ﬁPREsswiRE

Parent Marijuana Use Resulted in Many USA
Child Abuse Deaths--Pennsylvania leads other
states

Parents Opposed to Pot cites 256 marijuana-related child deaths in a plea not to legalize Mj.

MERRIFIELD, VA, US, March 30, 2021 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As New York and Virginia legislators
move closer to marijuana legalization this week, they should consider the traffic deaths of
children whose caregivers drove after using marijuana. In the Bronx, New York, Sincere Mitchell
8, died in a crash when his father was drunk and high on THC. In Virginia, Brian Cameron
Hughes died after his mother’s boyfriend crashed, admitting he had smoked marijuana before
driving.

“Those pushing for cannabis legalization want to keep marijuana users from getting arrest
records. But legislators need to consider the potential loss of life from THC-impaired drivers on
our roads,” explains Corinne Gasper, who lost her daughter to a speeding driver with high levels
of THC in his system.

Currently, law enforcement cannot adequately test or prove THC-impairment of motorists.
Parents Opposed to Pot (PopPot.org), a Merrifield, VA, non-profit, finds news reports of at least
115 U.S. traffic deaths in which marijuana is the only impairing substance, and many more
deaths with marijuana and other drug mixtures.

Poppot.org also tracks child abuse and neglect deaths related to parent and caregiver pot use,
finding 256 deaths in news reports since the first two states voted to legalize pot in 2012. This
count includes deaths of 29 children that occurred because a parent or caregiver drove while
impaired by marijuana, and 23 who died from infant THC exposure.

Parents Opposed to Pot's tracking is informal, based on how much information gets reported by
the press. The federal government requires all states to report child fatalities related to abuse or
neglect. In three states that report on specific drugs connected to such deaths, Texas, Arizona,
and Florida - not states with the highest rate of pot use-- marijuana consistently comes up as
number one drug, more than alcohol.

In Colorado, a father, Isaac Bullard was recently sentenced for the death of his 23-month son.
After “dabbing” high potency pot one morning, he forgot to put his son in the car and backed out
over him.
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When PopPot.org first started tracking child abuse deaths linked to pot, Colorado and California
led in the tally of deaths from late 2012 to 2015. Today, Pennsylvania leads Poppot’s count, with
25 deaths, most of them having occurred recently. Since medical marijuana was argued in the
state legislature (the bill passed in April 2016), it seems that more children have been born to
mothers who used during pregnancy or post-partum. Mothers using marijuana during
pregnancy or postpartum pose many risks to their children, including low birth weight and
breathing issues.

Marijuana impairs memory and executive functioning which can lead to poor judgement. Other
side effects include: distortion of time, addiction, paranoia, anxiety and mood disorders. The
worst outcome is psychosis which, if left untreated or not resolved by quitting drug use, can
become schizophrenia. An adult who is high or in psychosis may fail to give adequate
supervision, or may act violently towards a child.

Eighteen children died in fires related to parents using pot. Three sets of twins, all toddlers, died
in fires, either because their moms left home and abandoned them in order to acquire
marijuana, or, in one case of a father given court-ordered visitation, the parent fell asleep after
smoking it.

California has reported many instances of child endangerment when children were present at
home marijuana labs, called butane hash oil labs. Two of 18 children who died by fire involved
BHO explosions and at least three children had to be treated for BHO burns on more than half of
their bodies.

Twenty-five children died from drowning, 8 of them in Florida. Adult marijuana use was a likely
factor in at least 21 hot car deaths of infants and toddlers since 2013.

Parents Opposed to Pot is a 501c3 educational nonprofit based in northern Virginia. Contact at
773-322-7523 or visit the website, poppot.org, Facebook @poppotorg.
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