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RAISING AWARENESS FOR A RARE
DEGERNATIVE RETINAL DISEASE AT THE
AAOPT CONFERENCE IN SAN DIEGO OCTOBER
20-29, 2022

CRF celebrates 22 years of research progress and unwavering commitment to find a cure for a retinal
disease that causes blindness

SPRINGFIELD, MA, UNITED STATES, October 13, 2022 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The Choroideremia
Research Foundation (CRF) is exhibiting at this year’s

“ American Academy of Optometry (AAOPT) conference in
Vision care providers are San Dlego October %6—29, .2.022. ;RF r.epresentatlves W.I||
often the first professionals meet with optometrists, vision scientists and other retinal-
in a position to identify CHM reIateFi profe§5|onals to.educa'.te them about

choroideremia (CHM), discuss its 22 years of ground-

breaking research funding, and share resources to use in

their work and give to patients.

in their patients and make
critical referrals to
appropriate retinal disease

specialists” _ S
Neal Bench, CRF board The CRF is the largest organization in the world focused on

the search for a cure for CHM. Its mission is to raise funds

president R : .
in support of scientific research, build community among

the people affected by the disease (patients and families), and educate the public. CHM is a rare
inherited form of blindness affecting approximately 1 in 50,000 people globally, and
approximately 6,600 in the United States. Males are most severely affected because the gene
mutation has an x-linked inheritance pattern, while females usually experience much milder
visual impairment. Symptoms begin in early childhood with night blindness and restriction of
visual field being the earliest noticeable effects and may eventually progress to complete
blindness. There are currently no approved treatments for choroideremia.

“Vision care providers are often the first professionals in a position to identify CHM in their
patients and make critical referrals to appropriate retinal disease specialists,” said Neal Bench,
CRF board president. “Our goal for participating in AAOPT is to provide the latest science,
increase awareness and knowledge of this important community, and share resources.”

AAOPT celebrates its 100th anniversary this year and promises to deliver a spectacular


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.curechm.org/
https://www.curechm.org/
https://www.curechm.org/#choroideremia

conference. Each fall attendees from around the world gather for thousands of hours of
continuing education and exposure to the most recent research, networking, and latest products
and services. The CRF proudly supports the organization and conference, and maybe found in
the Exhibit Hall in booth 1227.

For more information about the CRF and CHM, visit curechm.org and stop by the booth.
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About Choroideremia

Choroideremia (CHM) is a rare inherited form of blindness affecting approximately 1 in 50,000
people. Due to its x-linked inheritance pattern males are most severely affected with females
usually experiencing much milder visual impairment. Symptoms begin in early childhood with
night blindness and restriction of visual field being the earliest noticeable effects and may
eventually progress to complete blindness. An estimated 6,000 people in the United States and
10,000 in the European Union are impacted by choroideremia. There are currently no approved
treatments for choroideremia.

About the Choroideremia Research Foundation Inc.

The Choroideremia Research Foundation was founded in 2000 as an international fundraising
and patient advocacy organization to stimulate research on CHM. Since its inception, the CRF has
provided over $4.5 million in research awards and is the largest financial supporter of CHM
research worldwide. Research funded by the CRF has led to the development of a CHM animal
model, the pre-clinical production of gene therapy vectors currently in clinical trials, and the CRF
biobank which stores tissue and stem cell samples donated by CHM patients. For more
information, visit www.curechm.org
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/595615036

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
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in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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