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JOHN F. SHEA DIES AT 96

Chairman of J.F. Shea Co., Inc. Was a Leader in Heavy
Construction, Homebuilding, and Commercial Real
Estate & a Prominent Philanthropist

PASADENA, CA, USA, October 18, 2022
/EINPresswire.com/ -- John Shea, Chairman of J.F.
Shea Co., Inc. and a prolific supporter of inner-city
Catholic schools, died peacefully after a brief illness
on October 16, 2022 in Pasadena, CA. Mr. Shea
was 96 years old.

Born on September 29, 1926 in Oakland, CA, Mr.
Shea grew up in the Hancock Park neighborhood of
Los Angeles and graduated from L.A. High School.
He attended USC's Viterbi School of Engineering
where he was a standout tennis player, winning an
NCAA championship with his brother and doubles
partner, Gilbert Shea.

John F. Shea was Chairman of JF Shea
Co., Inc. and a prominent philanthropist.

After college Mr. Shea joined his family’s civil
construction business and worked on dam and
tunnel projects throughout California and the
Pacific Northwest. In 1958, the company, which was renowned for its work on the Golden Gate
Bridge and the Hoover Dam, was dissolved and reincorporated by Mr. Shea with his cousins,
Edmund and Peter Shea. They then built the reorganized J.F. Shea Co. into one of the largest
privately held companies in the United States.

In his more than six-decade career as Chief Executive Officer and later as Chairman, the
company rose to prominence as one of the largest and most respected civil contractors in
America. In addition to signature subway jobs in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Washington, D.C.,
and New York, J.F. Shea Construction has completed scores of tunnel, highway, and water
treatment infrastructure projects throughout the country. The company continues to be a leader
in the heavy construction and tunneling industries.

In 1968 Mr. Shea helped steer the company into real estate, founding the companies that would
eventually become Shea Homes and Shea Properties. Today, Shea Homes is the largest privately


http://www.einpresswire.com

held home builder in the United States, and Shea Properties now owns and operates
approximately 10,000 apartment units and 6 million square feet of office, industrial and retail
space in California, Colorado and Washington.

In the late 1980’s Mr. Shea discovered his true calling: support for inner-city Catholic Schools,
and scholarships for disadvantaged students. Over the last 35 years, Mr. Shea and his wife
Dorothy have provided tens of thousands of scholarships and funded more than 1,000 school
renovations on more than five hundred different campuses in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles
and across the United States. This dedication to Catholic education brought him decades of joy
and fulfillment and made a lasting impact on countless communities throughout Los Angeles
and the nation.

Mr. Shea’s life and his professional achievements were defined by his love of family and his
strong Catholic faith. He attended daily Mass throughout his adult life and balanced the
demands of running a multi-billion dollar company with family dinners and a competitive tennis
hobby that saw him rise to the #1 ranking in California in his fifties.

Blessed with good health and a sharp, inquisitive, and decisive mind, Mr. Shea personally
directed his philanthropic affairs and was an active participant in corporate management until
the day he was called Home.

He is survived by his beloved wife of fifty-four years, Dorothy Babbitt Shea; his eight children,
thirty-one grandchildren, and one great-grandson. He was pre-deceased by his first wife Susan
Hitchcock, who died in 1967, his brother Gilbert Shea, his sister Susie Shea Hanrahan, and his
granddaughter Maura Davison.

A funeral Mass will be celebrated on Friday October 21, 2022 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the
Angels in downtown Los Angeles (555 W. Temple St., Los Angeles, CA 90012) at 10:00 A.M.

In lieu of flowers, donations in honor of John Shea may be made to the Catholic Education
Foundation of Los Angeles (https://cefdn.org).

Ryan Knoll

Sussex Communications Advisors, Inc.
+1 2138804597

email us here

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/596416339

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.


https://cefdn.org
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/3709594
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/596416339
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

© 1995-2022 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.



