
Bitman O’Brien & Morat PLLC is Victorious in
Federal Bankruptcy Trial Rendering
$450,000.00 Judgment Dischargeable

Managing Partner, Ronnie Bitman, Achieves

Significant Judicial Verdict

TAMPA, FLORIDA, UNITED STATES, May 2,

2022 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Bitman

O’Brien & Morat PLLC announce their

achievement of victory stemming from a

trial held on April 11, 2022. The matter

emanated from a $450,000.00 judgment

issued from a Michigan state court in favor of Vista Money LLC and Vineet Katail against Kurt

Stevenson for business defamation, defamation, tortious interference, and invasion of privacy. 

Mr. Stevenson filed for bankruptcy protection in the federal Bankruptcy Court for the Middle

This was a great win for Kurt

and I am happy for him that

he can live the rest of his life

without the enormous

burden of this questionable

debt.”

Ronnie Bitman, Lead Counsel

for Mr. Stevenson

District of Florida (Tampa Division). Vista Money and Katial

filed an adversary proceeding against him arguing that the

$450,000.00 Michigan judgment should remain a valid debt

because Mr. Stevenson’s underlying conduct was “willful

and malicious.” If the conduct was “willful and malicious”

the debt would be excepted from discharge and would

remain due and owing.

Ultimately, the Bankruptcy Judge ruled in Mr. Stevenson’s

favor, found that his actions were not “willful” nor

“malicious” and discharged the entire $450,000.00

judgment debt. 

Mr. Stevenson testified as to his belief to third parties that Vista Money and Katial had stolen his

$40,000, that they had scammed him, and thus, that Katial was a criminal. The Court found that

Mr. Stevenson “honestly believed these statements were true when he made them (and he still

believes them to be true) …” Because of this, the Court held that Vista Money and Mr. Katial

failed to meet their burden of showing that Mr. Stevenson’s intended purpose was to injure

them. 

http://www.einpresswire.com


In the April 26, 2022 ruling, the Court found that “[Mr. Stevenson’s] frustration towards OPS and

Vista Money is understandable. Making matters worse, for more than two years, [Mr. Stevenson]

could not get a response from Vista Money or Katial regarding the services Vista Money

promised to provide under the Marketer Agreement or arrange a refund of his $40,000.” 

The Court held that “Viewing the facts from [Mr. Stevenson’s] perspective, it is understandable

that he felt that he was scammed and that his money was stolen.” The Court concluded that Mr.

Stevenson did not act willfully nor maliciously and held that Vista Money and Mr. Katial failed in

their efforts to except the judgment from bankruptcy discharge.

“This was a great win for Kurt and I am happy for him that he can live the rest of his life without

the enormous burden of this questionable debt,” says Ronnie Bitman of Bitman O’Brien & Morat

PLLC, managing partner and lead counsel for Mr. Stevenson.

A copy of Order 8:20-ap-00609-RCT finding Debtor’s Michigan State Court Judgment Debt to

Plaintiffs is Dischargeable can be found on the Bitman O’Brien & Morat PLLC website.

###

About Bitman O’Brien & Morat PLLC: Bitman O’Brien & Morat, PLLC is a premier, boutique law

firm and provider of legal services and counseling for clients throughout Florida with offices in

Orlando, Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale, and Miami. Practice areas of law include but are not limited to

commercial litigation, sports and entertainment, real estate, construction, and family law.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/570784574

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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