
New Wild Horse Management Paradigm:
Replacing Mismanagement and Myth with
Science

Genetic viability is at risk in American wild horse

(mustang) herds; using chemicals as so-called

contraception (PZP, GonaCon) is exaserbating that

problem placing the species at risk of genetic

bottleneck.

A response to an article in the Deseret

News by Amy Joi O’Donohue about

managing wild horses, aka: 'Mustangs'

YREKA, CALIFORNIA, UNITED STATES,

November 7, 2021 /EINPresswire.com/

-- Over the past years, many

controversial ideas for managing wild

horses in American have been floated,

including some ideas cited in an article

that appeared in Deseret News titled; 

“Could wild horses feed the world’s

hungry ... or Siberian tigers and Amur

leopards? Controversial ideas abound

with U.S. populations of horses,

burros”

That article stated:

“California’s William 'Bill' Simpson

conducted a five-year study that

started in 2014 to look at horses’

impacts on natural landscapes in about

5,000 acres in Northern California and Oregon. The land was host to 67 horses that were preyed

on by coyotes and mountain lions. Over the study period, 52 horses remained.

In the interim, Simpson’s study looked at the horses’ positive benefits on fuels reduction — the

understory and brush — that are a primary driver in catastrophic wildfires. 

He wants to do a pilot project and introduce horses into select wilderness areas in the Pacific

Northwest, where logging is prohibited, mechanized fuels treatment is forbidden and of course,

livestock grazing isn’t allowed.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.deseret.com/2019/10/23/20898934/could-wild-horses-feed-the-worlds-hungry-or-siberian-tigers-and-amur-leopards
https://www.deseret.com/2019/10/23/20898934/could-wild-horses-feed-the-worlds-hungry-or-siberian-tigers-and-amur-leopards


A family band of native species wild horses

symbiotically grazed-in a fire-break, protecting the

forest and wildlife from wildfire.

“We don’t need to have this range war,”

he said. Natural predation will keep

populations down, and the horses will

play an important role in fuels

reduction, he stressed. 

“Forcing these horses into livestock

production areas is not good for either

the horse or the cow. It is bad resource

management, it is bad all around.” 

As it turns out, William E. Simpson II is

not the only researcher who

understands that wild horses have

naturally evolved predators, which in fact do maintain wild horse populations in equilibrium

within ecosystems, if their evolved predators have not been depleted. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]

Commingling wild horses in

the same areas where

livestock production has

been ongoing for over 300-

years is an illogical

management paradigm, and

flies in the face of solid

ecological practices. ”

William E. Simpson II -

Naturalist

Contrary to genuine facts, the Bureau of Land

Management (‘BLM’) published what is clearly a blatant

fiction:

“Wild horses have no natural predators …” is a manifestly

false statement promoted and published by the BLM.

That false statement appears in the BLM’s so-called

management plan that was presented to the Congress of

The United States in writing titled; ‘Report To Congress –

Management Options For A Sustainable Wild Horse And

Burro Program’.  (See page 1, paragraph 5)

Only a corrupted agency would propose to manage any resource premised upon a lie.

Wild horses (mustangs) are suffering from unethical management and the results of short-

sighted ideas promoted by people that have zero empirical experience with free-roaming wild

horses living naturally in wilderness areas, as they had for millennia in north America. 

A careful and unprejudiced examination of the evolutionary role and co-evolved mutualisms that

wild horses uniquely have with numerous native species of flora and fauna (including apex

predators) in north America, makes it illogical and ecologically egregious to suggest removing

them from their critical evolutionary roles.

https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/wildhorse_2018ReporttoCongress.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/wildhorse_2018ReporttoCongress.pdf


A herd of wild horses seen in an alpine riparian area

of a wilderness area. Documeted evidence proves

wild horses have been using this riparian area and

spring for centuries without any ill effects. Photo:

William E. Simpson II

Intensive ongoing close-observational study of wild

horses in wilderness ecosystems has unveiled new

understandings of their evolved symbiotic status with

flora and fauna, and reductions of wildfire fuels

It's egregious to suggest using

America's most important and only

native 'keystone herbivore' for any

purpose that removes them from their

critical evolutionary role on the

American landscape!

The Bureau of Land Management

('BLM') as well as the United States

Forest Service ('USFS') have established

artificial, economically motivated,

population control guidelines for wild

horses (aka: 'mustangs', 'feral horses'),

which so-called guidelines are

amusingly termed as 'Appropriate

Management Levels' or 'AMLs'. 

AMLs Are Arbitrary and Have No Basis

In Natural Ecology. 

AMLs are only ‘appropriate’ for

establishing and maximizing

commercial grazing and livestock

population densities on public lands in

a manner that allows an argument that

wildlife (including wild horses) are

taken into consideration. But in reality,

we find that non-commercial wildlife

on public lands, namely wild horses,

are managed at population densities

well below legitimate levels required to

maintain genetic sustainability. 

