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Italy: 50 Muslim and Scientologists joined to
clean up the main Street of the Great Mosche
of Rome

On Saturday 23 July 2022, volunteers
from the Islamic Cultural Centre of Italy
and Volunteer Ministers of the Church of
Scientology joined for a good clean up

ROME, ROME, ITALY, August 9, 2022
/EINPresswire.com/ -- On Saturday 23
July 2022, more than 50 volunteers
from the Islamic Cultural Centre of Italy
and Volunteer Ministers of the Church
of Scientology cleaned up the stretch
of Viale della Grande Moschea from
the bus station Campi sportivi to the
station Monte Antenne on the Rome e » T -
-Viterbo regional line. Volunteers in front of the Great Mosche of Rome
after finishing the clean up.

The Great Mosque of Rome (Italian:

Moschea di Roma), is the largest

mosque in the western world in terms of land area. It has an area of 30,000 m2 and can
accommodate more than 12,000 people. The building is located in the Acqua Acetosa area, at
the foot of the Monti Parioli, north of the city. It is also the seat of the Italian Islamic Cultural
Centre (Italian: Centro Culturale Islamico d'ltalia).

In addition to being a meeting place for religious activities, it provides cultural and social services
variously connecting Muslims together, while also holding teachings, wedding ceremonies,
funeral services, exegesis, exhibitions, conventions, and other events.

The mosque was jointly founded by the exiled Prince Muhammad Hasan of Afghanistan and his
wife, Princess Razia[3] and was financed by Faisal of Saudi Arabia, head of the Saudi royal family
and Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques as well as by some other states of the Muslim world.
The opening ceremony was led by Pope John Paul Il.

Its planning took more than ten years: the Roman City Council donated the land in 1974, but the
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first stone was laid only in 1984, in the presence of the then President of the Italian Republic
Sandro Pertini, with its inauguration on 21 June 1995.

On July 23rd 2022, the day of the joint operation between followers of Islam as well as followers
of Scientology, over 12 cubic meters of all kinds of trash were collected.

Brambles and shrubs that impeded pedestrian transit on the pedestrian walkway were removed,
as well as weeds, brushwood and trash of various kinds. The material was collected and closed
in plastic bags, which were collected at the end of the intervention by the operators of the
Municipal Environment Agency (AMA).

The success of the project was made possible thanks to the support of the Department of
Agriculture, Environment and Waste Cycle of Roma Capitale and the cooperation of the AMA.

"It was a day that required great commitment from all the volunteers, also due to the
overwhelming heat, but the final result richly rewards us in terms of the environment returned
to the citizens," said Elena Martini, spokesperson for the Church of Scientology in Rome.

Dr. Nader Akkad, Imam of the Grand Mosque of Rome, highlighted the importance of the
initiative of the two faiths involved: "It is a collaboration that carries forward a common project,
both of fraternity and friendship and with a common goal, that of caring for the environment."

"Religions have a very important task, to create fraternity, to create a common space of
friendship," continued Dr. Akkad; "Nowadays, it is very important for religious faiths to cooperate
together for the collective good, and certainly one of the best ways to do this is to take care of
the environment, the people and the relationships of those people who co-inhabit this
environment."

Satisfaction with the result achieved with the project on Saturday 23rd in the area of the Great
Mosque of Rome has further motivated the leaders of the Islamic Cultural Centre of Italy and the
Church of Scientology to follow up the project with future initiatives to be decided also together
with public authorities for a better service to the community.

“While religion, in general, puts the main focus on what could be called the ‘beyond”, said Ivan
Arjona, President of the European Office of the Church of Scientology for Public Affairs and
Human Rights, “it is clear to all of us that is a good thing make Earth seem more like a paradise,
while we work to achieve salvation, and the Italian Muslims and Scientologists, together, have
done a good move setting an example”.

In accord with a precept in The Way to Happiness, the moral code written by L. Ron Hubbard and
that Scientologists subscribe to, says the official site of Scientology, the churches and their
parishioners are very active in local environmental campaigns. Chief amongst their activities are
“recycling projects, public park cleanups, graffiti removal, mural projects to beautify inner-city
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streets and highways, Earth Day educational campaigns and community clean-up campaigns ...
Care for the environment further extends to the use of environmentally friendly materials in the
construction of new Scientology Churches”.

As to Islam, Prof. Al-Jayyousi, says the website of the UN Environment Program, elaborated that
the Islamic worldview defines a good life (Hayat Tayebah) living lightly on Earth (Zohd) and caring
for both people and nature. Islamic discourse offers a sense of hope and optimism about the
possibility of attaining harmony between humans and nature. Earth will find a balance if humans
rethink their lifestyles and mindsets as stated in the Quran.

Scientologists around the world participate not only in forums to protect freedom of religion for
all, always and everywhere, but also in many interfaith initiatives in which all diversity of religions
cooperate for a common good.
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