about the environmental fallout of their methods.

The toxic carbofuran they use kills wildlife, taints waterways, spreads into the air as pressurized
cylinders explode during wildfires, and travels in or on weed plants to consumers on the other
side of the country.

- Reclamation efforts have been underfunded and unorganized. Cartels are taking advantage -
Twenty million acres of dense national forest conceal an unregulated industry on California’s
public lands. Organizations like the Cannabis Removal on Public Lands Project (CROP) and the

International Cannabis Farmers Association (ICFA) say California law enforcement need help.

“The law enforcement presence on those federal lands in California is extremely undermanned
and outgunned,” explains Rich Mclntyre, director of CROP.

There's only one officer for every quarter-million acres of land, he says, and while growers have
semi-automatic weapons, federal rangers are walking around with .38-caliber rifles.
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“Covid has emboldened them to increase the number of grows this year for the first time in 15
years,” he says. “Law enforcement is seeing trespass grow activity on federal lands at pre-
legalization levels.”

And reclamation efforts have gotten harder as funds from the U.S. Forest Service budget have
shifted towards fire abatement and suppression to deal with the increase in wildfires. But an
uptick in wildfires is one of the symptoms of the trespass grows.

“It looks like the Dolan fire was set, at least in part, to try to draw attention away from the
growing sites,” Mclntyre says. “Someone sets a fire someplace else just trying to attract attention
from you as you're growing.”

That fire had devastating consequences including killing...

To continue reading this in its entirety, please visit: https://mugglehead.com/during-covid-
californias-toxic-trespass-grows-have-returned-to-pre-legalization-levels/
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Mugglehead.com is a digital publisher dedicated to cannabis, psychedelics, and alternative news,
investments, culture, and science, owned by Mugglehead Media Corp.
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Disclaimer and Forward-Looking Statements

Mugglehead Media Corp. and Mugglehead.com (collectively, Mugglehead) is not registered as an
investment adviser, broker-dealer or other financial or securities professional with any financial
or securities regulatory authority. You understand that no content published by Mugglehead
constitutes a recommendation that any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction or
investment strategy is suitable for any specific person. Mugglehead does not render general or
specific investment advice and does not endorse or recommend the business, products, services
or securities of any industry or company mentioned on this Site.

This news release is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy any securities or
commodities. To the extent that anything in this press release may be deemed to be investment
advice or a recommendation in connection with a particular company or security, such
information is impersonal and is not tailored to the needs of any specific person.

From time to time, Mugglehead (on behalf of itself and any partner, director, officer or insider of
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Mugglehead) may have a financial or other interest in the party or parties featured on the Site,
within the meaning of National Instrument 31-103 - Registration Requirements, Exemptions, and
Ongoing Registrant Obligations, published by the Canadian Securities Administrators, as a result
of ownership of securities in, compensation received or receivable from or other financial
arrangement with such party or parties featured in this press release. We will disclose if we have
a position in any such party or parties, as at the date of publication of this press release;
however, we may not update this disclosure after such date.

In addition to historical information, this press release may contain forward-looking statements,
including statements with respect to third parties regarding product plans, future growth, market
opportunities, strategic initiatives, industry positioning, customer acquisition, the amount of
recurring revenue and revenue growth. In addition, when used in this release, the words "will,"
"expects,"” "could," "would," "may," "anticipates," "intends," "plans," "believes," "seeks," "targets,"
"estimates," "looks for," "looks to," "continues" and similar expressions, as well as statements
regarding a third party's focus for the future, are generally intended to identify forward-looking
statements. Each of the forward-looking statements we make in this press release involves risks
and uncertainties that may cause actual results to differ materially from these forward-looking
statements. Factors that might cause or contribute to such differences include, but are not
limited to, those disclosed by the companies featured in this release in their public securities
filings. You should carefully review the risks described therein. You should not place undue
reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of the date such statement
was published. Mugglehead undertakes no obligation to publicly release any updates or
revisions to the forward-looking statements or reflect events or circumstances after the date of
their publication, except as required by law.

From time to time, reference may be made in this press release to prior articles or opinions we
have published. These references may be selective, may reference only a portion of an article or
opinion, and are likely not to be current. As market information changes continuously, previously
published information and data, and any references thereto, may not be current and should not
be relied upon.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/535465255

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
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