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Let's Talk STEM With Dr. Calvin Mackie
Discusses Importance of Philanthropic &
Government Support for STEM Education

Podcast guest Frank Gettridge, leader of
the National Public Education Support

Fund, cites need for equity focus and sees
progress with funder community
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, UNITED GLOBAL ACTI@N

inform engage inspire
STATES, September 15, 2022
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Dr. Mackie Calls
on Educators to Lift Children from
‘Despair to Hope' in their Classrooms
PODCAST LINK

On the fall 2022 debut of the Let's Talk STEM with Dr. Calvin Mackie podcast, Dr. Mackie
discusses the importance of greater equity in STEM
“ education with Frank L. Gettridge, president, and CEO of
We believe that STEM the National Public Education Support Fund (NPESF).

should be culturally and
environmentally relevant
and should be intentional
and consistent because we
have to increase the literacy
of the entire family about
the possibilities.”

Dr. Calvin Mackie

In the wide-ranging conversation, Dr. Mackie states that
there is still considerable work needed to achieve racial
equity in STEM education.

“Many of the people in STEM...didn't come from those

neighborhoods and communities that we came from,” Dr.
Mackie says during the conversation, referring to the New
Orleans urban neighborhoods where he and Dr. Gettridge

grew up. “So, they have a challenge in even believing that kids who are coming out of despair can
get to hope and achieve in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.”

Meanwhile, Dr. Gettridge says he is working on improving the understanding of STEM through
an equity focus and has seen progress in the funder community and policy arenas.

“So, one of the things | figured out in the policy arena was that there are a lot of well-intended


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5zZDvlTK0N0nmhha5b6y9G
https://www.npesf.org/
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that perspective in the policy space is
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supports philanthropic networks in President and CEO
addressing education issues and National Public Education Support Fund
improving learning, with a focus on
equity, policy, and social justice. “We
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policy to equitable data, you name it,”
he adds. “It's fun coming together and
try to figure out what are collaborative
ways that we can solve some of these issues.”

Further, Dr. Mackie, who founded and leads STEM Global Action and its affiliate, STEM NOLA,
maintains that the first task for teachers is instilling hope in their students.

“A lot of people in education assume that the kids coming to the schoolhouse door are already
hopeful,” Dr. Mackie says. “And if we give them some technologies... it will get them to
achievement. But you and | know most kids are coming to the schoolhouse door in despair. So
how do we get them from despair? That's a hard thing. And then from (despair to) hope to
success, that's a hard thing. And what is missing is this hope piece. And that is what we do at
STEM NOLA. The model that we've built, we believe that STEM should be culturally and
environmentally relevant and should be intentional and consistent because we have to increase
the literacy of the entire family about the possibilities.”

Adds Dr. Gettridge: “We're also helping people working through people issues. And how do we
build trust with each other? How do we get past our own biases? And it's just not about color it's
about gender. It's about sexual orientation. | think one of the challenges that is hard...that I've
been figuring out, is that sometimes the goal is to make it about race, because race is the most
divisive thing in America.”

Join Dr. Mackie and Dr. Gettridge as they continue their insightful conversation HERE.

This fall, Let's Talk STEM with Dr. Calvin Mackie will publish two podcasts a month with the host


https://open.spotify.com/episode/5zZDvlTK0N0nmhha5b6y9G

interviewing a wide range of STEM leaders from the corporate, public, and non-profit sectors, as
well as education leaders.
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(For interviews with Dr. Mackie, please contact Michael Frisby at 202-625-4328 or
mike@frisbyassociates.com)

ABOUT STEM GLOBAL ACTION

Dr. Calvin Mackie founded STEM NOLA( https://stemnola.com/) in 2013. The New Orleans non-
profit is committed to expanding STEM education, especially in communities of color. In July
2021, Dr. Mackie launched STEM Global Action (https://stemglobalaction.com/), a campaign and
network pursuing STEM education for children, parents, and communities. His initiatives have
impacted more than 100,000 students, 20,000 families and 5,100 schools across the U.S., and in
five countries. An archive of Let's Talk STEM with Dr. Calvin Mackie podcast episodes is at

https://open.spotify.com/show/6vW5rZ8CbqVVckS37K26kB.

The STEM Global Action website includes:

STEM Global Action Today(https://stemglobalaction.com/stem-global-action-today/), a newsletter
with comprehensive articles on some of the most prominent issues related to STEM and takes

readers into the lives of STEM educators and their extraordinary students, who will be the STEM
leaders of tomorrow.

STEM Global Action Data Center( https://stemglobalaction.com/stem-data-center/), a one-stop
resource library for studies, reports, video presentations and news coverage about STEM.
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