
Mixed Breed Dog Receives VetStem Cell
Therapy for Hip Arthritis After Undergoing
Front Leg Amputation

Reggie

Reggie, a mixed breed dog, was successfully treated with

VetStem Cell Therapy for hip arthritis after undergoing

front leg amputation.

POWAY, CALIFORNIA, US, August 16, 2022

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Reggie, a mixed breed dog,

lived an active and playful lifestyle. He was

accustomed to 20+ mile hikes in the beautiful

Colorado mountains and enthusiastically played

fetch for hours in his back yard. Unfortunately, he

was diagnosed with osteoarthritis in his hips and his

quality of life quickly began to deteriorate. His 20-

mile hikes turned into 5 miles on flat terrain

followed by crippling hip pain for the rest of the

week. His legs began to slip out from under him

while playing fetch and he would be in intense pain

afterwards. Because of this, his ball had to be

retired.

To make matters worse, Reggie was diagnosed with

a cancerous tumor on his front left leg. He was 11

years old at the time, so his owners initially elected to remove the tumor as opposed to

amputating his leg. Despite several surgeries to remove the tumor, it kept recurring. To minimize

chances of metastasis, Reggie’s owners eventually opted to amputate his leg at the

recommendation of his veterinarian.

During the amputation procedure, Reggie’s veterinarian, Dr. Angie Zinkus of Germantown

Parkway Animal Hospital, collected fat tissue for VetStem Cell Therapy. The fat was aseptically

packaged and shipped to the VetStem processing laboratory in Poway, California. Lab

technicians processed the fat to extract and concentrate the stem and regenerative cells

contained therein. The cells were divided into doses, six of which were shipped to Dr. Zinkus for

treatment. The remaining cells were put into cryopreservation for potential future use.

Approximately 48 hours after the initial fat collection procedure, Reggie received an injection of

his own stem cells into both hips, both knees, as well as his remaining elbow and shoulder.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.germantownah.com/site/home
https://www.germantownah.com/site/home
https://vetstem.com/dogsandcats.php


The stem cell and PRP

injections have given us our

boy back, and he is living his

best senior tripawd life!”

Reggie's Mom

When a dog undergoes leg amputation, the remaining legs

must bear the extra weight, which may lead to

osteoarthritis. By treating Reggie’s shoulder, elbow, and

knees, in addition to his arthritic hips, Dr. Zinkus hoped to

mitigate the excess wear and tear on his joints, and

potentially delay the onset or reduce the severity of future

osteoarthritis in those joints.

In addition to stem cell therapy, Reggie received platelet therapy in each of his treated joints.

Platelet therapy and stem cell therapy work synergistically. Concentrated platelets accelerate

internal healing processes by attracting stem cells, supporting an anti-inflammatory

environment, and stimulating local tissue repair processes.

According to his mom, Reggie had a great response to the stem cell and platelet therapy. She

stated, “Once Reggie recovered from the amputation and was solid on his 3 legs, his quality of

life has been amazing! His ball has come out of retirement and he is back to chasing it down like

a champ without pain! We’ve slowly been increasing his mileage on his daily walks and he hasn’t

been in any pain. His hips had been so painful that he no longer wanted to snuggle in bed with

us for fear that we would bump his hips, and now we almost can’t get him out of our bed. The

stem cell and PRP injections have given us our boy back, and he is living his best senior tripawd

life! We celebrated his 13th birthday in February and are grateful to have a few more years with

him knowing he will be comfortable.”

Stem cells are regenerative cells that can differentiate into many tissue types. Stem cells have

demonstrated the ability to reduce pain and inflammation, help to restore range of motion, and

stimulate regeneration of tendon, ligament, and joint tissues. In a peer-reviewed study of dogs

with chronic osteoarthritis of the hip, it was found that stem cells reduced pain and lameness. 

About VetStem Biopharma, Inc.

VetStem Biopharma is a veterinarian-led Company that was formed in 2002 to bring

regenerative medicine to the profession. This privately held biopharmaceutical enterprise, based

near San Diego, California, currently offers veterinarians an autologous stem cell processing

service (from patients’ own fat tissue) among other regenerative modalities. With a unique

expertise acquired over the past 15 years and thousands of treatments by veterinarians for joint,

tendon and ligament issues, VetStem has made regenerative medicine applications a therapeutic

reality. The VetStem team is focused on developing new clinically practical and affordable

veterinary solutions that leverage the natural restorative abilities present in all living creatures. In

addition to its own portfolio of patents, VetStem holds exclusive global veterinary licenses to a

large portfolio of issued patents in the field of regenerative medicine.

Kristi Hauta, Director of Commercial Operations

VetStem, Inc.

https://vetstem.com/pdfs/Double_Blinded_Canine_Study.pdf
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