
Aar Maanta releases (Ubadkaa Mudnaanta
Leh), the first bilingual English & Somali
children’s album in world music

Ubadkaa Mudnaanta (Children Have Priority)

“The fact that youth were able to co-write

songs and tell their own stories on this

particular album was really significant,”

says Aar Maanta.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, USA,

September 1, 2021 /EINPresswire.com/

-- To listen and order on iTunes, Spotify,

Amazon and more, go to:

http://aarmaanta.com. For album

reviews, interviews, and questions,

please contact: info@aarmaanta.com.

Today Somali-British musician Aar

Maanta releases Children Have Priority

(Ubadkaa Mudnaanta Leh), the first

bilingual English & Somali children’s

album in world music. Aar Maanta

created the pioneering 14-track album together with Somali-American youth in Minneapolis,

Minnesota.

“The children are the priority,” sings Aar Maanta, “In the three folds of time; As yesterday, today

and tomorrow; Being tomorrow’s expectations of hope; Today’s guests waiting for us; The joy

that filled our eyes.” Combining Somali traditional poetic storytelling with modern styles, Aar

Maanta and emerging performers portray how youth in tough situations ranging from forced

migration to inner city tension find peace. 

After serving as Artist In Residence at The Cedar Cultural Center, Minnesota’s world music venue,

Aar Maanta collaborated with Minnesota-based producer Greg Grease of Astralblak; sound

engineer Medium Zach; Somali playwright, poet, and filmmaker Professor Said Salah; and 20+

youth from the Cedar Riverside neighborhood. 

Aar Maanta and the youth who took part had to face not only the Somali community’s long quest

for peace in the African Horn, but the Trump Administration’s “Muslim Ban” on travel to the

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://aarmaanta.com
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B09B1B1QY2/ref=dm_ws_sp_ps_dp
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B09B1B1QY2/ref=dm_ws_sp_ps_dp
https://music.apple.com/gb/album/ubadkaa-mudnaanta-leh/1573624427
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United States, and a tough era for civil rights among youth

in Minneapolis where the youth grew up. The album was

further delayed by the global pandemic. Now the album

can be heard for the first time in 2021. 

Ubadkaa Mudnaanta Leh was funded by a Joyce Award

from The Joyce Foundation, the only regional program

dedicated to supporting artists of color in major Great

Lakes cities with the goal of elevating their visibility and

recognition in their craft. 

“The fact that youth were able to co-write songs and tell their own stories on this particular

album was really significant,” says Aar Maanta. 

“There’s a lot of stories that need to be told. There’s a distance, or a disconnect in the Somali

community between generations, between those who were born in the West, and their parents.

Somali youth interested in the arts are usually reluctant to pursue that path because they’re

worried about not getting support from their families. If they can hear or see songs that were

written by youth of their age that are talking about issues they can relate to, maybe it will

encourage them to follow their heart, and ignite new explorations into their art and culture.”

Aar Maanta is proud to welcome listeners of all nations to hear what youth can achieve while

mentored by a proven songwriter for an important cause. 

To listen and order on iTunes, Spotify, Amazon and more, go to: http://aarmaanta.com. For

album reviews, interviews, and questions, please contact: info@aarmaanta.com.
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