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Acclaimed Bankruptcy Attorney, Charles Daff,
on 11 Things To Do (And NOT Do) Before Filing
Bankruptcy

By Charles Daff

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES,
March 3, 2021 /EINPresswire.com/ -- If
you plan to file bankruptcy, there are
several things you should or must do
prior to filing—or even before retaining
an attorney.

Here is a brief, non-exhaustive list of
the dos and don'ts before filing
bankruptcy.

1. DO take your Credit Counseling
course, online or over the phone. This
takes an hour and costs about $25. You
must take this before you can file a
case, with very few exceptions.

2. DO begin to gather your financial

documents, including your proof of income, bank statements, two years of taxes, lawsuit
information for any cases against you, and a credit report. A mortgage statement and car loan
statement is also good to have. Your attorney may also ask for copies of bills and collection
letters, as well.

3. DO consider opening a new bank account, especially if you do your banking somewhere that
you owe money. The bank may close your account when you file bankruptcy, so it's a good idea
to already have a new bank account set up when you file.

4. DO refer collection calls to your attorney, once you have retained one. You are free to speak
with your creditors, but you retained an attorney for a reason. One exception is if you are
working on a loan modification and your attorney is not involved in that process. But in general,
you can refer collection agencies to your attorney.
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5. DO ask your attorney questions and tell them of any change in circumstances. If you aren't
sure about something, contact your attorney for guidance.

There are also some things you should avoid doing. If you find you've already done some of the
things to avoid, let your attorney know right away. If you try to undo your actions, you could
actually make the situation worse.

1. DO NOT repay any money to family or friends without first contacting your attorney. If you
have already done so in the past year, let your attorney know.

2. DO NOT withdraw funds from your retirement accounts to repay debts without discussing this
with your attorney. This is almost always a bad idea.

3. DO NOT transfer any assets (real estate, car, money, or anything of value) to family or friends,
without first contacting your attorney. You may be able to do so, but certain requirements must
be met or your family and friends can be affected.

4. DO NQOT finance a new vehicle just before filing your case. If you do finance a car, it can mean
a delay in filing your case. Speak with your attorney prior to doing this.

5. DO NOT use your credit cards or acquire new debt. Unplanned medical debt may be an
exception, as you may not have a choice about incurring the debt. But if you use credit shortly
before filing bankruptcy, you may end up having to repay some or all of that debt.

6. DO NOT ignore any lawsuit that's filed, even if it does not have a case number on it. Provide a
copy to your attorney right away.

The best course is to contact your attorney to discuss any specific questions you have. Asking a
few questions at the outset and creating a plan to get your bankruptcy filed will often make your
case go much more smoothly. Most of the time, the bulk of the work comes before your case is
filed. Then you go to one court hearing to answer a few questions and your case continues to
completion. The work you do at the beginning makes the process much smoother once the case
is filed, and is worth the effort.
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College of Law in June 1977 with a Juris Doctorate Degree. He graduated from California State
University, Fullerton in June 1974 with a B.A. Degree in Political Science. Charles W. Daff has
resided in Orange County, California since 1970 where he attended college, attended law school
and currently maintains his practice of law. Charles W. Daff was admitted to the State Bar of
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California in December 1977. He is admitted to all the state courts in the State of California and
all of the United States District Courts in California. In September 1987, he was appointed to the
Chapter 7 Trustee Panel by the Office of the United States Trustee, Orange County Office and
currently services as a Chapter 7 Panel Trustee in the Riverside Division of the court. He is a
member of the State Bar of California, the Orange County Bar Association, (and its Commercial
and Bankruptcy Section), National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, Orange
County Bankruptcy Forum, Inland Empire Bankruptcy Forum and American Bankruptcy Institute
and National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. He was designated a “Super Lawyer”, an award
granted to the top 5% of attorneys in Southern California.

Since February 1995, Charles W. Daff has been a Specialist in Personal and Small Business
Bankruptcy Law as certified by the California Board of Legal Specialization, State Bar of
California. Charles W. Daff has been a member of the Advisory Commission for the Personal and
Small Business Bankruptcy Specialist Commission for the State Bar of California and was a
member of the Advisory Commission from September 1999 through September 2002 and
September 2007 through September 2010.

He speaks on bankruptcy issues for a variety of groups and organizations, including the National
Business Institute, the Orange County Bankruptcy Forum, Inland Empire Bankruptcy Form and
Orange County Bar Association. Attorney Charles W. Daff assists clients with Debt Relief,
Personal Bankruptcy, Chapter 7, Chapter 11, Chapter 13, Foreclosure, Garnished Wages and
Repossessions in Santa Ana, California as well as Irvine, Orange, Garden Grove, Tustin, Anaheim,
Fountain Valley, Villa Park, Fullerton, Atwoord, Costa Mesa, Midway City, Westminster, Stanton.
Placentia, Newport Beach and Yorba Linda in Orange County, Los Angeles County, Riverside
County and San Bernadino County.
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