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NorthBase to Build Satellite Ground Station in
Finnish Lapland

3,9m antenna will serve earth-orbit
satellite operators on X and S bands

TAMPERE, FINLAND, March 28, 2022
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Finnish new
space startup NorthBase Oy (Ltd.) has
finalized funding and partnership
negotiations and is commencing with
its plan to open a commercial scale
satellite ground station NorthBase-2 in
Finnish Lapland. Planned to be in
operation by August 2022, the ground
station will support downlink on S and
X bands and uplink on S band. Location
above 68 degrees northern latitude will provide exceptional visibility to polar orbit satellites
available only in few countries in the world.

Finnish Lapland offers unobstructed visibility and low
interference for satellite communications

“We have been working on this plan for more than two years, so it is great to finally get to

action”, says NorthBase chairman Dr. Tommi Rasila. “Our
“ station will open up a totally new business area for Finland,
making us a new country to serve the international space
community with premium satellite ground station
services”.

Our station will open up a
totally new business area for
Finland, making us a new
country to serve the
international space
community with premium
satellite ground station
services.”
NorthBase founder Dr. Tommi
Rasila

NorthBase is working together with Contec, a South-
Korean growth company operating antennas in several
countries. The two companies are planning to aggregate
their capacity for mutual benefit. “Having a Finnish
antenna in our network will substantially improve our
coverage”, says Contec founder Dr. Sunghee Lee. “l am
pretty sure there will be a lot of use for this and future

antennas in Finland".

The antenna itself is a Legion 400 manufactured by Safran of France. “We are glad to participate


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.northbase.fi/
http://www.contec.kr/
https://www.safran-group.com/sites/default/files/2021-05/col100046.1.0_legion_400_a4.pdf

in boosting Finland into Space”, says Sales and marketing director of Safran Data Systems Mr.
Sylvain Baissac. “Safran’s Legion antennas, already polar-environment rated and proven, will
provide an unrivaled connectivity to this region.”

Building NorthBase-2 will start as soon as snow conditions allow and it is planned to be in
operation in September 2022, offering services on S and X bands with option to expand to Ka-
band. Simultaneously, NorthBase-1 is being built in Tampere for UHF and VHF bands with option
for S-band, targeted for LEOP phase operation and smaller downlink needs.
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