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The Christ Hospital Health Network Launches
New Heart Transplant Program

New Program Expands The Christ
Hospital’s Capacity to Care for Heart
Failure Patients

CINCINNATI, OHIO, UNITED STATES,
October 6, 2022 /EINPresswire.com/ --
CINCINNATI (October 6, 2022) - The
Christ Hospital Health Network is
proud to announce the launch of its
new heart transplant program. The
Christ Hospital Heart & Vascular
Institute’s latest program expansion
comes after the successful recruitment
of two highly renowned heart
transplant specialists with more than
50 years of combined experience.

Dr. Geetha Bhat, Medical Director of The Christ
Hospital Heart Transplant Program & Dr. Robert
Dowling, Surgical Director of The Christ Hospital
Heart Transplant Program.

“The Christ Hospital Heart Transplant

Program will provide additional opportunities for local and regional heart failure patients who
are in need of this life-saving procedure,” said Debbie Hayes, President and CEO of The Christ
Hospital Health Network. “This expansion of our nationally renowned heart failure services is a
key part of our strategy to improve the health of our community by providing everything it takes
for patients and their families to receive exceptional care right here in Cincinnati.”

In preparation for the launch of the program, The Christ Hospital Health Network welcomed
nationally recognized heart transplant specialists: Geetha Bhat, MD, Medical Director of The
Christ Hospital Heart Transplant Program & Robert Dowling, MD, Surgical Director of The Christ
Hospital Heart Transplant Program to the team of cardiovascular disease experts.

“We are thrilled to welcome both doctors to The Christ Hospital Health Network,” said Dean
Kereiakes, MD, FACC, MSCAI President of The Heart & Vascular Institute and Medical Director of
The Christ Hospital Research Institute. “Dr. Bhat has successfully established several nationally
recognized heart transplant programs and is a well-respected transplant cardiologist. Dr.
Dowling has more than 25 years of experience performing open-heart surgical procedures and


http://www.einpresswire.com

has extensive expertise in heart transplantation.”

Heart disease remains the leading cause of death in the United States. Of that, an estimated 6.5
million Americans live with heart failure and an additional 1 million are diagnosed with heart
failure every year. Annually, about 8,000 Americans need a new heart to survive, but with the
limited supply of donor hearts, only an estimated 3,500 transplants are performed. At least half
of all patients remaining on a transplant list die within several years of diagnosis.

“This announcement means that we are able to provide even more treatment options for our
patients while continuing to expand our leading-edge heart failure therapies,” said Dr. Kereiakes.
“The Christ Hospital Heart Transplant Center and the Harold C. Schott Foundation Artificial Heart
and Mechanical Cardiac Support Program will provide additional resources to ensure The Christ
Hospital Health Network remains a destination center for exceptional heart care, at every stage
of heart disease.”

“There is no question, the pieces are in place here to build a successful heart transplant
program,” said Dr. Bhat. “Heart transplantation is the obvious and logical next step to complete
the picture and ensure that regional heart failure patients have the best care with a full spectrum
of services.”

Travel can be difficult for heart failure patients but by expanding its program in Cincinnati, The
Christ Hospital Health Network will continue to provide world-class heart care closer to home.

“Patients from this area often travel to other cities for a heart transplant and that’s an extremely
difficult obstacle for them,” said Dr. Dowling “The Christ Hospital has the right combination of
heart failure programs, a perfect research environment and specialized heart failure surgeons
and cardiologists. What we are delivering here will help many people in the region and will
continue to do so long after any of us are still practicing.”

In collaboration with the heart transplant program, the Harold C. Schott Foundation is
established for supporting research and development of artificial hearts and other mechanical
cardiac support devices. This program enables the hospital to offer therapeutic options not
available anywhere else and will place The Christ Hospital and The Lindner Research Center at
the national forefront for heart replacement.

If you or someone you love has questions about heart failure or wants to schedule a
consultation with The Christ Hospital Heart Transplant Center, call 513-585-2493 or click here to

visit our heart transplant website.
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