
Adams County School District 14 Teachers'
Union, Together Colorado Partner to Launch
"Arms Around Adams14" Campaign

SD14 Classroom Teachers’ Association and Together Colorado Partner to Launch Community

Campaign to Stop the Reorganization of Adams 14 School District

COMMERCE CITY, COLORADO, USA, November 19, 2022 /EINPresswire.com/ -- School District 14

Classroom Teachers’ Association (SD14 CTA)  has partnered with multi-faith community

organization, Together Colorado, to launch “Arms Around Adams 14,” a new community

campaign to stop the reorganization of Adams 14 and shift the narratives around the district.

These organizations have come together to put their “Arms Around Adams 14” in an attempt to

reclaim Adams 14 schools and stop the State Board’s forced reorganization of the district. The

campaign unites parents, teachers, youth and community leaders around the shared belief that

Commerce City students are more than their test scores, and that legacy-making right now

means standing up against this unfair state accountability system–to build schools that work for

the whole community, not just a few. They believe that no matter their faith, language, or

background, everyone in the community deserves the chance to thrive.  

On May 10, 2022, the Colorado State Board of Education voted to remove Adams 14’s

accreditation and begin the process of reorganizing, the first vote of its kind in the state’s

accountability system. The decision was made due to low academic performance from the

district, largely based on standardized testing. The system as-is penalizes 56% of Adams 14

students who face the double challenge of only being tested in English while they are also

classified as English Language Learners (ELLs). Standardized tests do not help students get

college ready. Research shows us that these tests maintain racial inequity and unfairly harm

students whose first language isn’t English.

On a national scale, standardized testing has been found to “mirror and maintain racial

inequities,” per Ember Smith, research analyst for the Center on Children and Families in

Economic Studies. “Standardized tests are better proxies for how many opportunities a student

has been afforded than they are predictors for students’ potential,” her colleague Andrew Perry

adds.

The reorganization process may result in the closing of schools, shifting of boundaries and the

forced management by another district, and consequently, loss of funding. The Arms Around

Adams 14 campaign urges decision-makers to prioritize classrooms over corporations. “We need

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/12/01/sat-math-scores-mirror-and-maintain-racial-inequity/


authentic, community-rooted public schools that prioritize all students, as opposed to charter

schools that research shows can further marginalize students from communities of color,”

according to consultants working closely with SD14 CTA. Teachers and parents have worked too

hard for too long to let corporate interest supersede the children’s needs and education. “In

Adams 14, our students are facing inequitable funding and racially biased standardized testing -

but we won’t leave them behind,” said Jason Malmberg, an orchestra teacher at Kearney Middle

School. “We became educators to nourish and encourage the next generation - and we’ll step up

to protect our students.”

Neighboring school districts passed resolutions opposing reorganization. “The Colorado State

Board of Education has been advised that its efforts to reorganize Adams 14 will fail,” the district

stated in a press release, “.. All neighboring school districts agree that the reorganization of

Adams 14 is not in the best interest of our students, parents, community, and neighboring

districts.”

Reorganization must have local school board and community input, per state law. This will be a

change of pace for most Commerce City parents, as the Colorado State Board of Education has

excluded them from decision making processes by initially failing to offer consistent Spanish

translation at board meetings (despite more than half of the district’s students being English

Language Learners).

This is why SD14 Classroom Teachers Association and Together Colorado have joined together to

put their “Arms Around Adams 14” and stop the reorganization. They are making every effort to

ensure that Commerce City children have access to equitable education without having to travel

away from the area they live in so they can envision a future for themselves right at home.
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