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Tomlinson
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Today, the Board 1 O O

of Directors of the American e
Horticultural Society (AHS) announced Y = A R S
the appointment of Keith Tomlinson, AMERICAN _—
former Botanical Garden Manager of HORTICUPTURAI‘
Meadowlark Gardens in Vienna, b 1 9 2 2 — 2 O 2 2
Virginia, as Director of AHS. Tomlinson
replaces former Interim Executive
Director J. Robert Brackman, who
resigned on September 30, 2021. “We
are thrilled to welcome Keith as the new leader of the AHS team. Keith is a renowned
horticultural director whose visionary leadership at Meadowlark Gardens spans a broad range of
programmatic, operational, and strategic areas. He will be instrumental in re-imagining and
improving the gardens while expanding our fundraising and outreach efforts. Now that we have
confirmed our commitment to retaining historic River
“ Farm as AHS headquarters and an integral component of
mpe're thrilled to welcome our overall mission, he is the ideal choice to collaborate
Keith as the new leader of with the Board, AHS stakeholders and help us move
the AHS team. Keith is 3 forward with our goals - to protect the property in
perpetuity and to use it as a springboard for building
national horticultural programs in support of our mission,”
said Holly Shimizu, former Director of the U.S. Botanic
Garden in Washington, D.C. and a member of the AHS
Board of Trustees. “River Farm is a national treasure,” said
Tomlinson, “a spectacular property that is both a symbolic
link to our national heritage and an idyllic slice of natural
beauty and open space. I'm very honored to join the AHS

renowned visionary
leadership at Meadowlark
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operational and strategic
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Holly Shimizu

team on the eve of its 100th anniversary and be part of the exciting opportunity we have to
strengthen both the Society’s horticultural mission and the stewardship of River Farm.”


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://ahsgardening.org/
https://ahsgardening.org/

Tomlinson begins his tenure at a pivotal time for AHS and River Farm. With the Board's recent
rejection of the plan to sell the historic property after a year-long debate over its future, there
are new opportunities for implementing a long-term strategic vision for both AHS and River
Farm. “A key priority for AHS is to enhance River Farm as a platform for launching new national
gardening programs,” notes Shimizu, adding, “given the importance of preserving and protecting
River Farm, the Board is also actively exploring ways to implement long-term conservation
solutions on the property. With Keith's leadership,” she concluded, “the Board will continue to
collaborate with a wide range of partners over the next few weeks and months to secure both
operational and endowment funding for AHS - and identify the best ways to ensure that River
Farm will be a key part of our mission - and protected from development - forever.”

Tomlinson officially launches his duties at AHS on Monday, November 1, 2021, and will be
formally introduced at an AHS press conference at River Farm at 10:00 a.m. ET that day. Shimizu
noted that in addition to announcing Tomlinson’s appointment, the Board will announce the
initial re-opening of River Farm to the public two days a week (Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10
a.m. -4 p.m.). “The press conference gives us an opportunity to welcome Keith to our team -
and the public back to River Farm - as well as express the Board's gratitude to the public officials
and AHS stakeholders who supported our efforts over the past year.” To watch the press
conference live, please visit the AHS Facebook page on Monday at 10 a.m. ET.

About AHS: For almost 100 years, the American Horticultural Society has worked to increase
knowledge among American gardeners, garden enthusiasts, and professional horticulturists,
inspired their passion for plants and the natural world, and encouraged responsible stewardship
of the earth. The Society educates and influences a global audience of gardeners through its
website, horticultural reference books, and social media. The American Horticultural Society is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a 3-star rating from Charity Navigator.
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