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/EINPresswire.com/ -- Although the United States

has appeared at the FIFA World Cup several times,

the country still largely considers soccer a fringe

sport. Basketball, baseball, and American Football

attract larger audiences. This status quo prompted

Cory R Cole of Brielle NJ, a passionate soccer player,

to discuss grassroots soccer development efforts in

the country.

On the bright side, Cole sees significant growth in

Major League Soccer (MLS) as top international

stars join local clubs. The likes of French striker

Thiery Henry, Swedish Zlatan Ibrahimovic, and

Englishman David Beckham have plied their trades

in the MLS. However, Cory Cole believes more

developmental work needs to happen to

consolidate gains.

The United States hosted the global showpiece in 1994. FIFA approved America’s bid to host,

hoping to trigger wider local interest in the sport. Tournament organizers got the needed boost

as the games attracted record attendances. To FIFA and the local organizing committee, the

attendance levels demonstrated significant interest in the sport, laying a foundation for robust

growth.

Cory Cole noted that soccer development has grown in leaps and bounds since the 1994 FIFA

World Cup. Local soccer administrators formed Major League Soccer two years after the world

cup, honoring a promise made to FIFA.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://muckrack.com/coryrcolebriellenj


Elite Youth Development

Soccer administrators recently introduced MLS Next, a new elite youth development initiative.

Major League Soccer aims to use the platform to improve player development standards in the

United States. Hundreds of soccer academies (clubs) and more than 11,000 players have joined

MLS Next. Cory Cole is happy that the program covers six age groups.

This initiative demonstrates MLS’s commitment to developing world-class players through a well-

organized pathway. MLS Next provides a safe and comfortable environment for young players to

learn and thrive. It replaces the disbanded U.S. Soccer Development Academy.

Age groups covered by the platform start at under 13s through to under 19s. Cory R Cole of

Brielle NJ clarified that the players participate in year-round competitive matches. Therefore,

coaches and other technical staff prioritize player identification efforts to channel talented

youngsters into relevant structures. On the other hand, MLS Next also provides world-class

coaching education opportunities.

Participants gain access to personal development programming. In the coming years, the

platform will organize regional and national competitions. This approach will more likely help

accelerate player development. Major League Soccer partnered with Adidas to enhance players’

experience. The sports apparel firm provides match balls for all MLS Next matches.

Participating clubs include elite, USL, and professional MSL academies. MLS Next ensures a

balanced representation of clubs and players in America’s soccer ecosystem. Players from

diverse backgrounds converge in a friendly environment. Organizers aim to expand the platform

in the future.

Cory R Cole of Brielle NJ is happy to see clubs like Real Jersey FC (Medford, NJ), Houston Dynamo

Unidos (Houston, TX), and Bayside Futebol Club (East Providence, RI) joining the soccer

development platform. Meanwhile, MLS manages the platform via a tiered governance structure,

which collaborates with participating clubs. The structure incorporates four governance tiers

consisting of dedicated working groups.
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