
International Fellowship of Christians and
Jews of Canada Celebrates Yom haAliyah
Welcoming Plane Full of Olim to Israel

IFCJ Canada Recently Sponsored Flight

For 22 Jewish Immigrants From Brazil

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA,

November 1, 2022 /EINPresswire.com/

-- Monday, October 31st, marked the

observance of Yom haAliyah, a

profoundly significant occasion in Israeli society. The holiday is dedicated to celebrating the

importance of aliyah–the immigration of Jews from all around the world to the Jewish State–and

affirming it as a core value of the State of Israel.

The atmosphere was

incredibly emotional and

joyous. There was even

dancing on the tarmac as

these newly arrived olim

celebrated the first day of

the rest of their lives in their

new home country,”

Jackie Gotwalt, Executive

Director of IFCJ Canada

In light of growing anti-Semitism throughout the world, the

celebration of aliyah could not be more timely. In recent

years, many Jewish populations in countries across the

globe have become increasingly subject to persecution and

discrimination. For these populations, the promise of

making aliyah is a source of profound hope, representing

the life of safety, hope, and community which all of these

individuals and families deserve.

Fortunately, international organizations such as IFCJ

Canada have stepped up to provide much-needed aid in

these challenging times. The Board of Directors of IFCJ

Canada recently travelled to Israel for this special occasion. The Board, along with a crowd of

families and friends, stood smiling on the tarmac to greet a group of newly arrived olim

(immigrants).

For Jackie Gotwalt, Executive Director of IFCJ Canada, the feeling of joy and hopefulness was

powerful. “The atmosphere was incredibly emotional and joyous. There was even dancing on the

tarmac as these newly arrived olim celebrated the first day of the rest of their lives in their new

home country,” shares Jackie. “I spoke with one man who arrived without family but, upon

arrival, put his arm around his travelling companion and declared ‘this is my brother’. I felt a
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IFCJ Canada Executive Director, Jackie Gotwalt (third

from left, set back), celebrates as olim from France,

Brazil, and Argentina excitedly arrive in Israel.

IFCJ Canada Board of Directors, along with Jackie

Gotwalt, IFCJ Canada’s Executive Director, and Yael

Eckstein, IFCJ Canada President, celebrate with olim

from France, Brazil, and Argentina on the airport

tarmac in Israel.

deep sense of comfort knowing he,

and the rest of the people on that

flight, would find themselves part of a

new family in Israel.”

The arriving flight included olim from

France, Argentina, and Brazil. In a true

testament to the scope of IFCJ’s work,

the first olim off the flight was the

40,000th olim sponsored by IFCJ

globally. 22 Brazilian olim were

supported entirely by funds from IFCJ

Canada, which has recently been

making a concerted effort to facilitate

the growth of aliyah from Latin

America, as anti-Semitism has become

an escalated problem across the

continent in recent years.  

This commitment to providing ongoing

support programs for olim embodies

the spirit of Yom haAliyah, as the

holiday places profound importance

not just on the journey to Israel but the

contributions made by olim after their

arrival. By helping new immigrants

integrate into their communities and

ensuring that their material needs are

met, The Fellowship aims to help

Jewish people live flourishing lives

without fear of persecution–something

that, for many individuals and families,

was previously unattainable.

###

About IFCJ 

The International Fellowship of Christians and Jews of Canada (IFCJ Canada) is the Canadian

fellowship of the IFCJ, an international humanitarian organization dedicated to building bridges

between Christians and Jews to combat antisemitism worldwide. IFCJ Canada is listed as a Top

100 Charity by Charity Intelligence with a 5-Star rating and an A grade. Since 2003, 100,000

Canadians have supported IFCJ, giving a total of over $125 million to assist the organization’s

https://www.ifcj.ca/


humanitarian efforts. Since February 2022 alone, IFCJ Canada has contributed $2 million CAD to

Ukraine in support of humanitarian relief and evacuation flights for elderly Jewish people and

orphaned children.
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