Sustainable Management Using

Science and Genetics:

Since its establishment in 1948, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (‘IUCN’) has

become the global authority on the status of the natural world and the measures needed to

safeguard it. The knowledge and the tools IUCN provides are critical for ensuring that human

progress, economic development and nature conservation take place together. The IUCN notes

that the selective pressures wild equids have endured in the wild are likely shaping them

genetically to be hardy stock that could prove useful as a genetic resource. The recommended

population sizes for the conservation of genetic diversity fall into one of two approaches:



Wild horses are natures reseeding experts, as seen in

this photo of grasses and plants springing-forth from

wild horse droppings. Unlike ruminants (deer, cattle,

sheep) that digest virtually all of the seeds they

consume, wild horses pass seeds intact.

Captive populations -- minimum size:

500 individuals, a studbook, and

careful 

genetic management; or

Wild populations -- minimum size 2,500

individuals (no studbook, no genetic 

management).

Importantly, there is no record of the

BLM or the USFS maintaining any

studbook for wild horses (mustangs). 

Wildlife populations other than wild

horses, which have commercial value

as determined by the hunting industry

(deer, elk, grouse, etc.), are in fact

managed to maintain genetic

sustainability.

Imagine the outrage that would emanate from the hunting industry if deer or elk were to be

managed using AMLs that had their populations at 1-deer or elk per 2,500 acres, with less than

100 breeding adults in a herd. It would not stand, so why is this allowed for wild horses? The

answer is; money and corruption.

AMLs were established and are used by the BLM and USFS to provide shared use and grazing of

existing finite carrying capacities of given grazing areas and regions under the administration of

the BLM and the USFS. Due to the pressures of commercial economics, AMLs arguably primarily

benefit the livestock production business. 

Yet, it does so at the great expense of the genetic sustainability of wild horses as well as the

angst of a large percentage of American consumers, who love America’s wild horses, and this has

yielded what may be termed as a ‘modern range war’. [6]

Most AMLs established in Herd Management Areas (‘HMAs’), have wild horse herd populations

reduced to numbers so small, it makes no sense other than to support the economics of

livestock production. 

Today we find BLM and USFS managed HMAs with wild horse population densities (AML) ranging

from 1-horse per 1,500-acres to 1-horse per 3,000 acres, and herd sizes across the board well

under the absolute genetic minimum of 250 breeding adults.

Furthermore, herd sizes are being reduced in many cases to well below 100 breeding adults,



which is in conflict with the best science stating that in order to maintain viable genetic diversity

and vigor, herds must be maintained at the absolute minimum of 250 breeding adults. Making

matters worse is that the relatively few wild horses being left on the range are also treated with

chemicals like PZP and GonaCon that render them infertile.

So, in reality, ‘breeding adults’ left on the range can arguably be ‘zero’ in many HMAs.

The problem with AMLs is that they do not consider or properly weigh the complete short and

long-term ecological and genetic implications related to limiting the population of the only non-

ungulate 'keystone herbivore' (wild horses) in North America. Wild horses have critically

important co-evolved mutualisms with numerous species of flora and fauna, which through

millennia of co-evolution depend upon wild horses for specific symbiotic functions.

It’s a scientific fact that livestock (cattle, sheep and most goats) have no co-evolved mutualisms

with the flora and fauna of North America, and there are ‘zero’ cattle fossils in North America. As

such, paleontology proves that cattle are in fact an invasive species. 

On the other hand, horse fossils litter the north American continent and arguably date from

5,000 years old, to millions of years old, with the oldest horse fossils in world being found

exclusively in North America. This proves two important points:

1.	All horses found today in the world originally evolved in North America; and

2.	Wild horses in North America are a native species as are all post-Columbian period

reintroduced horses, such as the Spanish horses.

Science also informs us that; cattle do have co-evolved mutualisms with flora and fauna in

localities outside the North American continent, such as in Africa. In Africa for instance, some

plants and grasses have evolved seed-coats that are resistant to the powerful digestive systems

of ungulates. This is of course the result of co-evolutionary processes between the cattle and

flora of Africa over millennia of time. 

Trying to mix oil and water; the current paradigm of wild horse management in areas of North

America long-used for livestock production, which results from the pressures of consumerism.

Commingling wild horses in the same areas where livestock production has been ongoing for

over 300-years is an illogical management paradigm, and flies in the face of solid ecological

practices. 

Many HMAs are situated on or around these longstanding livestock production areas that have,

by design, been depleted of apex predators to enhance livestock production. However, forcing

wild horses to remain in areas that no longer contain their evolved predators does a serious

ecological and genetic injustice to wild horses whose genetic vigor depends upon the

evolutionary process of ‘Natural Selection’. 



The intent of the now aging 1971 Free Roaming Wild Burro and Horse Protection Act can be

maintained by reallocating wild horses into designated wilderness areas where it is both

economically and ecologically appropriate. Such wilderness areas are manifestly unsuited for

livestock grazing and are the historic habitats of wild horses and contain populations of apex

predators, which are the co-evolved predators of wild horses. 

