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Legislators’ Discussion of Vaccination on
Twitter During the COVID-19 Era: Natural
Language Processing Analysis”

TORONTO, CANADA, December 8, 2022
/EINPresswire.com/ -- JMIR Publications
recently published “Partisan
Differences in Legislators’ Discussion of
Vaccination on Twitter During the
COVID-19 Era: Natural Language
Processing Analysis” in JMIR
Infodemiology.

The aims of this study were:

To evaluate vaccine-related tweets posted by state and federal legislators during the COVID-19
era and to describe the content of these tweets;
To examine the differences in vaccine-related tweet content between Democrats and
Republicans; and

To quantify partisan differences in vaccine-related
“ communication.
These authors abstracted all vaccine-related tweets
produced by state and federal legislators between
February 1, 2020, and December 11, 2020. They used
conversations about latent Dirichlgt aIIoca'tic?n to define.the Fweet topics and
vaccination during the ysed descrlptlve.statlstlcs to desgrlbe gllfferences. by 'party
COVID-19 era, leading to in the‘use of toplcs and changes in political polarization
over time. They included 14,519 tweets generated by 1463
state legislators and 521 federal legislators.

Republican & Democratic
legislators used different
language in Twitter

increased political
polarization of vaccine-
related tweets”

Dr. Buttenheim The authors found that Republican and Democratic

legislators used different language in their Twitter

conversations about vaccination during the COVID-19 era, leading to increased political


http://www.einpresswire.com

polarization of vaccine-related tweets.

Other studies have found associations between politicized discussion of vaccination and
decreased support of vaccine mandates and intention to vaccinate. These findings suggest that
the language politicians use to communicate with their constituents about vaccination during
the COVID-19 pandemic may play an important role in determining vaccine uptake.

Communication about vaccination from state and federal legislators is also of particular
importance given that, in addition to communicating with their constituents, these legislators
enact policies that impact vaccine development and distribution.

Dr. Buttenheim and team concluded in their JMIR Publications Research Output that “Republican
and Democratic legislators engaged in substantively different conversations about vaccination
on Twitter during the COVID-19 era, which led to an increase in political polarization of vaccine-
related tweets throughout much of the pandemic. Republicans were engaged in a focused
conversation about the successful development of a vaccine, and Democrats used a broader
range of topics, which was more consistent with public health messaging about vaccination.
These patterns have the potential to contribute to vaccine hesitancy, and future research is
needed to determine the real-world impact of political communication on COVID-19 vaccine
uptake.”
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JMIR Publications is a leading, born-digital, open access publisher of 30+ academic journals and
other innovative scientific communication products that focus on the intersection of health and
technology. Its flagship journal, the Journal of Medical Internet Research, is the leading digital
health journal globally in content breadth and visibility, and it is the largest journal in the medical
informatics field.
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with us via social:

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/[MIRPublications

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/]MedinternetRes


https://doi.org/10.2196/32372
https://infodemiology.jmir.org/2022/1/e32372/
https://jmir.altmetric.com/details/123296609
https://www.jmirpublications.com
https://www.youtube.com/c/JMIRPublications
https://www.facebook.com/JMedInternetRes

Twitter: https://twitter.com/jmirpub

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/jmir-publications

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/jmirpub/

Head Office: 130 Queens Quay East, Unit 1100 Toronto, ON, M5A OP6 Canada
Media Contact: communications@jmir.org

The content of this communication is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted
use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work, published by JMIR
Publications, is properly cited.

JMIR is a registered trademark of JMIR Publications.

Ryan James Jessup JD/MPA
JMIR Publications

+1 202-638-9720

email us here

Visit us on social media:
Facebook

Twitter

LinkedIn

Other

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/605327068

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2022 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://twitter.com/jmirpub
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jmir-publications
https://www.instagram.com/jmirpub/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/3813370
https://www.facebook.com/JMedInternetRes
https://twitter.com/jmirpub
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jmir-publications
https://www.youtube.com/c/JMIRPublications
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/605327068
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

