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Wake Forest Baptist Health Urogynecologist:
“Transobturator slings are done”

Trial data published in New England Journal of Medicine
show that mini-slings don't reduce risk of groin pain when
compared with full-length mid-urethral slings

SANTA BARBARA, CA, UNITED STATES, November 7, 2022 /EINPresswire.com/ -- “l think TOT

(transobturator slings) is done. It seems like there is no
“ further reason to pass a sling all the way through the
muscles of the inner thigh. It seemed to be that was the
cause of pain, and if you stop at the obturator internus
membrane and muscle, it seems more of that pain is
avoided,” states Catherine Ann Matthews, MD, Wake Forest
Baptist Health.
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transobturator sling doesn’t mean that the Altis and Solyx mini-sling are safe. There is no
reliable evidence that a mini-sling reduce the long-term risk of life-altering groin and pelvic pain.
The data from the SIMS trial by Abdel-Fattah published in the New England Journal of Medicine
showed that mini-slings do not reduce the risk of groin pain when compared with full-length
mid-urethral slings and carried with it an increased risk of dyspareunia. That is bad news for
women. That is bad for women implanted with mini-slings.”

Dr. Cheryl Iglesia, MD, Professor of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Georgetown
University School of Medicine also has concerns with mini-slings based on the finding of the
SIMS trail by Abdel-Fattah, “The higher dyspareunia rate in women undergoing single-incision
mini-slings deserves further evaluation.”

Dr. Vigna adds, “Dr. Matthews needs to understand that her comment that mini-slings ‘seems’ to
avoid pain is not acceptable. There is no reliable basis for that opinion that groin pain is
meaningfully reduced long-term by mini-slings as the literature to date hasn't accounted for the
dropout phenomenon that injured women don't return to the implanting doctors as they seek
specialists with the skill, knowledge, experience, and training to confidently remove all the mesh.


http://www.einpresswire.com

Dr. Matthews will rarely see the most injured as she
admits that she ‘didn’t have full confidence in my
competence at getting out’ the mesh from the inner
thigh.”

Dr. Vigna continues, “The Long-Term study from the
University of North Carolina at 15-years has a
cumulative revision rate at 7.9% with over half of these
for surgeries for reasons other than erosion into the
vagina. The revision rate for reasons other than for
vaginal erosion or urinary retention are increasing.
This is very bad data and clearly shows that the
American Urogynecology Society has been duked by
the manufacturers as to the safety of these devices.
We have big problems with the number of severely
injured women from polypropylene devices now and
into the future because most of these injuries occur
after two years. Academic physicians in the position of
Dr. Matthews need to step up and learn the skills for
providing complete mesh removal and teach their
fellows.”

Dr. Greg Vigna

Dr. Vigna concludes, “The polypropylene mesh health crisis continues as the rate of serious
complications are increasing at 15-years after implantation due to the defective nature of
polypropylene. There is a perceived lack of physicians with the skills to confidently provide
complete mesh removal which needs to be addressed by AUGS at a national level. There is
plenty of blame to go around for all the responsible parties and | will continue to sue the
responsible parties.”

Symptoms of neurological injury from mid-urethral slings include:
1) Groin pain

2) Hip pain

3) Inability to wear tight pants

4) Clitoral pain or numbness

5) Severe pain that makes vaginal penetration impossible

6) Tailbone pain

7) Anorectal pain

8) Painful bladder

9) Pain with sitting

Dr. Vigna is a California and Washington DC lawyer who focuses on catastrophic injuries and the
neurological injuries caused by transvaginal mesh devices including pudendal neuralgia,
obturator neuralgia, ilioinguinal neuralgia, and complex regional pain syndrome. Ben Martin and



Laura Baughman are national pharmaceutical injury attorneys in Dallas, Texas.

Learn more about the anatomical basis for TOT complications including obturator and pudendal
neuralgia and the treatments of obturator and pudendal neuralgia and read a EREE BOOK on

Vaginal Mesh Pain.

For articles, video resources, and information visit the Pudendal Neuralgia Educational Portal or

https://tvm.lifecare123.com/ and visit https://tvm.lifecare123.com/slingebook.html for
information regarding sling related complications.
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