Relocation of wild horses into such designated wilderness areas is encompassed in a wild horse

management plan called ‘Wild Horse Fire Brigade’. 

The evolution of a new paradigm in wild horse management

In 2014, naturalist-author William E. Simpson II took-up residence in a cabin in a wilderness area.

Using collegiate training in science and empirical experience in forestry and resource

management, Simpson has spent the last 7-years living among and studying the free-roaming

wild horses in the Cascade-Siskiyou Mountains as an embedded symbiont, which is an

observational study paradigm that was originated and perfected by Miss Jane Goodall in Gombe

Africa with the Apes.

Through what Simpson learned from Miss Goodall's techniques and accounting of her African

studies of Apes, he has gathered and documented some new and never-before documented

wild horse behaviors in a naturally-operating wilderness ecosystem that is largely devoid of

invasive species livestock. 

As Mr. Simpson came to learn over the course of his intensive 5-year Study, wild horses are

essential keystone herbivores in wilderness areas, and perform critical functions that benefit

entire ecosystems. One such example is that; each wild horse consumes about 5-6 tons of one-

hour class wildfire fuels (grass and brush) annually, thereby reducing both the frequency and

intensity of wildfire according to numerous published 3rd party scientific studies. In and around

forested areas, this reduction of key wildfire fuels helps maintain a fire-resistant forest, which in

turn has many ecological benefits.

Over the past millions of years of life in North America, and as a native species that originated

and evolved exclusively in North America, wild horses have co-evolved with virtually all of the

flora and fauna of North America and share many critical symbiotic relationships with numerous

species of flora and fauna. 

An example of one such evolved symbiotic relationship is a function of their single stomach and

a digestive system that passes virtually all the seeds of the native plants wild horses eat back

onto to the landscape encased in their droppings, which contain nutrients and humus for the

seeds to flourish as well as essential microbiome. 

Simply put: The plants and grasses provide sustenance for the wild horses, and the wild horses

https://grazelife.com/blog/wild-horse-fire-brigade-lessons-in-rebalancing-north-american-ecosystems-by-rewilding-equids/
https://grazelife.com/blog/wild-horse-fire-brigade-lessons-in-rebalancing-north-american-ecosystems-by-rewilding-equids/


spread the seeds of the grasses and plants, thus assuring future generations of the flora; a true

symbiotic relationship.

Soils that have been damaged (pasteurized) by unnaturally hot catastrophic wildfires benefit

greatly by the reintroduction of the microbiome from horse droppings that is lost from the heat-

pasteurization during wildfires. 

Ungulates (deer, elk cattle and sheep) do not perform this critical evolutionary process;

ungulates have complex multi-chambered stomachs and are very efficient digesters and render

virtually all native plant's seeds they consume unable to germinate, being partially or wholly

digested. 

One novel discovery that Simpson was able to make (and publish) as a result of being accepted

by wild horses as a 'symbiotic species' himself, was their unique knowledge of botany, and the

medicinal use of herb pennyroyal to enhance their lives. This is the sign of a highly intelligent

sentient being.

This published article from August 2019, explains Simpson’s novel discovery about wild horses

and their knowledge of medicinal plants: “New Paradigm In The Observational Study Of Native

Species Wild Horses - The Embedded Human Symbiont”

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/new-paradigm-observational-study-native-species-wild-horses-

simpson

A natural, holistic solution to a man-made problem with wild horses 

Wild Horse Fire Brigade (‘WHFB’) is a plan that offers a solution that benefits, forests and wildlife,

the livestock industry and America’s wild horses.

Via the WHFB plan, wild horses are relocated and rewilded into designated wilderness areas that

are both ecologically and economically appropriate, and which cannot be used for grazing

livestock for a multitude of reasons, including; laws protecting wilderness, predation by existing

apex predators, and prohibitive management/transport logistics costs in extremely

remote/rugged terrain.

In such remote wilderness areas, many of which have suffered a collapse of the populations of

native species grazers (deer, elk, etc.), wild horses can be truly wild and free as they were

centuries ago, and beyond the molestation of meddling people, including some wild horse

activist non-profits (not sanctuaries). [7]

These ‘meddlers’, who by their own suggestions of mass castration of stallions and use of

chemicals PZP & GonaCon on wild horses, prove their ignorance of natural evolutionary

processes. 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/new-paradigm-observational-study-native-species-wild-horses-simpson
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/new-paradigm-observational-study-native-species-wild-horses-simpson


These evolutionary processes are critical to the long-term well-being and survival of the gene-

lines of wild horses, including 'Natural Selection', and are adversely effected by the use of PZP,

which is a genetic poison leading to 'Selective Breeding' that results in progeny with successively

lower levels of natural immunity.

If Americans truly want to save America's remaining wild horses and burros, then we MUST look

to Nature, and only Nature for the answers. 

Humankind have failed in regard to managing wild horses for the past 50-years!  Time for a new

management paradigm.

----------------------------
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