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LIPA, Individual Plaintiffs File Injunction
Seeking to Prevent OGB, Commissioner from
lllegally Executing PBM Contract

Commissioner Jay Dardenne Directly Stated Intent to Execute Contract Despite November 18th
Unanimous Vote to Reject by Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA, UNITED STATES, December 7, 2022 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

Louisiana Independent Pharmacies Association (LIPA) and
“ individual plaintiffs covered under the state's Office of
Group Benefits (OGB) have filed a petition for injunctive
relief in the 19th Judicial District Court, East Baton Rouge
Parish, Louisiana, seeking to prevent OGB and
Commissioner Jay Dardenne from executing a contract
expressly rejected by the Joint Legislative Committee on
the Budget (JLCB) on November 18, 2022.

The contract is going to
move forward today, even if
the body votes not to
approve it”

Commissioner Jay Dardenne

OGB is an executive branch agency that provides group health insurance coverage and benefits,
including prescription drug coverage and benefits, to eligible state and public-school employees,
retirees, and their dependents.

CaremarkPCS Health, L.L.C., a subsidiary of Caremark RX, L.L.C., is arguably the largest pharmacy
benefits manager in the United States. The petition alleges that by executing the $2 billion
contract without approval by JLCB, Commissioner Dardenne would be in direct violation of
Louisiana Revised Statute 42:802(D)(1), which states any benefits programs or services contracts
offered by OGB "shall be subject to review and final approval by the Joint Legislative Committee
on the Budget."

During the hearing, Commissioner Dardenne said: "The contract is going to move forward today,
even if the body votes not to approve it ...As | said [at] the last month's meeting, and | will say it
again to the body, we are going forward with this contract. Even if it is not approved by this body
today."

Individual petitioners receive health benefits from OGB or practice pharmacy in Louisiana. The
plaintiffs cite concern for the proper and lawful operation of the OGB prescription drug program
and the state's government operations. Because state tax dollars would partially fund the


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.lipa.org
https://www.lipa.org/_files/ugd/5c1635_124dea262c764875b9b26ec99db07573.pdf
https://www.lipa.org/_files/ugd/5c1635_124dea262c764875b9b26ec99db07573.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/2020/revised-statutes/title-42/rs-802/

Caremark contract, the petitioners, as taxpayers, are lawfully within their rights to protest the
signing of a contract that would undoubtedly violate state law.

The case is Kim Wixon, Et Al versus the state of Louisiana Through the Office of the Governor,
Division of Administration, Office of Group Benefits, Et Al

Suit number C-726389

Petition for Injunctive Relief

filed 12/02/2022

19th Judicial District Court, East Baton Rouge Parish

About LIPA and Its Members:

Independent pharmacies are the locally-owned, hometown small business drug stores who offer
a variety of niche services and personalized care.. As the most trusted, accessible medication
experts, independent pharmacists play a critical role in Louisiana's health care delivery system.
With a strong foundation in their communities, independent pharmacists lead grassroots public
health, civic, and volunteer initiatives and are a vital community health resource. Since 2001, The
Louisiana Independent Pharmacies Association (LIPA) has worked to promote and advance the
pharmacy community by providing services that benefit its member independent pharmacies
and their patients. For more information about Louisiana’s independently owned community
pharmacies or LIPA, visit www.LIPA.org.
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