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After Implementing Import Bans on Dogs
from More Than 100 Nations, CDC Cracks
Door Open for International Dog Rescues

Agency Modlifies “Temporary Suspension”

After Barring Imports animal CENTER animal
wellness HUMANE wellness
ECONOMY

WASHINGTON, D.C., DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, UNITED STATES, June 3,

2022 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The U.S. SPCA ;i

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is NTERNATIONAL | RESCUE

relaxing its strict ban on imports of

dogs from more than 100 countries No Dogs Left Behind
FRAET A

after the agency has faced rightful and
withering criticism from animal welfare
groups, u.S. foreign and uniformed AWA, AWF, CHE, SPCA, NDLB Logos

services, lawmakers from both parties,

and other key stakeholders. In its

announcement a few days ago, CDC says it will conditionally re-open U.S. borders on June 10 to
dogs from high-risk rabies countries.

In June 2021, without any advance notice to the public and no opportunity for public comment,
the CDC announced a “temporary suspension” that would
“ close borders to dogs being imported from 113 countries
deemed as “high risk” for rabies. The ban took effect in July
2021. U.S. citizens abroad were denied re-entry with their
dogs, and the work of international dog rescue
organizations, many with dogs in the pipeline to the United
States, was abruptly sabotaged. The CDC said it could not

We are pleased the CDC
reversed its blanket ban for
U.S. citizens with dogs
within months of its

announcement, ol e : v of
acknowledging its safely manage the imports becagse of a scarutyg
overreach.” resources due to the COVID-19 virus. But at the time of the

Jennifer Skiff announcement only three cases of canine rabigs had
entered the U.S. (caught at the border) over a five-year

period when the CDC estimated one million dogs were being imported into the country per year.
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“CDC took overreaching and extreme action on rabies when threats were negligible and risks
entirely manageable and didn't do a thing about key zoonotic diseases threats in the homeland
like mink farming and SARS-CoV-2 variants,” said Wayne Pacelle, President of Animal Wellness
Action and the Center for a Humane Economy. “CDC lost its bearings when it comes to risk
assessment for zoonotic diseases and this rabies import ban was never justifiable.”

Animal Wellness Action, SPCA International, No Dogs Left Behind and more than 100 other
groups responded to the CDC's “temporary suspension” and the agency'’s concerns over lack of
resources by working with our allies in Congress to engineer passage of a $3 million dollar House
appropriations amendment to fund and streamline its dog import inspection process.
Subsequently, AWA and its coalition partners, including Bunny’s Buddies, worked with 57 House
members who sent a |etter to CDC calling on the agency to end the freeze on canine imports.
And in May 2022, U.S. Representative Dean Phillips, D-Minn., also in collaboration with AWA,
introduced The Henry Act, H.R. 7787, to give protections to Members of the U.S. Foreign and
uniformed services so that they are never forced to leave their dogs behind after living abroad
while working to protect U.S citizens.

"We are pleased that the CDC's revised rules will make it more possible, and less challenging, for
dogs who are treasured members of the family to be imported safely into the US," said Ina Clark,
Executive Director, SPCA International. "Dogs are a lifeline for US service members during their
deployments. Through one of our key programs, we have safely reunited more than 600 such
dogs with their service members. The ability to continue this work through additional pathways
will profoundly impact the animals, the service members, and their families."

"The CDC ban on the importation of dogs from 113 countries was a devastating blow to rescue
organizations around the world,” said Jeffrey Beri, Founder of No Dogs Left Behind. “Tragically,
the ban has resulted in many rescues shutting down, thus putting countless dogs at risk. NDLB
continues to save dogs, treating them, rehabilitating them, and evacuating them to the safety of
North America where they quarantine for 6 months before they can be united with their loving
families in the US."

In a press release this week, the CDC announced it would be extending its “temporary”
suspension for dogs entering the U.S. from countries deemed high-risk for canine rabies virus
variant, stating it was necessary to protect public health against the reintroduction of dog rabies,
a virus that has not presented in the country since 2007.

“We are pleased the CDC reversed its blanket ban for U.S. citizens with dogs within months of its
announcement, acknowledging its overreach,” said Jennifer Skiff, Director of International
Programs for Animal Wellness Action. “Now, the agency is cracking the door open for rescues,
but it is still complicating the work for Americans overseas who want to keep their beloved pets
or rescue animals in distress.”

AWA notes that the new rules are limited, tight, costly, and are dependent on the agency doing
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its job.

The CDC requires all dogs entering the United States from countries deemed high-risk be
microchipped, at least six-months old, and be vaccinated against rabies. Other requirements
can include blood serology tests, additional vaccinations, repeated rabies vaccinations, and
quarantine. No Dogs Left Behind notes it has long followed these protocols. You can find more
information on how to apply for a CDC Dog Import Permit, here:
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-

permit.html.

Animal Wellness Action is a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)(4) organization with a mission of
helping animals by promoting legal standards forbidding cruelty. We champion causes that
alleviate the suffering of companion animals, farm animals, and wildlife. We advocate for policies
to stop dogfighting and cockfighting and other forms of malicious cruelty and to confront factory
farming and other systemic forms of animal exploitation. To prevent cruelty, we promote
enacting good public policies and we work to enforce those policies. To enact good laws, we
must elect good lawmakers, and that's why we remind voters which candidates care about our
issues and which ones don't. We believe helping animals helps us all.

The Animal Wellness Foundation is a Los Angeles-based private charitable organization with a
mission of helping animals by making veterinary care available to everyone with a pet, regardless
of economic ability. We organize rescue efforts and medical services for dogs and cats in need
and help homeless pets find a loving caregiver. We are advocates for getting veterinarians to the
front lines of the animal welfare movement; promoting responsible pet ownership; and
vaccinating animals against infectious diseases such as distemper. We also support policies that
prevent animal cruelty and that alleviate suffering. We believe helping animals helps us all.

The Center for a Humane Economy is a non-profit organization that focuses on influencing the
conduct of corporations to forge a humane economic order. The first organization of its kind in
the animal protection movement, the Center encourages businesses to honor their social
responsibilities in a culture where consumers, investors, and other key stakeholders abhor
cruelty and the degradation of the environment and embrace innovation as a means of
eliminating both.
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