
Legislation to Replace Horse-drawn Carriages
with Modern Transportation in Manhattan
Announced at Massive Rally in NYC

Advocates from NYCLASS, Animal Wellness Action,

the Center for a Humane Economy, and other groups

gather at New York City Hall

New Campaign Contrasting “Innovation

vs. Exploitation” Will Launch Seven-Figure

TV and Digital Media Buy

NEW YORK, NEW YORK , UNITED

STATES , July 14, 2022

/EINPresswire.com/ -- At a massive rally

today at City Hall, over a hundred

advocates, elected officials, and

energized New Yorkers joined forces

with NYCLASS, Animal Wellness Action,

the Center for a Humane Economy,

and the Animal Wellness Foundation in

support of a new campaign to replace

horse carriages in New York City. The

coalition endorsed a bill, sponsored by

Council Member Robert Holden (D-Queens) that was introduced earlier today, to transition from

the use of outdated horse carriages to safer, cruelty-free electric carriages, like those that have

been adopted in major cities across the globe in recent years. 

“I’m elated to join NYCLASS,

and Members of the New

York City Council today

advocating for the humane

treatment of these majestic

horses.”

Dr. Jim Keen, director of

veterinary science at CHE

The new bill also will protect workers by providing recourse

for those who have been exploited by wealthy horse

carriage owners. In addition to reducing animal cruelty and

making Manhattan streets safer for New Yorkers, the bill

will increase take home pay for carriage drivers by

reducing financial burdens associated with horse

maintenance and other costs. Today, carriage drivers

receive few, if any, benefits or standard worker protections.

They are often paid under the table and can be subjected

to wage theft.

The campaign, highlighting “Innovation vs. Exploitation,” will also be placing a seven-figure

http://www.einpresswire.com


CHE Logo

television and digital media buy in the

coming weeks, in addition to engaging

in grassroots organizing, public

education, and legislative action to

transition from horse-drawn carriages

to humane electric carriages. 

In recent months, including in June,

several violent crashes between horses

and vehicles in Manhattan were

captured on video, horses have

collapsed, and other sick horses were

photographed pulling carriages in

Central Park with jutting ribs, open

sores, swollen legs and reported

infections.

“We applaud Councilman Robert

Holden for his tremendous leadership

and each of the Council Members

who’ve joined in supporting this

important legislation that will

modernize recreational transportation

in our nation’s largest city, and finally

bring an end to the carriage horse

abuse in Manhattan that sparked the

animal welfare movement in the

United States nearly 150 years ago,”

said Marty Irby, executive director at

Animal Wellness Action, and a former

8-time world champion equestrian who

was honored by Her Majesty Queen

Elizabeth, II for his work to protect

horses. “America was built on the

backs of our iconic American equines and they should be revered, not forced to endure dire

conditions hauling tourists around on hot asphalt sucking exhaust fumes from a motor vehicle

tailpipe.”

“I’m elated to join NYCLASS, and Members of the New York City Council today advocating for the

humane treatment of these majestic horses,” said Jim Keen, D.V.M., Ph.D., director of veterinary

science at the Center for a Humane Economy. “As a veterinarian I believe there’s no reason to

force these treasured equines to endure brutal conditions, tremendous heat, and oncoming

traffic in Manhattan when more modern means of transportation like electric carriages are

https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/2020/08/26/queen-elizabeth-ii-recognizes-tennessee-horseman-marty-irby/3438557001/
https://animal.law.harvard.edu/team-member/jim-keen/


readily available.”  

“This campaign is putting innovation over exploitation by replacing 19th Century horse carriages

with safe, humane 21st Century electric carriages. Unlike horses, electric carriages do not get

spooked in busy traffic. Drivers will get more take home pay and benefits. Midtown streets will

be safer for all, and animals will no longer be abused or neglected,” said Edita Birnkrant,

NYCLASS Executive Director. “The year is 2022, not 1822. It’s long overdue for city leaders to

transition away from carriage horses and end this obsolete abuse once and for all, as most other

large cities have already done. Let’s pass this bill and get it done.” 

The coalition supporting this effort also sent a letter in support of the effort to New York City

Mayor Eric Adams and the City Council signed by more than 50 animal and equine groups,

organizations, and businesses across America. The letter can be read here.

Animal Wellness Action is a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)(4) organization with a mission of

helping animals by promoting legal standards forbidding cruelty. We champion causes that

alleviate the suffering of companion animals, farm animals, and wildlife. We advocate for policies

to stop dogfighting and cockfighting and other forms of malicious cruelty and to confront factory

farming and other systemic forms of animal exploitation. To prevent cruelty, we promote

enacting good public policies, and we work to enforce those policies. To enact good laws, we

must elect good lawmakers, and that’s why we remind voters which candidates care about our

issues and which ones don’t. We believe helping animals helps us all.

The Animal Wellness Foundation (Foundation) is a Los Angeles-based private charitable

organization with a mission of helping animals by making veterinary care available to everyone

with a pet, regardless of economic ability. We organize rescue efforts and medical services for

dogs and cats in need and help homeless pets find a loving caregiver. We are advocates for

getting veterinarians to the front lines of the animal welfare movement; promoting responsible

pet ownership; and vaccinating animals against infectious diseases such as distemper. We also

support policies that prevent animal cruelty and that alleviate suffering. We believe helping

animals helps us all.

The Center for a Humane Economy is a non-profit organization that focuses on influencing the

conduct of corporations to forge a humane economic order. The first organization of its kind in

the animal protection movement, the Center encourages businesses to honor their social

responsibilities in a culture where consumers, investors, and other key stakeholders abhor

cruelty and the degradation of the environment and embrace innovation as a means of

eliminating both.

Marty Irby

Animal Wellness Action
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