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Plastic Free Month: YETI Becomes Title

Sponsor of River Group’s Goal to Remove
125,000 Lbs. of Trash in 2021

YETI signs on to support river group that
has removed more than 80,000 Ibs. of
trash, of which they estimate that 27,272
Ibs. were throwaway drink containers.

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, USA, July 21,

2021 /EINPresswire.com/ -- 27,272 Ibs.

That's how many pounds of throwaway

drink containers that Keep the

Tennessee River Beautiful estimates its

volunteers have removed in 2021

alone—all of which could have been

spared if reusable products such as

those made by YETI had been used I 3

instead. Volunteers clean a shoreline filled with plastic bottles
on the Tennessee River in Rogersville, Ala. at a

As Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful ~ cleanup held on April 9, 2021

(KTNRB) hits its first-time milestone of

80,000 Ibs. of trash removed from the

Tennessee River watershed within a year, YETI has committed $10,000 to become the title

sponsor of the organization’s goal to remove 125,000 Ibs. of trash in 2021.

“The litter pulled at our river cleanups is a visual call to make a change in how we as Americans
consume our beverages,” said Kathleen Gibi, KTNRB Executive Director. “We're so proud for our
river cleanups to be lined up with our new partners at YETI, who offer instant solutions to some
of the most prevalent litter we encounter.”

Originally, KTNRB's goal was to remove 100,000 Ibs. of trash in 2021, but the new support from
YETI is allowing that target to be extended to 125,000 Ibs. The announcement comes during
‘Plastic Free Month,” which is celebrated in July.

Gibi estimates 70 percent of the trash bags that volunteers fill consists of throwaway drink
containers, noting that as a very modest estimate. As of their most recent cleanup held on June
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26, KTNRB volunteers had removed at
total of 1,948 bags of trash in 2021.

“Waste industry experts promote the
practice of reduce, reuse, and recycle’
in that exact order, and reusable
products like those offered by YETI
happen to hit the first two points of
that model,” said Gibi. “It's small
changes in our daily habits that will
make the difference.”

Though the Tennessee River is
renowned for its beautiful scenery and
generates an estimated $12 billion
annually in the recreation industry
alone, a study released in 2019 by
German scientist Dr. Andreas Fath
found the Tennessee River to be the
most microplastic-polluted river in the
world studied to date.

Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful's boat gets
hauled out of the Tennessee River in Soddy Daisy,
Tenn. after volunteers collected around 3,000 Ibs. of
trash at a cleanup held on June 26, 2021.

“As a brand that was born on the water, helping to protect waterways and the wild has been an
important part of YETI's mission since 2006,” said Jennifer
“ Silberman, Vice President of ESG at YETI. “We're proud to

The litter pulled at our river
cleanups is a visual call to
make a change in how we as
Americans consume our
beverages.”
Kathleen Gibi, Executive
Director for Keep the
Tennessee River Beautiful

support the incredibly important work that the KTNRB
team is doing and hope these efforts ensure future
generations can continue to appreciate and enjoy the
Tennessee River for years to come.”

YETI tags itself as a global designer, retailer, and distributor
of innovative outdoor products, helping its customers to
eliminate unnecessary waste by designing durable,

versatile, and reusable options that replace the need for

single-use products. The company has committed to many efforts that help protect the natural

environment its customers enjoy.

In 2016, YETI became the official partner of the Kick Plastic Guide & Outfitter Program along with
Costa Del Mar and WorldCast Anglers to reduce and eliminate single serve plastic water bottles

from outfitting trips and camps.

YETI is also a member of the Plastic Impact Alliance, a group of over 225 outdoor brands



committed to making the industry
more sustainable, one bottle, one cup
at a time. Through this initiative in June
2019, YETI promised to reject single-
use plastic bottles at an Outdoor
Retailer convention. In the first year of
the commitment, YETI served 5,631
people with 1,320 gallons of water,
resulting in a conversion of more than
14,000 twelve-ounce plastic bottles
saved during the 2019 Outdoor
Retailer show.
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create awareness for Keep the A volunteer collects plastic bottle litter that has

Tennessee River Beautiful's river surrounded two turtles (foreground) at a cleanup on
cleanup efforts, at which volunteers the Tennessee River in Decatur, Ala.

remove thousands of littered, single-

use plastic items from local waterways.

Each year, KTNRB hosts dozens of river cleanups within the seven-state Tennessee River
watershed, taking volunteers on the organization’s 26-foot aluminum work boat to clean
shorelines and coves.

Hosting cleanups since 2016, Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful became the first Keep America
Beautiful affiliate in the nation to focus solely on a river. Just last month, the organization hit a
lifetime milestone of 250,000 Ibs. of trash removed since its formation, thanks to the help of
more than 2,000 volunteers.

To learn more about Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful, visit www.KeepTNRiverBeautiful.org.

Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful is a 501c3 nonprofit and is the first Keep America Beautiful
affiliate in the nation to focus solely on a river. Its mission is to rally communities along the
Tennessee River and its tributaries to preserve, improve and protect the river for generations to
come. To date, 2,075 volunteers have helped the organization to remove 260,706 |bs. of trash
along the 652-mile Tennessee River and its tributaries that reach into seven states.

www.KeepTNRiverBeautiful.org
Contact: Kathleen Gibi, Executive Director

kathleen@keeptnriverbeautiful.org
865.386.3926
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About YETI Holdings, Inc. (“YETI") (NYSE: YETI):

Headquartered in Austin, Texas, YETI is a global designer, retailer, and distributor of innovative
outdoor products. From coolers and drinkware to backpacks and bags, YETI products are built to
meet the unique and varying needs of diverse outdoor pursuits, whether in the remote
wilderness, at the beach, or anywhere life takes our customers. By consistently delivering high-
performing, exceptional products, we have built a strong following of brand loyalists throughout
the world, ranging from serious outdoor enthusiasts to individuals who simply value products of
uncompromising quality and design. We have an unwavering commitment to outdoor and
recreation communities, and we are relentless in our pursuit of building superior products for
people to confidently enjoy life outdoors and beyond. For more information, please visit
www.YETI.com.
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